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Target Feeding 
by Bryan Danson, Aquarist 

Have you ever noticed that our bigger animals do 
not seem to eat much, if at all, during our 12:30 pm 
feeding presentation?  Have you wondered how we 
feed them?  Well, you’re in luck!  We are going to 
give you a glimpse into our target feeding routine. 

Our larger animals need a little extra attention to 
get the amount of food that they need to keep 
them full and happy.  For example, our stingrays 
have mouths on their ventral surface (underneath 
their body) and during our daily 12:30 pm feeding 
presentation only a little bit of the food that is 
tossed in makes it all the way to the bottom of the 
aquariums.  In addition, our eels have very poor 
eyesight and eat slowly, therefore they cannot 
compete with the other fish in the tank for food.  
And finally, our tarpon and barracuda need a little 
extra food just for them.  The way we handle this is 
to offer a second feeding targeting the animals 
mentioned above. 

In the afternoons, we feed our eels, tarpon,  
barracuda, and stingrays an assortment of food 
items directly to them.  We feed shrimp, squid, and 
two different species of fish, herring and capelin.  
We generally feed these food items whole,  
although some will get cut up into smaller pieces to 
feed our yellow stingrays.  All the animals are 
trained to come to the same spot for their food.  
The green moray eels and southern stingrays come 
right to the side of the aquarium, at the top, and 
feed from a pair of long tongs used to protect the 
fingers of our aquarists. 

An aquarist assistant volunteer feeds squid to Mortimer, 
a green moray eel, with a pair of tongs. 

Every animal has a favorite food item.  For example, 
our green moray eels enjoy the capelin and herring 
the most.  The southern stingrays really like the 
squid, and the yellow stingrays and sharptail eels 
enjoy the shrimp.  However, we do still offer all 
food types to each animal to make sure that they 
have a balanced diet. 

While we don’t offer a public presentation as part 
of our target feeding, you can usually see our  
aquarist assistant volunteers feeding our shallow 
tank eels and stingrays on Sundays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays around 2:00 pm. Come by 
and check it out for yourself! 
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purchasing supplies and services for the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program,  
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Manager’s Corner 
by Leanne Welch, Manager 

Welcome to another edition of Hammock  
Happenings, Gumbo Limbo’s bi-monthly  
newsletter.  You can access “Hammock Happenings’ 
at any time on our website (www.gumbolimbo.org/
HammockHappenings).  As always, hardcopies are 
available in the Nature Center. 

As I write this letter, we are very busy preparing for 
our favorite day of the year… Gumbo Limbo’s 13th 
Sea Turtle Day Festival on March 2nd!  On a  
personal note, I was first introduced to Gumbo  
Limbo back in 2008 at the 3rd annual Sea Turtle Day 
Festival.  As I walked around with my then  
3-year-old, enjoying the exhibitors and vendors, I 
was in awe of this amazing place!  Never in a  
million years did I even imagine I would get to work 
here and to be a part of it all.  I’m happy to report 
that in the eleven years since my first visit, Sea  
Turtle Day has only gotten bigger and better (and I 
am still in awe of it!). 

April is Earth Month 
and there are so many 
great events being 
planned in the City of 
Boca Raton.  On April 
6th join us at Spring 
Fest at Spanish River 
Park from 10:00 am-
3:00 pm.  The Gumbo 
Limbo 10k Run and  
1-mile Walk will also be 
at Spanish River Park 
on April 14th.  On April 
27th we are having two 
awesome events.  First, in the morning, is the Great 
American Cleanup at Spanish River Park.  Be a part 
of the nation’s largest community service event by 
signing up (bit.ly/GLNC_31) to help us keep Boca’s 
beaches beautiful.  Then later that evening, come 
to Gumbo Limbo for the 3rd annual Earth Day movie 
night.  This year we are bringing in food trucks and 
having an art show spotlighting local artists before 
the movie.  See inside for more details.  Also in 
April, the reservations for our popular Turtle Walks 
go on sale.  Members of Friends of Gumbo Limbo 
get to make their reservations early with a unique 
access code, so there has never been a better time 
to become a member! 

Construction on the boardwalk is still ongoing, so 
please check our website (www.gumbolimbo.org) 
for the most recent updates.  We are already  
planning the programs and exhibits we will be able 
to feature once the boardwalk loop and tower are 
complete! 

Sometimes, it’s hard to keep up with all that’s going 
on!  I encourage you to sign up for e-mail updates 
and to “Like” us on Facebook, so you don’t miss a 
thing! 

Until next time… 

 ~Leanne 
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Staff Present Their Research at International Conference 
by Caitlin Bovery, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant 

Each year, scientists gather from around the world 
to attend the International Sea Turtle Symposium.  
This conference brings together experts in sea  
turtle research and conservation to share and  
exchange ideas to preserve and protect sea turtles 
worldwide.  In 2019, the symposium was in  
Charleston, South Carolina and Gumbo Limbo  
Nature Center’s staff were in attendance. 

Dr. Kirt Rusenko and David Anderson from the Sea 
Turtle Research and Conservation Program  
presented about sea turtle friendly lighting.  Dr. Kirt 
gave a presentation about his research on the 
effects of light pollution on sea turtles.  Hatchlings 
and nesting females can both become disoriented 
by bright white lights on or near the beach.  Dr. Kirt 
shared his techniques for measuring light levels on 
Boca Raton’s beaches.  David gave a demonstration 
on different types of sea turtle friendly lighting.  
The workshop stressed the importance of sharing 
this science with the public to encourage sea turtle 
friendly lighting on beaches.  David was also asked 
to share his expertise in a workshop on beach  
renourishment projects and how they affect sea 
turtle nesting. 

Whitney Crowder and Caitlin Bovery from the Sea 
Turtle Rehabilitation Program presented results of 
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center’s satellite tracking 
project.  Since 2014, some sea turtle patients have 
been selected for satellite tagging before release.  
With each satellite tag, researchers learn more 
about the behavior of sea turtles after  
rehabilitation.  Results 
showed that they use the 
same critical habitats as 
wild turtles.  At the  
symposium, staff met 
with representatives of 
other rehabilitation  
centers to start a larger 
study with the U.S.  
Geological Survey.  
Collaborating with other 
facilities will allow us to 
learn more about how  

rehabilitated sea turtles behave in comparison to 
wild sea turtles.  Follow along on our tracking page 
(www.gumbolimbo.org/satellite-tracking) to learn 
more about where our most recent patients are 
traveling. 

Whitney and Caitlin also gave two presentations 
about the ways recreational fishing can impact sea 
turtles.  Turtles are often caught by fishermen on 
piers and suffer injuries from gear.  Flipper  
entanglements in fishing line can cut off circulation 
or even amputate flippers.  Swallowing hooks can 
cause major damage to the digestive system.  The 
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program started an  
acoustic tagging project with research partners,  
Inwater Research Group, to monitor the behavior 
of sea turtles that are hooked at piers.  Unlike  
satellite tracking, the locations are not received in 
real time and must be downloaded from receivers 
placed underwater near the pier.  Gumbo Limbo 
Nature Center’s staff also collect blood and  
stomach content samples to examine the diet of 
these sea turtles.  This project is expected to last 
three years and will contribute to an ongoing study 
of juvenile green sea turtles near Boca Raton. 

Attending the International Sea Turtle Symposium 
presents a unique opportunity to share Gumbo 
Limbo Nature Center’s research and learn new 
techniques from other experts in sea turtle biology 
and conservation.  All the research presented 
would not have been possible without the  
generous support of Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 

Inc., the City of Boca  
Raton, the Greater Beach 
and Park District, and the 
dedication of our sea  
turtle, conservation and  
rehabilitation teams.   
Our staff look forward to  
implementing what they 
learned at the  
symposium and  
continuing our efforts to 
protect sea turtles. 

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center Sea Turtle Program Staff at 
the International Sea Turtle Symposium: Dr. Maria 

Chadam, Whitney Crowder, Kirt Rusenko, Caitlin Bovery, 
and David Anderson. 
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Save-the-Date: Un-Sea Coast Toast 

“Blue the Film” Screening + Sustainable Art Show 
Saturday, April 27, 2019 - 6:30-9:30 pm 

Celebrate Earth Month with Gumbo Limbo Nature Center as we host an Art Show featuring art made from 
sustainable materials by local artists, and an outdoor screening of the documentary "Blue the Film."  Dinner 
and snacks will be available for purchase from a variety of Food Trucks in our parking lot from 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
(cash and credit cards accepted).  We welcome you to bring your lawn chairs or blankets, sit under the stars, 
and enjoy this movie with us.  The movie will begin at 8:00 pm on an inflatable screen between our  
aquariums; come early and enjoy the art show and food trucks.  

Blue the Film takes us on a provocative journey into the ocean realm, witnessing a critical moment in time 
when the marine world is on a precipice.  Featuring passionate advocates for ocean preservation, Blue takes 
us into their world where the story of our changing ocean is unfolding.  We meet those who are defending 
habitats, campaigning for smarter fishing, combating marine pollution and fighting for the protection of  
keystone species.  This feature documentary comes at a time when we are making critical decisions that will 
decide the legacy we leave for generations to come.  In this 75-minute film, we will see that there is a way 
forward and the time to act is now.  

Bring chairs or blankets, mosquito repellent, and a refillable water bottle.  This film is recommended for ages 
10 and up.  Please carpool where possible as our parking is limited.  Children under 18 must be accompanied 
by an adult.  Thanks to Friends of Gumbo Limbo, there is no charge for the art show or movie.  Food available 
for purchase onsite.  Advanced, online registration is required as space is limited.  Visit our website 
(www.gumbolimbo.org) for registration and details on featured artists and food trucks. 
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City of Boca Raton Summer Camp Open House 
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Plastic Pollution and Sea Turtle Hatchlings 
by Sydney Jimenez, Marine Turtle Specialist 

Plastic is the most abundant form of pollution 
found in our ocean.  Before plastic ends up in our 
oceans however, it is often littered among our 
streets or public spaces.  Here, it can get washed 
away into storm drains and end up in our  
waterways, many of which eventually lead out into 
the ocean.  On top of this, plastic littered on  
beaches has an even more direct route to our 
oceans and other bodies of water.  Whether it is 
straws, bottles, nets, or fishing line, all plastic can 
pose a danger to the environment and the animals 
that live there, including sea turtles. 

Once they hatch and crawl down the beach and 
make their way into the ocean, hatchlings are  
subject to the many dangers of marine debris.  
Even large pieces of plastic will eventually pose a 
threat after being degraded and broken down into 
smaller pieces, called micro plastics, by the sun.  
Hatchlings are not picky when it comes to food and 
will consume just about anything that they can fit in 
their mouths, and micro plastics are the perfect size 
to be swallowed up by hatchlings.  When a  
hatchling eats too many pieces of plastic, or even 
one large piece, it can cause a blockage in their  
digestive tract, preventing them from being able to 
pass anything else that they swallow.  The hatchling 
will become weak and malnourished and can  

Loggerhead turtle hatchling floating in a sargassum  
seaweed mat.  Note the many pieces of plastic in a  

variety of sizes that are also floating within the seaweed.  

Loggerhead turtle hatchling floating near a sargassum  
seaweed mat. 

potentially die if the problem is not solved.  Many 
of the post-hatchling sea turtles that are treated in 
Gumbo Limbo’s Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility 
have bellies full of plastic that they end up passing 
while in the care of our staff.  Once those hatchlings 
are deemed healthy enough they are released back 
into the ocean where they will hopefully not suffer 
the same fate again. 

Plastic is an abundant form of marine debris that 
poses a potential threat to every animal and  
environment that it comes into contact with.   
Currently, billions of plastic bags and bottles are 
used across the U.S. every year, but there are many 
alternatives and ways to reduce plastic waste in our 
own lives, including using reusable shopping bags 
and bottles.  Swapping out all single use plastics 
with reusable options is a big first step to  
eliminating plastic from being our everyday norm.  
Other ways to contribute include volunteering with 
local cleanups, whether it’s on the beach or in your 
own neighborhood.  It’s always important to  
remember to reduce your consumption of single 
use plastics and to always recycle and properly  
dispose of all garbage.  Be sure to check with your 
local waste collection facility regarding the rules of 
how to properly recycle, as well as what items can 
be recycled, in your area. 
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MARCH 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

DAILY PROGRAMS 
12:30 Outdoor Aquarium Feeding 

2:00 Sea Turtle Talk  

1 
Parking Lot 
Closed for 
Event Set-up 

2 
Sea Turtle 
Day  
Festival 

3 4 5 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

6 
3:00 
Beach  
Treasures 

7 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

8 
8:30 
Wetlands & 
Wildlife 

9 
10:00 
Little 
Wonders 
 
11:30 
Nature 
Detectives 

10 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
SUP 

11 12 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

13 14 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

15 16 
1:30 
Seining 
the Lagoon 

17 18 19 
8:30 Animal  
Adventures 
Day Camp 
 
11:00 Guided
Nature Walk 
 
7:00 
Eco-Watch  
Lecture 

20 
8:30 
Animal  
Adventures 
Day Camp 

  
3:00 
Beach  
Treasures 

21 
8:30 
Animal  
Adventures 
Day Camp 
 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

22 
3:00 
Wetlands & 
Wildlife 

23 
12:30 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
Canoeing 

24 
5:00 
S'more  
Science 

25 26 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

27 28 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

29 30 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
SUP 

31 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
Kayaking 

DON’T MISS THE CITY OF BOCA RATON SUMMER CAMP OPEN HOUSE 
Boca Raton Community Center · 150 Crawford Blvd Boca Raton 33432 

Sunday, March 24, 12:00 - 4:00 pm 
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APRIL 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

3 
3:00 
Beach  
Treasures 

4 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

5 6 
10:00 
Little 
Wonders 
 
11:30 
Nature 
Detectives 

7 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
SUP 

8 
9:00 

Members 
Only Online 
Turtle Walk 
Reservations 
Begin (page13) 

9 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

10 11 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

12 
8:30 
Wetlands & 
Wildlife 

13 
1:30 
Seining 
the Lagoon 

14 
7:00 
Gumbo  
Limbo Run 
(page 14) 

15 
9:00  
General  
Online Turtle 
Walk  
Reservations 
Begin (page 
13) 

16 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 
 
7:00 
Eco-Watch  
Lecture 

17 
3:00 
Beach  
Treasures 

18 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

19 20 
12:30 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
Canoeing 

21 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
Kayaking 

22 23 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

24 25 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

26 
3:00 
Wetlands &
Wildlife 

27 
8:00 Great  

 American  
Cleanup 
 
1:30 
Intracoastal 
Adventures - 
Kayaking 
 

 6:30  Art 
Show &  
Documentary 
Screening  
(page 5) 

28 
 
5:00 
S'more  
Science 

29 30 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk DAILY PROGRAMS 

12:30 Outdoor Aquarium Feeding
2:00 Sea Turtle Talk  
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Nature Program Information 

 

• For most programs, reservations are recommended with walk-ins welcome based on availability.   
Reservations accepted online (www.gumbolimbo.org) or at (561) 544-8615.  Exceptions are noted. 

• Programs may be cancelled due to inclement weather or insufficient registrations.  No refunds unless  
cancellation is by Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. 

• Many of our programs are family-oriented; children under 18 must participate with an adult unless 
otherwise specified. 

• Friends of Gumbo Limbo members receive a discount on many of our programs. Visit our website 
(www.gumbolimbo.org/membership) for additional information. 

ANIMAL ADVENTURES DAY CAMP 
Join us during Spring Break to explore topics in  
science and nature. Register for 1, 2, or all 3 days!   
Day 1: Marine Mammals: From manatees to minke 
whales, find out about the many marine mammals 
that call the ocean home.  
Day 2: Reptile Revolution: Come learn about the 
amazing adaptations of turtles, snakes, crocodiles 
and more! 
Day 3: Fish Frenzy: We will have a fun-filled day 
discovering the secret lives of fish.  
• Grades 1-3 
• Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday; March 19, 20, 21 
• 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
• Cost per child per day: Member $25, Non-

Member $30 
• Registration required. 
 

BEACH TREASURES 
Sand dollars? Sponges? Oh, what treasures you 
may find… sea beans, coral, shells, and more; see 
what the sea has left behind! Meet at the Center to 
learn about shells and sea life; caravan to Red Reef 
Beach Park for beachcombing with the experts! 
• There is no charge for this program. 
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied 

by an adult. 
• Wednesdays; March 6, March 20, April 3, April 17 
• 3:00-4:30 pm 
• Reservations recommended. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

ECO-WATCH LECTURE SERIES: GET ON THE  
ENVIRONMENTAL CUTTING EDGE 
Are you interested in learning about the natural 
world around us? Attend our annual lecture series 
for a presentation by a guest scientist, researcher, 
or other expert.  
March 19: Mitigating the Coming Climate  
Catastrophe. Welcoming back Richard Emory with 
his most recent updates on how humanity can 
spare our planet from climate chaos. 
April 16: Paleontologist Robert DePalma will reveal 
the exotic and mysterious creatures that existed 
beneath the waves while the dinosaurs ruled the 
land over 65 million years ago. The lecture will be 
accompanied by a selection of rare, never-before 
exhibited fossils during the Q&A period.  
• Recommended for ages 14 & up. Children under 

18 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Tuesdays; March 19, April 16
7:00-8:30 pm
$5 donation per person

• Reservations recommended. 

GREAT AMERICAN CLEAN-UP 
Join millions across America for the nation’s largest 
community service program! Get involved by  
signing up for a beach or mangrove clean up with 
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. Event t-shirts (limited 
supply) and supplies provided by Keep Palm Beach 
County Beautiful, Inc. sponsors. Community service 
hours awarded, groups welcome. All ages; children 
under 18 must sign-up and participate with an 
adult. No drop-offs. 
• Saturday, April 27, 8:00 am 
• Registration is required, space is limited. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 
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Nature Program Information 

GUIDED NATURE WALK 
Join us for a FREE guided walk along the Ashley 
Trail, a quarter-mile natural trail that winds through 
the butterfly garden, coastal hammock, and  
mangroves, to a sandy beach by the Intracoastal. 
Observe local flora and fauna as your naturalist 
guides you on this island exploration. Meet on the 
front porch of the center. 
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied 

by an adult. 
• Tuesdays and Thursdays 
• 11:00 am-12:00 pm 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES - CANOEING 
Nature-lovers, discover the magic of the mangroves 
with a Gumbo Limbo guide on a canoe paddle along 
the Intracoastal Waterway. Must be experienced at 
canoeing and be able to get into and out of a canoe 
without assistance. 2-3 people per canoe. 
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Saturdays; March 23, April 20 
• 12:30-2:00 pm  
• Cost per person: Member $15, Non-member $22 
• Reservations required. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES - KAYAKING 
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise! Join us for 
a kayak tour as we learn about the fascinating  
wildlife that calls the Intracoastal home.  Must have 
kayaking experience and  be able to get in and out 
of a kayak without assistance. 1-2 people per  
double kayak. 
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Sundays; March 31, April 21; 9:00-11:00 am.  
• Saturday, April 27, 1:30-3:30 pm 
• Cost per person: Member $20, Non-member $30 
• Reservations required. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES 
STAND UP PADDLE BOARDING (SUP) 
A whole new way to see the Intracoastal! Stand up 
paddling makes it easier to see into the water  
below. Join us for a fun paddle along the  
mangroves as we look for fish, turtles, and  
manatees! 
• Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up 

and participate with an adult. 
• Sundays; March 10, April 7; 9:00-11:00 am 
• Saturday, March 30, 9:00-11:00 am  
• Cost per person: Member $20, Non-member $30 
• Reservations required.  
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

LITTLE WONDERS 
Join us for stories, laughter, and fun, as we learn 
about everything under the sun! Gumbo Limbo, a 
great place to explore; aquariums, trails, gardens, 
and so much more! Make a craft, meet an animal, 
take in the scene; come back every month for a 
brand new theme!  
• Ages 3-4 with an adult (no charge for adult). 
• Saturdays; March 9, April 6 
• 10:00-11:00 am 
• Cost per child: Member $5, Non-member $8 
• Reservations recommended. 

NATURE DETECTIVES 
"Why’s the sky blue? Why are plants green? What’s 
inside an egg? What does it all mean?” There is no 
end to a child’s questions! Become a nature  
detective with your novice naturalist as we  
investigate the mysteries of the world around us. 
• Ages 5-7 with an adult (no charge for adult). 
• Saturdays; March 9, April 6 
• 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
• Cost per child: Member $5, Non-member $8 
• Reservations recommended. 

page 11 



Nature Program Information 

OUTDOOR MARINE AQUARIUM FEEDING 
What is the connection between mangrove and 
coral reef communities? How do fish use these  
habitats? Learn about the fascinating behaviors of 
native fish, stingrays, and other marine life during 
these free presentations. Meet at the outdoor  
marine aquariums.  
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with 

an adult. 
• Daily at 12:30 pm 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

S’MORE SCIENCE 
Join us for this fun campfire program in our garden 
amphitheater with a yummy treat.  
• All ages; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Sundays; March 24, April 28 
• 5:00-6:00 pm  
• Cost per person: Member $3, Non-member $5 
• Reservations required. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

SEA TURTLE DAY FESTIVAL 
This fun-filled family day of environmental  
education will be packed with exciting things to see 
and do, including face painting, aquarium feedings, 
children’s theater, guided nature walks, kid’s  
activities, awesome booths, and more!  Lunch and 
snacks available for purchase from food trucks and 
concessionaires.  Bring your own refillable bottle; 
free water refill stations available.  All event parking 
in Spanish River Park; parking is free, and free 
shuttles provided.  For more information, visit our 
event website (www.gumbolimbo.org/
SeaTurtleDay). 
• All ages. Children under 18 must be accompanied 

by an adult. 
• Saturday, March 2, 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
• Cost per person: Suggested donation of $5 

SEA TURTLE TALK 
Get the inside scoop on our Sea Turtle  
Rehabilitation Facility. Last year, over 100 sea turtle 
patients were treated at Gumbo Limbo. Meet some 
of our current patients and hear their stories. Why 
are they here? What can you do to help? Meet in 
the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility. 
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with 

an adult. 
• Daily at 2:00 pm 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

SEINING THE LAGOON 
Wading in the Intracoastal Waterway just behind 
Gumbo Limbo, we catch (and release) fish, shrimp, 
crabs, and more! With hand-held dip nets and large 
seine nets, get up close and personal with our local 
marine life. Closed toed shoes required (old  
sneakers or water shoes; no sandals). Bring a 
change of clothes & towel. 
• Ages 10-adult; children under 18 must sign-up 

and participate with an adult. 
• Saturdays; March 16, April 13 
• 1:30-3:00 pm 
• Cost per person: Member $7, Non-member $10 
• Reservations required. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 

WETLANDS & WILDLIFE 
Wakodahatchee is a man-made wetland which has 
become a favorite for birders and photographers.  
Bring your binoculars and join us for a FREE ¾ mile 
morning or afternoon guided boardwalk tour to 
learn more about Florida’s wetland birds and  
ecosystems. Meet our Gumbo Limbo naturalist at 
the Wakodahatchee Wetlands boardwalk in Delray 
Beach (call 561-544-8615 for directions). 
• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Fridays; March 8, April 12; 8:30-10:30 am 
• Fridays; March 22, April 26; 3:00-5:00 pm 
• Reservations recommended. 
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather. 
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Turtle Walk and Hatchling Release Program Information 

FAQs Turtle Walk Hatchling Release 

What is a...? 

Our adventure starts in our classroom 
learning about the sea turtles we find 
nesting in Florida.  Then, we will  
venture out for a walk along the beach…
and the chance to see a nesting  
loggerhead turtle! 

An exciting and unique program about sea 
turtles beginning in our classroom, followed 
by a trip to the beach to watch Gumbo Limbo 
staff release baby sea turtles into the ocean! 

Are there age 
limits? 

Children must be at least 8 years old for 
Turtle Walks.  Minors under the age of 
18 must attend with an adult. 

Hatchling Releases are for all ages.  Minors 
under the age of 18 must attend with an adult. 

When do the 
programs occur? 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  
evenings from June 3-July 10. 

The program will begin promptly at 8:45 
pm and ends after one loggerhead  
turtle is seen (not guaranteed), or at 
12:00 am, whichever occurs first. 

Doors open at 8:30 pm for check-in. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
evenings: 

July 15-August 8, 8:00–9:30 pm 

August 12-September 5, 7:30–9:00 pm (no 
program September 2) 

Doors open 15 minutes before the start time 
listed above for check in. 

How do I make 
reservations? 

Advanced, online reservations required 
via Eventbrite (www.eventbrite.com).  

Advanced, online reservations required via 

Eventbrite (www.eventbrite.com).  

When 
can I make 
reservations? 

Members-Only Reservations begin at 
9:00 am on April 8, 2019. 

General Reservations begin at 9:00 am 
on April 15, 2019. 

Members-Only Reservations begin at 9:00 am 
on May 13, 2019. 

General Reservations begin at 9:00 am on May 
20, 2019. 

How much are  
reservations? 

$10 each for Members-Only  

Reservations, $17 each for General  

Reservations; plus Eventbrite service 

fees. 

$10 each for Members-Only Reservations $17 

each for General Reservations; plus Eventbrite 

service fees. 

How many 
reservations 
can I make? 

General Reservations: 6 
Individual Memberships: 2 
Family Memberships: 6 
Donor/Contributor Memberships: 10 

Members will receive a unique, one 
time use access code.  Members may 
purchase  additional reservations during 
General Reservations (General  
Reservations price and limits apply). 

General Reservations: 6 
Individual Memberships: 2 
Family Memberships: 6 
Donor/Contributor Memberships: 10 

Members will receive a unique, one time use 
access code.  Members may purchase   
additional reservations during General  
Reservations (General Reservations price  
and limits apply). 

page 13 

https://www.eventbrite.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/


You Can Support Gumbo Limbo! 
www.gumbolimbo.org/Contribute 
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2018 Volunteer of the Year & Dec 2018 Volunteer of the Month 
by Rebecca Mannen, Volunteer Coordinator 

Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month and Volunteer of the Year Program is designed to recognize  
Volunteers who go above and beyond their assigned or expected duties.  These volunteers have made a  
significant contribution to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service.  They have  
donated their time, talents, and energy, and share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and  
experience nature through observation and education.  Volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo 
Limbo staff. 

Gumbo Limbo’s 2018 Volunteer of the year was selected by the staff for his amazing work, personality, and 
dedication to Gumbo Limbo.  The volunteer chosen for 2018 was Cary Boudreau.  

Congratulations Cary!  Cary started volunteering in January 2016; he has 
just reached 3 years of volunteer service.  He volunteered over 200 hours 
in 2018.  Cary is incredibly multitalented and has volunteered in multiple 
positions at Gumbo Limbo including Animal Husbandry, Sea Turtle  
Rehabilitation Educator, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Husbandry, Special 
Events, construction and maintenance projects, and as our sea turtle  
ambassador, Luna!  Most of the times you’ve seen Luna, whether it was at 
Sea Turtle Day, on our holiday parade float, or at Luna’s birthday party, 
that was Cary bringing Luna to life and helping make those events  
successful.  Cary also goes above and beyond to care for all the animals at 
Gumbo Limbo and has even helped train new volunteers for the animal 
husbandry assignment. 

Al Pelligrinelli was chosen as the volunteer of the month for December 2018. Al 
works at the aquariums one morning a week, teaching visitors about Florida’s  
marine environments.  He often helps give the daily public feeding presentation.  He 
also hosts our “Early Birding with Al” program, giving bird watching tours to visitors.  
Thank you, Al, for everything you do for Gumbo Limbo! 

Interview with the December 2018 volunteer of the month: 
Name: Al Pelligrinelli 
Start date: January 31st, 2009 
Hours worked in December: 15 
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo Limbo? “The interaction with 
all the other volunteers, staff, and especially our visitors.  Learning so much from so 
many and being able to help others to appreciate the environment.” 
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned since starting at Gumbo Limbo? “When I started at 
Gumbo Limbo, I knew very little about the marine environment and its flora and fauna- it has been  
eye-opening.” 
What is one example of something you do/ someone can do to conserve the environment? “Every person I 
know who comes to South Florida I encourage to come to Gumbo Limbo to see the importance of and how to 
maintain our environment.  Read-listen-verify- VOTE!” 
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