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The Needs Are Vast.
The Erin H. Gilmour Early Learning Center
Is Under Construction!
Opportunity, Inc. is excited to report on
the rapid progress being made on the
construction of our new school on the corner
of Westgate Avenue and Donnell Road in
West Palm Beach, FL. In September and
October, the 2.7 acre property across the
street from our current Mary Alice Fortin
Center was prepared for concrete footings
and utilities. On October 25th, the concrete
floor was poured to clearly define the large
footprint of our much-needed new school.
Now the exterior walls are demonstrating
the true size of the Erin H. Gilmour Early
Learning Center.
“As many generous donors and friends
return to Palm Beach for the season, we
are thrilled to share the progress on this
24,000 square foot modern early childhood
education center. Our teachers, students
and parents have been waiting a long time
for this vision to become a reality,” stated Ali
Eger, Opportunity’s Executive Director.
“Our new school is going to be really big and
it is going to be magical,” said 4-year-old
Jomari.
Initiated by Jill and David Gilmour with a
$2 million donation, the Erin H. Gilmour

Early Learning Center is critically needed for
the underserved Westgate neighborhood.
The center will be a model school for Palm
Beach County, where there is an acute need
for high-quality early childhood education
programs. Opportunity is maintaining a
waiting list of more than 500 children.
When fully enrolled, the Erin H. Gilmour
Early Learning Center will accommodate as
many as 285 students, a 300% increase in
our capacity to serve local families.

“We ask you to join us in being a part
of this model school from its beginning.”
~ Jill and David Gilmour
By the end of 2017, we can expect the
exterior masonry walls to be completed to
showcase the Christine and Robert Stiller
West Wing serving infants, toddlers and
2-year olds, and the J. Jack Shirreffs East
Wing serving 3-and 4-year olds. Structural
steel and bar joists will be installed for the
second floor and the installation of the roof.
At the same time, drainage, water, sewer,
and underground utilities will be completed.
Continued on reverse 

Every day, we must turn away families that
have the opportunity for employment but
can not secure affordable child care. The
children of these families are underserved
in the greatest need of a high quality
developmental program. Opportunity’s
nationally accredited early childhood
program prepares these children for
educational and life success.
The children served in the Erin H. Gilmour
Early Learning Center will receive the
highest quality educational programming
in the Westgate region of West Palm
Beach. The key components to our
program, those that make Opportunity
unique, are support services and a targeted
curriculum for children, coupled with a
proven family development program. The
needs of children are met through social
and emotional therapy, character and
community building curriculum, nutrition
programs, STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math) practices that
promote advanced discovery and critical
thinking, and enrichment activities to
include visits to the Norton Museum of
Art and the Palm Beach Zoo. Families are
on the path to self-sufficiency and provided
with training that guides them in becoming
educational advocates for their children
and in creating home environments that
support learning.
Now is the time to make a difference for
more children and families. Thank you for
supporting Opportunity and for making
a better community for all in Palm Beach
County.
Ali Eger, MAEd., Executive Director
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Help Us Raise The Roof
On Our New School!

Quantum Foundation Funds New
School Medical Suite

Thanks to the generosity of more than 70
donors, we have raised $7.8 million toward
an $8.6 million goal for the first phase of
our Opportunity Knocks capital campaign.
Reaching this goal by February 2018 will result
in our ability to fully fund the purchase of our
new property and the construction of the Erin
H. Gilmour Early Learning Center. Please
consider making a contribution or pledge,
to meet our goal. Contact Ali Eger, MAEd.,
Executive Director, at 561-712-9221,
email aeger@opportunitypbc.org, or
visit www.opportunitypbc.org and the
Opportunity Knocks campaign page.

Opportunity’s highly specialized early childhood education
program focuses on the needs of the whole family. However, due
to a lack of space in our current school, there have been limits
to providing health education and medical care. Adding these
essential services can reduce student absenteeism and mitigate
lost wages for parents. With a $50,000 grant from the Quantum
Foundation, the new Erin H. Gilmour Early Learning Center will
house a Medical Suite that will facilitate health and wellness,
provide a rest space for ill children, and serve as a quiet place
for nursing mothers. The Medical Suite will also include a health
reference library for parents to gain access to health services and
resources.

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
There are still a number of distinguished naming
opportunities available for your consideration of a
high-impact gift including:

“For us, it’s a chance to bring healthcare and health education to
a site where the community can readily access it,” said Shannon
Hawkins, Quantum Foundation’s Senior Program Officer. “It’s
going to be a wonderful facility and we’re so happy to be a part
of funding the health-related component. Incorporating healthy
habits into early learning helps children make smarter choices
throughout their lives.”
Construction of the Erin H. Gilmour Early Learing Center continued 

Campus Greenscape, Driveway & Parking...........$750,000
2nd Floor Family Services & Administration........$500,000
Kitchen...............................................................$250,000
Classrooms (10 remaining).................................$125,000
Executive Director Office....................................$100,000
Finance Office.....................................................$50,000
Staff Office.........................................................$25,000
Volunteer & Intern Workstation (5 remaining)......$15,000

“The timeline for completion is July 2018 with occupancy in
August. Our intention is to be open for the start of the next school
year,” stated Peter Nicoletti, Opportunity’s Board President. “This
new school will redefine Opportunity’s impact in the community,
which is based upon a trusted tradition of excellence in childcare,
academics and family support.” Opportunity was founded in
1939 making this one of the oldest charities dedicated to serving
children in Palm Beach County.
Opportunity worked with GliddenSpina + Partners to design
the school to meet the complex needs of children and families.
Sixteen specially-designed classrooms will enable Opportunity to
deliver its education program. New program spaces, such as the
Bronfman Family Resource Center, will accommodate family
strengthening programs that are vital to breaking the cycle of
poverty and sustaining strong households.

Join us for a Hard Hat Tour!
Tuesday, January 9, 2018, 10:00 am
Tuesday, January 23, 2018, 10:00 am
Monday, February 5, 2018, 10:00 am
Thursday, February 22, 2018, 4:00 pm
RSVP to Emily at 561-712-9221 or easher@opportunitypbc.org

