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Sea Turtle Day Festival
Saturday, March 7, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Join us for a very special Sea Turtle Day Festival celebrating the 35th anniversary of Gumbo Limbo Nature Center!
Enjoy Discovery Sessions in the classroom throughout the day with nature talks and hands on activities, enjoy live
music, meet environmentally focused exhibitors, take a guided tour of the Butterfly Garden, watch a play by Sol
Children Theater, meet Sea Turtle Ambassador Luna, paint using recycled materials, eat delicious food from the
fabulous food trucks, and more! Event entry and activities are free; food and drink available for purchase. This
festival is for all ages (children under 18 must attend with an adult).
The festival takes place throughout our entire property, so there is no parking at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. Dropoffs and pick-ups are not permitted in front of Gumbo Limbo. If you must drop-off, or are using ride share, do so in
Red Reef West (the Intracoastal side of Red Reef Park, ¼ mile south of Gumbo Limbo) and walk the boardwalk or the
sidewalk along A1A to the event.
Parking is located in Spanish River Park with free shuttle service to and from event. Spanish River Park is located
approximately one mile north of Gumbo Limbo Nature Center at 3001 North Ocean Boulevard. Regular parking fees
apply: $20 per class 1 vehicle (cars, motor scooters, motorbikes, motorcycles, vans 10 passenger or less). Are you
a City of Boca Raton resident? Get your beach parking pass at one of the community
centers, and you won't pay extra to park! Are you attending the event with friends?
Carpool to save on parking fees and reduce your carbon footprint.
Shuttle service will start in Spanish River Park at 8:45 am. The last shuttles from the
park to Gumbo Limbo will be at 3:00 pm. Look for the trolley flags in each parking
loop to find the trolley stop. Each parking loop will be named with its own color and
sea animal or plant. Take a picture to remember where you parked! Note the last
shuttles leaving Gumbo Limbo will be at 4:30 pm. All of our shuttles will be accessible
trolleys.
Be sure to check out the Sea Turtle Day webpage (gumbolimbo.org/Sea-Turtle-Day) to
learn more about the activities, exhibitors, and food trucks. We’ll keep updating it as
more details becomes available. We’ll even post a printable program the week of the
event. Can’t wait to see you there!

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33432 · www.gumbolimbo.org

Hours & Information
Nature Center & Aquariums: Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Sunday Noon - 4:00 PM
Boardwalk & Nature Trails: Daily 7:00 AM - Sunset
General Information (561) 544-8605 · Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Friends of Gumbo Limbo (561) 544-8608 · Gift Shop (561) 544-8610
Suggested donation of $5 per person.
Your donations go to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc. to support Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, including, but not limited to, feeding
the animals, purchasing supplies and services for the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program, and creating exhibits.
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Manager's Corner
by Leanne Welch, Manager
Spring is a busy time around here – while the rest of
the country is dealing with wintry weather, every day in
Boca Raton feels like paradise! If you are lucky enough
to visit us during these next few months, you’ll have the
opportunity to take advantage of some amazing Spring
events!
•

•

•

•

March 7th is our own annual Sea Turtle Day Festival
– we’re celebrating 35 years of conservation and
stewardship at Gumbo Limbo. Learn more
(www.gumbolimbo.org/Sea-Turtle-Day).

Our Gumbo Limbo team has been busy creating new
exhibits and programs for you. We have added new
signage at the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility and an
exhibit on climate change. Turn to page 5 to learn about
new program offerings.
Speaking of sea turtles, reservations for our popular
nighttime Turtle Walk programs go on sale in April –
check out page 14 for all of the details. Hatchling Release
reservations will follow in May.

Some exciting news we have to share is the addition of
Our Eco-Watch Lecture Series continues through April the first ever Executive Director for Friends of Gumbo
28. These twice-monthly lectures are at the beautiful Limbo! John Holloway hit the ground running on January
Spanish River Library this year. You can see the list
6th and hasn’t stopped yet. Take a peek inside for more
info about John and be sure and say hi the next time you
of speakers and reserve your space on our website
are in the Nature Center.
(www.gumbolimbo.org/Eco-Watch).
Until next time,

The Gumbo Limbo 10k and 1-mile Run for the Sea
Turtles is April 5 at Spanish River Park. You can even
sign-up for a virtual run! www.gumbolimbo.org/
Sea-Turtle-Day.

Leanne

We’re planning another Earth Day movie night in
April. This event is always a good time and a chance
to see an ocean-themed documentary next to our
outdoor aquariums – check our website for the latest
updates on this and other Gumbo Limbo events.

Looking around our beautiful City, you’ll find events like
Arts Spark Kids Fest at Sugar Sand Park on March 1, and
SpringFest at Countess deHoernle Park on April 4. If
you have school-aged children, don’t miss our Summer
Camp open house event on March 29 at the Boca Raton
Community Center – you’ll get a chance to see all of
the exciting summer camp offerings in the city, have a
chance to register early, and meet your camp counselors!
Finally, we are working with our friends at WLRN for
EcoFest in Mizner Park on April 11. Plans are still in the
works for this event, but plans include a showing of the
documentary, "Troubled Waters, a Turtle’s Tale" on the
big screen.

Saturday, March 7
9 AM to 4 PM
FREE Entry and Activites
Parking at Spanish River
Park, Fees Apply
Free Shuttles to Event

Nature Walks, Presentations
& Hands-on Activites
Eco-Friendly Exhibitors
Food Trucks (Vegan Friendly)
Children’s Theater & More!

Learn more at:
GumboLimbo.org/Sea-Turtle-Day
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton
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Friends of Gumbo Limbo News
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Keeping it Fresh
by Christie Collins, Science Educator
One of our goals at Gumbo Limbo is to interpret
education in a way that all who participate will leave here
feeling inspired and enjoying the time they spent here.
Many times, we look to our visitors to inspire us on the
kind of programs we will offer. It is important to us that
we are always connecting to our visitors wants and needs
for education and recreation.
Last fall we added four new programs to our monthly
schedule, and in January we added a fifth. Our hope is
that you will always find something that appeals to you
and your family and friends. Below you will find more
information about our new programs.
Are you more artistic than scientific? You may like
The Art of Nature. This program is meant to appeal
to those who may be interested in the artistic method
rather than the scientific method. Each month offers
a different experience interacting with nature. Come
create your own watercolor painting inspired by a view
of the intracoastal. Take cell phone photos of the many
spiders that weave their shimmery webs in the garden.
Maybe you prefer delving into different sciences or know

A staff member leading an evening canoe program.

An orchid bee seen in the Butterfly Garden.

a budding scientist? You should attend The Science
of Nature. This program takes a closer look at the
different sciences and gives you a small taste of the kind
of work you might do if you were an entomologist for
example. The sciences vary month to month, focusing on
archeology, botany, and more.
Looking for a relaxing evening out, date night, or even
a girl’s night out? Sign up for one of our monthly
Evening Intracoastal Canoe or Kayak Paddles. Jumping
into a canoe or kayak at twilight is a thrilling prospect!
Exploring the critters that inhabit our intracoastal in the
evening is our newest program. We also have something
for families, our new Homeschool Workshops. This
program by far has been the most popular since
we introduced it in September. What makes our
homeschool workshop different? We offer sessions for
ages 3 through 12 on the same day, starting at the same
time. This structure makes it very convenient for busy
families with siblings in different age groups. Last but not
least, A Walk in the Hammock is a free program offered
twice a month that anyone can join. During this relaxing
and mostly shaded walk on our boardwalk, a naturalist
guide points out the many unique features that make our
hammock forest special to Gumbo Limbo.
We hope you will join us for one or several of our
new programs this year. And keep an eye out for new
programs throughout the year!
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, REFUSE
by Whitney Crowder, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator
Plastic is everywhere. It’s on land, in our water, and even Gulfstream. When sea turtles are blown back to shore,
in the air we breathe. Plastics end up in our oceans and it's a sign that something is wrong.
becomes deadly "food" for many marine animals such as
Every year during the fall and winter months, our Sea
birds, fish, whales, and even tiny sea turtle hatchlings.
Turtle Rehabilitation Facility admits sea turtles smaller
than your hand. These are the young turtles that have
Young sea turtles live in large floating mats of seaweed
which form along the strong currents of the Gulfstream. been blown out of the Gulfstream and back to shore.
Sadly, these currents are a magnet for all floating things, These turtles earn the name "washbacks." Washbacks
range from a few weeks to several months old.
including trash. The most common form of trash found
in the ocean is plastic, which breaks down into very small
For years we have found microplastics in the gut content
pieces called microplastics. Young turtles live in this
of these washback sea turtles, but this year we noticed
habitat for several years and cannot differentiate food
it in more copious amounts than ever before. We are
from trash. By default, they fill up their tiny stomachs
still in the process of analyzing the 2019 data, but so
with microplastics. Enough of these pieces of plastic
can make a turtle feel full and stop eating. Many starve far, 100% of the washbacks that have died have been
and die. Others become weak and are blown out of the necropsied (examined) and found with plastic in their
intestinal tracts.
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, REFUSE - continued
We saw so much plastic ingestion this past year, that
we posted a photo of a washback that died after eating
105 pieces of plastic on our social media platforms. To
our surprise, it went viral overnight. Reaching millions
of people across the world, we realized just how many
people weren’t aware of this "ocean crisis" by all of the
attention this photograph received. In the following
days, journalists and reporters from all around the world
called to interview us about the image and the story
behind it.

Whitney Crowder with Jane Fonda and Ted Danson
in Washington DC.

This news attention led to an opportunity to be the voice
for the sea turtles in front of the Capitol last year with
Jane Fonda and Ted Danson; this was an opportunity
to tell the world how human impacts are affecting sea
turtles on a global scale. There is no better time than
now to be leaders in the environmental field and be the
voice not just for the sea turtles, but for all life on earth.
Will you all stand with us and REFUSE?

This is the viral photo – a washback loggerhead sea turtle with
135 pieces of microplastics that we found in its gut.

We have posted similar images of washbacks with plastic
before, but what made this one such a hit?
Recently, sea turtles have become the ambassador for
the anti-straw movement after the viral video of the
turtle with the straw being removed from its nostril.
With this new spotlight on sea turtles, could they
become the ambassador for the anti-plastic movement?
We wanted to keep the attention on the plastic crisis.
With the help of our friend and local photographer, Ben
Hicks, the image on page 6 was created with another
washback that died with a stomach full of microplastics.
The 135 pieces taken from this turtle’s stomach outline
the entirety of this tiny turtle’s body. The word REFUSE
was spelled out with microplastics collected throughout
the 2019 washback season. "Refuse" stands for the 4th
"R" in Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and now… Refuse.

Whitney Crowder in Washington DC.

Please check out our Gift Shop soon for
REFUSE merchandise to help us spread this
message or visit benhicks.teemill.com.
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March Programs and Events
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April Programs and Events
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Program and Event Information
•
•
•
•
•

NEW! Registration for Gumbo Limbo Nature Center's fee based programs are now accepted using an online
recreation program system. Learn how to register for the system online (myboca.us/716/Online-ProgramRegistration-Information) or by calling 561-544-8605. Visit gumbolimbo.org for all program information.
For most programs, reservations are required where indicated. Programs may be cancelled due to inclement
weather or insufficient registrations. No refunds unless cancellation is by Gumbo Limbo.
Many of our programs are family-oriented; children under 18 must participate with an adult unless otherwise
specified.
Friends of Gumbo Limbo members receive a discount on many of our programs. Visit gumbolimbo.org/
membership for additional information.
A resident is a person residing within the Greater Boca Raton Beach and Park District (includes the City of Boca
Raton).

A WALK IN THE HAMMOCK
Join us for a FREE guided nature walk along the new, quartermile boardwalk trail that winds through the hammock (a word
for a coastal Florida forest) and along the mangroves by the
Intracoastal. Enjoy the peace and quiet of this woodland
habitat, interrupted only by the sounds of birds, the antics of
squirrels, and the occasional visit of a fox, raccoon, or skunk.
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied by an
adult.
• Saturday, April 4, 10:00 am
• Sundays; March 15, April 12; 1:00 pm

BEACH TREASURES
Sand dollars? Sponges? Oh, what treasures you may find…
sea beans, coral, shells, and more; see what the sea has left
behind! Meet at the Center to learn about shells and sea life;
caravan to Red Reef Beach Park for beachcombing with the
experts.
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied by an
adult.
• Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 pm
• March 11, March 25, April 8, April 22
• Reservations recommended. No fee.

ANIMAL ADVENTURES CAMP
Join us during school breaks to explore topics in science and
nature. Register for one, two, or all three days!
• Grades 3-5
• Day 1: The Mysterious and Misunderstood,
Day 2: Fear Not! Day 3: Mini Beasts
• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; March 23, 24, 25; 8:30 am12:00 pm
• Cost per child per day: Member/Resident $25
Non-member/Non-resident $30
• Reservations required.

EARLY BIRDING WITH AL
Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones! Join us for a
free early morning birding adventure at Gumbo Limbo. Learn
about our native and migratory birds from an experienced
birder, as we walk the Ashley Trail and the boardwalk in search
of warblers, gnatcatchers, woodpeckers, and other avian
species. Binoculars recommended. Meet on the front porch
of the Nature Center.
• Ages 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied
by an adult.
• Thursdays, 8:00-9:00 am; March 19, April 16

THE ART OF NATURE
Join us for this new program as we explore a variety of artistic
methods to view and appreciate nature. We will create
ephemeral art, seek out natural subjects for photography, and
capture the beauty of nature on canvas. Program for adults
and families.
• Ages 8-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Sundays, 10:00-11:00 am
• March 1 - Capture nature through a lens.
• April 5 - Watercolors
• Cost per person: Member/Resident $5
Non-member/Non-resident $8
• Reservations required.

ECO-WATCH LECTURE SERIES
Celebrating 35 years of Gumbo Limbo! Learn about the
past, present, and future of science and conservation. New
this year - hosted by the beautiful Boca Raton Spanish River
Library. Meet on the 2nd floor mezzanine of the library
located at 1501 NW Spanish River Boulevard.
• Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm
• March 10 - Larry Wood, PhD, Florida Hawksbill Project.
Jewels on the Reef: The Secret Lives of Hawksbill Turtles
• March 24 - Maria Fadiman, PhD, Florida Atlantic University.
Ethnobotany - When an Elder Dies, a Library Burns
• April 14 - Michael Jenkins, PhD, PE, Applied Technology &
Management. History of Hurricanes in Florida.
• April 28 - Paul Davis, Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Research Institute.
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Program and Event Information
•
•

Suggested $5 donation per person.
Reservations recommended; walk-ins welcome based on
availability.

INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES (IA)
Reservations required. Subject to cancellation due to bad
weather.

IA - Canoeing
Nature-lovers, discover the magic of the mangroves with a
Gumbo Limbo guide on a canoe paddle along the Intracoastal
Waterway. Must be experienced at canoeing and be able to
get into and out of a canoe without assistance. 2-3 people per
canoe.
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Saturdays; March 21, 9:30am-11:00am; April 25, 1:00GUIDED NATURE WALK
2:30pm
Join us for a FREE guided walk along the Ashley Trail, a quarter- • Cost per person: Member/Resident $20
mile natural trail that winds through the butterfly garden,
Non-member/Non-resident $25
coastal hammock, and mangroves, to a sandy beach by the
IA - Welcome Spring Canoe
Intracoastal. Observe local flora and fauna as your naturalist
Join us as we explore the moonlit shores of the Intracoastal
guides you on this island exploration. Meet on the front porch
during our evening canoe paddle. Must be experienced at
of the center.
canoeing and be able to get into and out of a canoe without
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied by an
assistance. 2-3 people per canoe.
adult.
• Ages 8-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
• Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 am-12:00 pm.
participate with an adult.
•
Sunday, March 15, 6:00-7:30 pm
HOMESCHOOL WORKSHOPS
•
Cost per person: Member/Resident $20
Join Gumbo Limbo Educators for super science-based lessons
Non-member/Non-resident $25
for your homeschool students, ages 3-12. Participate in
science activities related to the monthly topic, prepared
IA - Kayaking
specifically with your student’s age group in mind.
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise! Join us for a kayak
March - Reptile Madness, April - Happy Earth Day to You.
tour as we learn about the fascinating wildlife that calls the
• Students will be divided into age groups; 3-5 years (parent Intracoastal home. Must have kayaking experience and be
stays with child), 6-8 years, and 9-12 years. Younger/older able to get in and out of a kayak without assistance. 1 -2
siblings must participate in their own age groups.
people per double kayak.
• Wednesdays; 2:00-3:30 pm; 2:00-3:00 pm for ages 3-5
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
• March 11, April 8
participate with an adult.
• Cost per child: Member/Resident $5 (siblings $3)
• Sundays, 9:00-10:30am
Non-member/Non-resident $8 (siblings $6)
• March 22, April 19
• Reservations required.
• Cost per person: Member/Resident $20
Non-member/Non-resident $25
THE GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP
Join with your community! Come out to Spanish River Park to
help remove marine debris from the beach and intracoastal
mangrove environments. Free tee shirt while supplies last!
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an adult.
• Saturday, April 18; 8:00-11:00am
• Registrations required. Groups must call (561) 544-8606
to register; all others go to gumbolimbo.org.

IA - Twilight Kayaking
Enjoy the moonrise over the Intracoastal; as darkness creeps
in, the water takes on a whole new beauty! Must have
kayaking experience and be able to get in and out of a kayak
without assistance. 1 -2 people per double kayak.
• Ages 8-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Sunday, April 12, 6:00-7:30 pm
• Cost per person: Member/Resident $20
Non-member/Non-resident $25
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Program and Event Information
IA - Stand Up Paddle Boarding (SUP)
A whole new way to see the Intracoastal! Stand up paddling
makes it easier to see into the water below. Join us for a fun
paddle along the mangroves as we look for fish, turtles, and
manatees!
• Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Saturdays, 9:00-10:30 am
• March 28, April 18
• Cost per person: Member/Resident $20
Non-member/Non-resident $25
• Reservations required.
LITTLE WONDERS
Join us for stories, laughter, and fun, as we learn about
everything under the sun! Gumbo Limbo, a great place to
explore; aquariums, trails, gardens, and so much more! Make
a craft, meet an animal, take in the scene; come back every
month for a brand new theme!
• Ages 3-4 with an adult (no charge for adult).
• Saturdays, 10:00-11:00 am; March 14, April 4
• Cost per child: Member/Resident $5
Non-member/Non-resident $8
• Reservations required.
NATURE DETECTIVES
"Why’s the sky blue? Why are plants green? What’s inside
an egg? What does it all mean?” There is no end to a child’s
questions! Become a nature detective with your novice
naturalist as we investigate the mysteries of the world around
us.
• Ages 5-7 with an adult (no charge for adult).
• Saturdays, 11:30 am-12:30 pm; March 14, April 4
• Cost per child: Member/Resident $5
Non-member/Non-resident $8
• Reservations required.

S’MORE SCIENCE
Join us for this fun campfire program in our garden
amphitheater with a yummy treat.
• All ages; children under 18 must sign-up and participate
with an adult.
• Sundays, 5:00-6:00 pm, March 29, April 26
• Cost per person: Member/Resident $3
Non-member/Non-resident $5
• Reservations required.
THE SCIENCE OF NATURE
What is the name of the science that studies insects and
spiders? What does a dendrologist do? Come find out for
yourself! We will explore the science of nature and conduct
some scientific experiments and activities of our own.
Program for adults and families.
• Ages 8-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Sundays, 11:00 am-12:00 pm
• March 29 - Science Rocks
• April 26 - The Science of Digging up Stuff
• Cost per person: Member/Resident $5
Non-member/Non-resident $8
• Reservations required.
SEA TURTLE TALK
Get the inside scoop on our sea turtles. Meet some of
our current patients and hear their stories. Why are they
here? What can you do to help? Meet in the Sea Turtle
Rehabilitation Facility.
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an adult.
• Daily at 2:00 pm

WETLANDS AND WILDLIFE
Meet at Wakodahatchee Wetlands in Delray Beach (13026 Jog
Road) and learn about how inland water sources affect our
marine habitats. Learn about the birds and how they rely on
OUTDOOR MARINE AQUARIUM FEEDING
these critical habitats. Bring binoculars/cameras for this FREE
What is the connection between mangrove and coral reef
¾ mile boardwalk stroll.
communities? How do fish use these habitats? Learn about
• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
the fascinating behaviors of native fish, stingrays, and other
participate with an adult.
marine life during these free presentations. Meet at the
• Fridays; March 13, April 10, 8:30am; March 27, April 24,
aquariums.
3:00pm
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an adult. • Reservations recommended, walk-ins welcome based on
• Daily at 12:30 pm
availability.
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Volunteer of the Month - November and December 2019
by Rebecca Mannen, Volunteer Coordinator
Our Volunteer of the Month Program is designed to recognize volunteers who go above and beyond their assigned
or expected duties. These volunteers have made a significant contribution to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center by
donating their time, talents, and energy. They share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience
nature through observation and education. Volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff.

Frankie Gorora

Frankie Gorora was selected
as the November Volunteer of
the Month. Frankie started in
October and has already put in
over 250 hours! He volunteers
most often as a field trip
assistant or an aquarium guide,
but he has also helped at the
front desk and with our public
programs. He is incredibly
reliable, dedicated, and great at educating students and
visitors about the center. He is always willing to help out
wherever needed and has come in or stayed late multiple
times to help cover shifts.
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo
Limbo? “I really enjoy interacting with visitors where
I can impart our conservation mission and scientific
concepts of our natural environment, while listening
to their stories and responding to questions where
I can. Learning about these concepts through the
provided literature and staff members is interesting,
and I really enjoy the challenge of communicating our
mission in various ways to nature-stewards of all ages
and backgrounds. Connecting our positive choices and
actions to conservation success helps visitors feel the
power and duty to continue making the world a friendlier
place for nature.”
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve
learned since starting at Gumbo Limbo? “I attended a
presentation by Dr. Kirt, where he showed evidence for
a very interesting trend. Many visitors to Gumbo Limbo
learn that sea turtles nest more successfully when the
beach is dark, but in some cases, turtles can choose
beaches by buildings. Those buildings that follow light
regulations and have fewer residents in the summer
nesting months incidentally block sky glow from many of
us on the mainland. The accidental shielding by buildings
and Dr. Kirt’s explanation made something fascinating
out of something counterintuitive. Fortunately for the
turtles, they come in the summer!”

What is one example of something you do/ someone
can do to conserve the environment? “While we
work on bigger changes, we can make personal choices
that begin reducing our carbon emissions today. We
can reduce our meat and dairy intake, take public
transportation, or ride our bikes for short trips. I am
fortunate to live within a few miles of Gumbo Limbo and
bike whenever I can!”

Ivanis Sanchez-Cruz

The Volunteer of the Month for
December was Ivanis SanchezCruz. Ivanis started as a Sea
Turtle Rehabilitation Intern. She
loved it so much that after her
internship ended, she came
back a Rehabilitation Husbandry
volunteer. She can usually be found cleaning tanks,
cutting food, feeding turtles, and helping with any task
that needs to be done. She is responsible, hardworking,
and a fantastic volunteer.
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo
Limbo? “My favorite part of volunteering is having
the opportunity to be in contact with sea turtles, it is
truly rewarding knowing that I can contribute to the
rehabilitation process and the conservation of such
amazing creatures.”
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned
since starting at Gumbo Limbo? “The most interesting
thing I’ve learned in my time at Gumbo Limbo is that if
you pay attention, you can tell every sea turtle has its
own personality which makes them even more amazing.”
What is one example of something you do/ someone
can do to conserve the environment? “As an individual
trying to conserve the environment, I like to reduce the
use of plastics, reuse as much as possible and properly
dispose of things that can be recycled. Also, every time I
have the opportunity, I like to teach others to do so.”
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Turtle Walk and Hatchling Release Programs
What is a...?

How much are reservations?

Turtle Walk: Our adventure starts in our classroom
Turtle Walk: Resident/Member $12 each
learning about the sea turtles we find nesting in Florida. Non-resident/Non-member $17 each
Then, we will venture out for a walk along the beach and
Hatchling Release: Resident/Member: $8 each
the chance to see a nesting loggerhead turtle!
Non-resident/Non-member: $12 each
Hatchling Release: An exciting and unique program
about sea turtles beginning in our classroom, followed by How many reservations can I make?
a trip to the beach to watch Gumbo Limbo staff release
There is a limit of 6 reservations per membership or
baby sea turtles into the ocean!
household. Reservations are limited. No refunds or
exchanges. All evenings usually sell out in advance.

Are there age limits?

Turtle Walk: Children must be at least 8 years old.
Children under the age of 18 must attend with an adult.
Hatchling Release: Hatchling Releases are for all ages.
Children under the age of 18 must attend with an adult.

When do the programs occur?

Turtle Walk: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
evenings from June 2-July 9. The program will begin
promptly at 8:45 pm and ends after one loggerhead
turtle is seen (not guaranteed), or at 12:00 am,
whichever occurs first. Doors open at 8:30 pm for
check-in.
Hatchling Release: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday evenings: July 20-August 13, 8:00–9:30 pm;
August 13-September 10, 7:30–9:00 pm (no program
September 7). Doors open 15 minutes before the start
time listed above for check in.

How do I make reservations?

Online reservations are required through WebTrac:
webtrac.ci.boca-raton.fl.us. This program has been
used by Boca Raton Recreation Services for many years.
In order to use the system, you must have a household
registered in the system and a username and password.
If you have registered for other City of Boca Raton
programs, camps, or sporting activities, you may already
be in the system. You may call us at (561) 544-8605
to check. Learn more: gumbolimbo.org/registrationinformation.
Important: If you do not have a username and
password, please call or come in (see below) to have it
set-up in advance of reservations. Waiting for the day
of reservation sales to do so may result in a delay in the
ability to purchase reservations.

How can I obtain a username and password?

Residents of City of Boca Raton and/or Greater Boca
Raton Beach and Park District: Bring your driver’s
license and proof of residency to Gumbo Limbo Nature
Center, any Boca Raton Community Center, Tennis Center,
Pool, or Sugar Sand Field House.

When can I make reservations?

Turtle Walk: Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member
Reservations begin at 9:00 am on Tuesday, April 7.
General Reservations begin at 9:00 am on Tuesday,
April 21.
Hatchling Release: Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member
Reservations begin at 9:00 am on Tuesday, May 5.
General Reservations begin at 9:00 am on Tuesday,
May 19.

Non-residents: Come in or call (561) 544-8605.
Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members: Come in or call
(561) 544-8608.
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