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Release at Sea: Sea Turtle Success Story
by Caitlin Bovery, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant Coordinator

On April 3, 2018, Gumbo Limbo’s sea turtle rehabilitation staff responded to a call about a large, injured sea
turtle in Port Everglades, Florida. Euphorbia, an adult female loggerhead sea turtle, had wandered far off
course and ended up in the intake canal at the powerplant. With help from the Broward County Sea Turtle
Program and a crane, Euphorbia was carefully removed from the canal and examined by Gumbo Limbo’s rehabilitation staff. Several deep lacerations to her flippers suggested that she may have been attacked by a
predator, likely a large shark. Despite sustaining substantial damage, the team was confident that she would
survive her injuries, but could they save all of her flippers?

After carefully transporting the over 230 pound sea turtle back to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, veterinarian,
Dr. Maria Chadam performed emergency surgery on both of her front flippers to repair the damage. The right
flipper was badly damaged and had infected tissues that were beginning to die off. Dr. Chadam prescribed
medicinal maggot therapy which helps to safely debride the wounds to remove dead tissue while leaving the
healthy tissue completely intact. Once the healthy tissue was exposed, another surgery was performed to
patch up the wounds, and another round of medicinal maggots was applied to keep the wound clean. As the
flipper began to heal, swelling of the wound became problematic and our rehabilitation team needed a solution. That’s where the leeches came in! Medicinal leeches are incredibly beneficial and can help reduce swelling.
After four months of healing in a shallow, calm
environment, Euphorbia was ready to try out
her healed flipper in a larger space. She was
transferred to a large tank behind the scenes at
Gumbo Limbo to allow her to stretch her flippers and retrain her muscles to use the injured
right flipper. In this tank, our rehabilitation staff
could create a strong current and provide deeper water for Euphorbia to exercise her flipper. It
took another two and a half months of physical
therapy for Euphorbia to be strong enough to
swim on her own in the ocean.

Continued on page 6
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Manager’s Corner
by Leanne Welch, Manager
Happy New Year and welcome to our newest edition
of Hammock Happenings, Gumbo Limbo’s bi-monthly
newsletter. You can access Hammock Happenings at
any time at gumbolimbo.org/HammockHappenings.
As always, hardcopies are available in the Nature
Center.

While the rest of the country is bundled up against
the harsh winter temperatures, we are enjoying our
best weather here in Boca Raton. Stop by to take advantage of our seasonal programming such as our
monthly campfire program (S’more Science), and our
Eco-Watch lecture series. If your New Year’s resolution includes a promise to get more exercise, we can
help! Join us for a FREE guided walk on our nature
trail and butterfly garden twice a week, as well as an
offsite program twice a month at neighboring Wakodahatchee Wetlands in Delray Beach.

One of the biggest changes that you will notice if
you have visited our nature center lately is that our
boardwalk is closed (again). This is because we have
construction crews hard at work rebuilding our observation tower and completing the rest of the
boardwalk loop! Sometime this Spring we will be
able to welcome you to walk the entire ½ mile loop
through the hammock and to once again climb the
40-foot tower for spectacular views of the ocean
and intracoastal waterway.

We are currently following three of our rehabilitated sea turtles as they swim free in the Atlantic
Ocean. Visit our tracking webpage, gumbolimbo.org/satellite-tracking for the most up to date locations of Kraken, Euphorbia, and Buckbeak. The
work our sea turtle rehabilitation crew does is truly
remarkable, and they have been recognized at
many international conferences for the groundbreaking technology and therapies used to help sea
turtles here at Gumbo Limbo. Keep reading inside
for a story about one of our biggest patients so far.
Speaking of sea turtles, preparations for our popular Sea Turtle Day Festival are well underway. Mark
your calendar for March 2 for another fun-filled day
celebrating everyone’s favorite reptile. This year’s
theme is “Plastic Free by the Sea” and we are excited to see you there.
Until next time…

~Leanne
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She’s a Strong, Independent Shark
by Valerie Tovar, Environmental Educator
Parthenogenesis, derived from Greek origin meaning “virgin birth”, is a form of asexual reproduction
that includes only the presence of one parent. It is
observed in insects, amphibians, reptiles, plants,
and even sharks. You read that correctly, I said
sharks! In recent years, there has been documentation of certain species of female sharks reproducing
without the presence of a male shark companion
(talk about independence). It is unknown if this form
of reproduction is popular among the world’s wild
shark population, but there have been multiple cases of this taking place in captivity.

The first documented case of parthenogenesis occurring in sharks was recorded in 2001 in Nebraska.
There were three female hammerhead sharks who
hadn’t reproduced in three years and had no physical contact with any male companions. Then suddenly… BOOM! Out comes a baby hammerhead!
How could this have happened if there were no
male mates? The shark mating ritual can be a violent
one, leaving gash marks and large wounds from
latching on to a female while mating, yet there were
no signs of this activity. Up until 2001, it was believed that sharks could not reproduce unless both
male and female were present. After multiple DNA
tests and back and forth uncertainties, it was found
that the young hammerhead shark did NOT have
any male DNA.
Parthenogenesis can take place for different reasons
such as a lack of male presence (as noted in Nebraska) or conditions that are not ideal. This form of reproduction is beneficial because females do not
have to expend their energy on seeking a mate. This

allows the females to produce the next generation
when there is a lack of male presence. Parthenogenesis usually results in the production of females
which serves a beneficial purpose - that female can
bear the next generation, therefore the growth of
the population will increase. If the goal for reproduction is to reproduce the quickest way possible,
parthenogenesis is the way to go. Genetic stability is
another advantage; instead of having genetic
makeup from two different parents, it now only derives it from one. This way, an animal is born already
suited for its environmental surroundings and niche,
and if that environment is stable and healthy, then
parthenogenesis adds to the stability. For example,
genes that make an individual less fit for its environment and survival will not be introduced into the
gene pool. This makes the overall fitness of the individual stronger than it would be otherwise.

Even though parthenogenesis has advantages, it is
an uncommon form of reproduction for most species. Although parthenogenesis creates genetic stability, it does not contribute to genetic diversity
which is crucial. Genetic diversity could potentially
strengthen a gene pool over time and parthenogenesis limits that. Here at Gumbo Limbo, we do not
have any sharks in our tanks, so the chances of seeing parthenogenesis are slim. However, we do have
a different type of cartilaginous fish: sting rays!
Make sure to stop by the aquariums at Gumbo Limbo and see the various sizes, shapes and colors that
our rays display! And if there is ever any hint of parthenogenesis going on here, we’ll let you and the
rest of the world know!

page 4

Friends of Gumbo Limbo
6th Annual Great Give

Just announced is the 6th Annual Great Give, which will take place on April 24, 2019. This 24-hour online
fundraising event will be co-hosted by United Way of Palm Beach County and United Way of Martin County.
Great Give provides the opportunity for Gumbo Limbo's supporters to donate and make their dollar go further, and allows for additional bonus dollars from matching donation and bonus donor pools. You can find
more information at greatgiveflorida.org or follow along on social media at #GreatGive424.

OUR VOLUNTEERS MAKE GUMBO LIMBO A SUCCESS!
•
•
•

Do you like Marine Animals?
Is Education your passion?
Do you like to meet and talk to
people every day?

Volunteer Opportunities Include:
•
•
•
•

If so, then we need you! There are over 20
positions available. Our volunteers contribute
over 36,000 hours annually. We could not
survive without the tireless efforts of our capable, dedicated volunteers… people just like you!

•
•
•

Volunteer Requirements:
•
•

A Few Benefits of being a Volunteer:
•
•
•
•
•

20% Discount in the Gift Store
Eligibility for Volunteer awards
Volunteer appreciation events
Free or discounted programs
HAVING FUN!

Animal Husbandry
Marine Aquarium Guide
Aquarist Assistant
Green Thumb (Gardening)
School Program Assistant
Welcome Desk Greeter
And MANY more!

•

Be 16 or older
Pass a background check
Pay a $35 fee which covers your handbook, volunteer shirt, and name badge.

Contact Rebecca Mannen to set up an interview.
(561) 544-8538 or rmannen@myboca.us
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Mullet Run
by Keith Herman, Senior Aquarist
While I hope this brings visions of bouffant bangs and shoulder length hair racing down the road the mullet
run on the Florida coast has an entirely different meaning. Mullet, of the fish family Mugilidae, are a common
sight in shallow Florida waters. They are generally long and slender, silver in color, and have a tendency to
jump out of the water. (If you have seen fish jumping in the Intracoastal Waterway you have very likely seen
a mullet.)
These fish are known to range into North Carolina and
possibly further for their summer feeding grounds. As the
days shorten and the waters cool each fall the mullet
start swimming to the coastline. As the small aggregations turn into larger shoals they can be seen from high
above moving south as a large black blob. On the east
coast of Florida each beach in turn has its chance to host
this swimming mass, generally happening between September and October. As the school moves it attracts unwanted attention of nearby predators. Fish like tarpon,
snook, jacks, and sharks are sure to notice such an abundance of food. This feast represents one of the last easy
meals they will get for the year.
The adult mullet that make it all the way to the southern tip of Florida then swim offshore to mate. thus ensuring the next generation of baby mullet have a chance to take on this migration on their own in the years
to come.

Release at Sea continued from page 1
Euphorbia’s flipper wounds healed completely, but she didn’t quite have a full range of motion in her injured
flipper. Despite her slightly limited flexibility, our rehabilitation team was confident that she was strong
enough to return to the ocean.
To help Euphorbia start out her journey back to the ocean “on the right flipper”, our staff decided to release
Euphorbia from a boat offshore. On November 13, 2018, the Boca Raton Police Department Marine Patrol
helped return Euphorbia to the sea. It took over 8 staff to safely lift the now over 250 pound sea turtle into the police boat to
prepare for the journey. Then it was just a quick trip from
Spanish River Park to the waters offshore of Boca Raton to
take Euphorbia home. Photographer, Ben Hicks, was on hand
to capture stunning video of Euphorbia heading back into the
ocean, which can be seen here: youtube.com/watch?
v=YnpXMWI1HW4
Fortunately, we didn’t have to say goodbye to Euphorbia just
yet. Euphorbia is a part of an ongoing research project placing
satellite transmitters on sea turtles rehabilitated at Gumbo
Limbo. Be sure to check out her journey online at conserveturtles.org/trackingmap/?id=214
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Sea Turtle Day Festival 2019: Plastic Free by the Sea
by Kristin Child, Environmental Program Coordinator & Alyssa Saldarriaga, Environmental Educator
We are excited to announce the return of our Sea Turtle Day Festival on Saturday, March 2nd, 2019! Join us
and our invited exhibitors for our annual, day-long environmental festival, filled with family friendly activities, and (you guessed it) sea turtles!
Did you know that scientists estimate eight million
metric tons of plastic end up in our oceans each year?
This equals a garbage truck full of plastic being
dumped into the ocean every minute! Gumbo Limbo’s
Sea Turtle Day 2019 theme is “Plastic Free by the Sea”
to demonstrate the many ways that we can help keep
our oceans clean for a brighter, healthier future for
wildlife and ourselves.
Fish, seabirds, sea turtles, and marine mammals can
become entangled in, or ingest plastic debris. This can
lead to suffocation, starvation, and drowning. Humans
are not immune to this threat. As plastic breaks down
to tiny particles, it ends up in the seafood we eat and water we drink. Please join Gumbo Limbo in bringing to
light the efforts that we can make to leave a positive impact in our ocean!
There is so much to do on Sea Turtle Day. We’ve got some new activities, and some returning favorites. Fees
may apply; see gumbolimbo.org/Sea-Turtle-Day
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visit the Sea turtle Rehabilitation Facility
Stop by our Creature Feature area
Attend one of the Outdoor Animal Feedings
Check out the Florida Atlantic University Research Gallery
Sign-up for a short Intracoastal Adventures kayak or stand up paddle board tour
Science crafts, activities, and games for the kids
And of course, pictures with Luna!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Festival hours are 9:00 am-4:00 pm.
Food trucks will be onsite.
Free water bottle refill station available.
Entry is a suggested donation of $5 per person.
The festival is rain or shine.
Free parking and continuous shuttles from Spanish River
Park (3001 N. Ocean Blvd).
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January 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Daily Programs
12:30 Outdoor

Wednes2
8:30
Animal
Adventures
Day Camp

Aquarium Feeding

Thursday
3
8:30
Animal
Adventures
Day Camp

Friday
4
8:30
Animal
Adventures
Day Camp

5
10:00
Little
Wonders
11:30
Nature
Detectives

2:00
Seining
the Lagoon

2:00 Sea Turtle Talk

Saturday

6

7

8
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

9
3:00
Beach
Treasures

10
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

11
8:30
Wetlands &
Wildlife

12
12:30
Intracoastal
Adventures Canoeing

13
9:00
Intracoastal
Adventures Stand Up Paddle Boarding

14

15
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

16

17
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

18

19
9:00
Intracoastal
Adventures Kayaking

25
3:00
Wetlands &
Wildlife

26
2:00
Seining the
Lagoon

7:00pm
Eco-Watch
Lecture Series

20
21
5:00
S'more Science

22
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

23
3:00
Beach
Treasures

24
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

28

29
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

30

31
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

27
9:00
Intracoastal
Adventures Kayaking

Program
details pages
10-12. Fees
may apply.

February 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
10:00
Little
Wonders
11:30
Nature
Detectives

5
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

6
3:00
Beach
Treasures

7
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

8
8:30
Wetlands &
Wildlife

9
12:00
Intracoastal
Adventures Kayaking

10
11
9:00
Intracoastal
Adventures Stand Up Paddle Boarding

12
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

13

14
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

15

16
2:00
Seining the
Lagoon

17
5:00pm
S'more
Science

19
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

20
3:00
Beach
Treasures

21
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

22
3:00
Wetlands &
Wildlife

23
12:30
Intracoastal
Adventures Canoeing

27

28
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

3

4

18

7:00
Eco-Watch
Lecture Series

24
9:00
Intracoastal
Adventures Kayaking

25

26
11:00
Guided
Nature Walk

Nature Program Information
•

For most programs, reservations are recommended with walk-ins welcome based on availability. Reservations accepted at gumbolimbo.org or (561) 544-8615. Exceptions are noted.
• Programs may be cancelled due to weather or insufficient registrations. No refunds unless cancellation is
by Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.
• Many of our programs are family-oriented; children must participate with an adult unless otherwise specified.
• Friends of Gumbo Limbo members receive a discount on many of our programs. Visit gumbolimbo.org/
membership for additional information.
ANIMAL ADVENTURES DAY CAMP
Join us during Spring Break to explore topics in science and nature. Register for one, two, or all three
days!
Day 1: Marine Mammals: From manatees to minke
seals, find out about the many marine mammals
that call the ocean home.
Day 2: Reptile Revolution: Come learn about the
amazing adaptations of turtles, snakes, crocodiles
and more!
Day 3: Fish Frenzy: We will have a fun-filled day discovering the secret lives of fish.
• Grades 1-3
• Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday; Mar 19, 20, 21;
8:30 am-12:00 pm
• Cost per child per day: Member $25, NonMember $30
• Registration required.

BEACH TREASURES
Sand dollars? Sponges? Oh, what treasures you may
find… sea beans, coral, shells, and more; see what
the sea has left behind! Meet at the Center to learn
about shells and sea life; caravan to Red Reef Beach
Park for beachcombing with the experts!
• There is no charge for this program.
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied
by an adult.
• Jan 9, Jan 23, Feb 6, Feb 20, Mar 6, Mar 20, Apr 3,
Apr 17; 3:00-4:30 pm
• Reservations recommended.
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.

ECO-WATCH LECTURE SERIES: GET ON THE
ENVIRONMENTAL CUTTING EDGE
Are you interested in learning about the natural
world around us? Attend Gumbo Limbo Nature Center’s lecture series for a presentation by a guest scientist, researcher, or other expert.
January 15: With NOAA to the Deep Gulf of Mexico
Dr. Charles Messing, Nova Southeastern University
will open our eyes to amazing research done aboard
on the Okeanos Explorer, among the deep-water
coral and sponge communities.
February 19: Birding South Florida. Birder and author Brian Rapoza, Tropical Audubon Society, will
share his experience and expertise in S FL migratory
bird id with a beautiful photo presentation and
“tricks of the trade”!
March 19: Mitigating the Coming Climate Catastrophe. Welcoming back Richard Emory with his most
recent updates on how humanity can spare our
planet from climate chaos. Yes, there are answers!
April 16: TBA
•

Recommended for ages 14 & up. Children under
18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Tuesdays; Jan 15, Feb 19, Mar 19, Apr 16; 7:008:30 pm
• Reservations recommended.
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Nature Program Information
GREAT AMERICAN CLEAN-UP
Join millions across America for the nation’s largest
community service program! Get involved by signing
up for a beach or mangrove clean up with Gumbo
Limbo Nature Center. Event t-shirts (limited supply)
and supplies provided by Keep Palm Beach County
Beautiful, Inc. sponsors. Community service hours
awarded, groups welcome. All ages; children under
18 must sign-up and participate with an adult. No
drop-offs.
• Saturday, Apr 27, 8:00 am
• Registration is required, space is limited.
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.
GUIDED NATURE WALK
Join us for a FREE guided walk along the Ashley Trail,
a quarter-mile natural trail that winds through the
butterfly garden, coastal hammock, and mangroves,
to a sandy beach by the Intracoastal. Observe local
flora and fauna as your naturalist guides you on this
island exploration. Meet on the front porch of the
center.
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied
by an adult.
• Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 am-12:00 pm
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.
INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES - CANOEING
Nature-lovers, discover the magic of the mangroves
with a Gumbo Limbo guide on a canoe paddle along
the Intracoastal Waterway. Must be experienced at
canoeing and be able to get into and out of a canoe
without assistance. 2-3 people per canoe.
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Saturdays; Jan 12, Feb 23, Mar 23, Apr 20; 12:302:00 pm
• Cost per person: Member $15, Non-member $22
• Reservations required.
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.

INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES - KAYAKING
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise! Join us for
a kayak tour as we learn about the fascinating wildlife that calls the Intracoastal home. Must have
kayaking experience and be able to get in and out of
a kayak without assistance. 1-2 people per double
kayak.
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Sundays; Jan 27, Feb 24, Mar 31, Apr 21; 9:0011:00 am.
• Saturdays; Jan 19, 9:00-11:00 am; Feb 9, 12:002:00 pm; Apr 27, 1:30-3:30 pm
• Cost per person: Member $20, Non-member $30
• Reservations required.
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.
INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES –
STAND UP PADDLE BOARDING (SUP)
A whole new way to see the Intracoastal! Stand up
paddling makes it easier to see into the water below. Join us for a fun paddle along the mangroves as
we look for fish, turtles, and manatees!
• Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with an adult.
• Sundays; Jan 13, Feb 10, Mar 10, Apr 7; 9:0011:00 am
• Saturdays; Mar 30, 9:00-11:00 am
• Cost per person: Member $20, Non-member $30
• Reservations required.
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.
LITTLE WONDERS
Join us for stories, laughter, and fun, as we learn
about everything under the sun! Gumbo Limbo, a
great place to explore; aquariums, trails, gardens,
and so much more! Make a craft, meet an animal,
take in the scene; come back every month for a
brand new theme!
• Ages 3-4 with an adult (no charge for adult).
• Saturdays: Jan 5, Feb 2, Mar 9, Apr 6; 10:00-11:00
am
• Cost per child: Member $5, Non-member $8
• Reservations recommended.
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Nature Program Information
NATURE DETECTIVES
"Why’s the sky blue? Why are plants green? What’s
inside an egg? What does it all mean?” There is no
end to a child’s questions! Become a nature detective with your novice naturalist as we investigate the
mysteries of the world around us.
• Ages 5-7 with an adult (no charge for adult).
• Saturdays; Jan 5, Feb 2, Mar 9, Apr 6; 11:30 am-12:30

SEINING THE LAGOON
Wading in the Intracoastal Waterway just behind
Gumbo Limbo, we catch (and release) fish, shrimp,
crabs, and more! With hand-held dip nets and large
seine nets, get up close and personal with our local
marine life. Closed toed shoes required (old sneakers or water shoes; no sandals). Bring a change of
clothes & towel.

pm
• Cost per child: Member $5, Non-member $8
• Reservations recommended.

• Ages 10-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and

OUTDOOR MARINE AQUARIUM FEEDING
What is the connection between mangrove and coral reef communities? How do fish use these habitats? Learn about the fascinating behaviors of native
fish, stingrays, and other marine life during these
free presentations. Meet at the outdoor marine
aquariums.

•
•
•

•

• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an

adult.
• Daily at 12:30 pm
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.

S’MORE SCIENCE
Join us for this fun campfire program in our garden
amphitheater with a yummy treat. September’s topic is Crafty Creations.
• All ages; children under 18 must sign-up and partici•
•
•
•

pate with an adult.
Sunday, Jan 20, Feb 17, Mar 24, Apr 28; 5:00-6:00 pm
Cost per person: Member $3, Non-member $5
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.

participate with an adult.
Saturdays, Jan 26, Feb 16; 2:00-3:30 pm; Mar 16, Apr
13; 1:30-3:00 pm
Cost per person: Member $7, Non-member $10
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.

WETLANDS & WILDLIFE
Wakodahatchee is a man-made wetland which has
become a favorite for birders and photographers.
Bring your binoculars and join us for a FREE ¾ mile
morning or afternoon guided boardwalk tour to
learn more about Florida’s wetland birds and ecosystems. Meet our Gumbo Limbo naturalist at the
Wakodahatchee Wetlands boardwalk in Delray
Beach (call for directions).
• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and par-

ticipate with an adult.
• Fridays; Jan 11, Feb 8, Mar 8, Apr 12; 8:30-10:30 am
• Fridays; Jan 25, Feb 22, Mar 22, Apr 26; 3:00-5:00 pm
• Reservations recommended (561) 544-8615 or online

at gumbolimbo.org; walk-ins welcome based on availability.
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.

SEA TURTLE TALK
Get the inside scoop on our Sea Turtle Rehabilitation
Facility. Last year, over 100 sea turtle patients were
treated at Gumbo Limbo. Meet some of our current
patients and hear their stories. Why are they here?
What can you do to help? Meet in the Sea Turtle
Rehabilitation Facility.
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an

adult.
• Daily at 2:00 pm
• Subject to cancellation due to inclement weather.
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Don’t Prune our Dunes!
by Sydney Jimenez, Marine Turtle Specialist

The City of Boca Raton has approximately five miles
of beachfront, about two miles of which host several city and county run public parks. These parks,
which include Spanish River Park, Red Reef Park,
South Beach Park, and South Inlet Park, are home to
a wide variety of vegetation. If you’ve ever visited
one of Boca’s public parks you’ll notice the large
dunes between the beaches and A1A. These dunes
play very important ecological roles that benefit not
just the animals that live in these environments, but
people as well.
Coastal dune vegetation helps to stabilize our
beaches and keep the sand in place. Without these
plants, like Sea Oats and Beach Sunflowers, our
beaches would quickly disappear from the tide pulling sand into the ocean. Dune vegetation also plays
an important role in absorbing the impacts of storm
surges, such as abnormally high tides or strong
winds that, without the protection of our dunes,
could potentially cause immense damage. Many
coastal cities that lack vegetated sand dunes face
the threat of flooding from these swells and high
tides that a natural dune could other prevent or
mitigate.

under the cover of plants such as Sea Grapes. These
nocturnal animals sleep amongst the dune vegetation during the day and come out at night to hunt.
Sea turtles are other animals that benefit from thick
dune vegetation. Sea turtles rely on several light
cues to orient themselves on a beach at night. One
indication of the direction of the ocean is a bright
horizon as the moon and stars reflect on the surface
of the water. With the rise in light pollution, the inland horizon is now often brighter than the ocean,
sometimes causing nesting turtles and hatchlings to
become disoriented on the beach. Tall, heavily vegetated dunes are becoming an increasingly important part of a beach ecosystem because of their
ability to shield beaches from the excessive sky glow
created by light pollution.
Dunes are adaptable ecosystems, but are also very
sensitive. The next time you’re walking along the
beach, take a moment to observe the dunes and the
wide variety of plants that thrive on them, but always avoid walking on the dune or stepping on any
plants. The dune plays one of the most important
roles of a beach ecosystem. A healthy, natural dune
will help to ensure healthy wildlife populations and
act as a protective barrier against storms. Without
the help of dunes, a natural beach ecosystem simply
cannot thrive.

Large, thick dunes are also home to a wide array of
different wildlife. In Boca Raton, some of the most
common dune dwelling creatures include raccoons
and foxes which live in burrows among the dunes
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Volunteer of the Month - October and November 2018
by Rebecca Mannen, Volunteer Coordinator
Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month Program is designed to recognize those volunteers who go above
and beyond their assigned/expected duties. These volunteers have made a significant contribution to Gumbo
Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service. They have donated their time, talents, and energy, and share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience nature through observation
and education. Volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff.

Ida Foster was chosen as the volunteer of the month for October 2018. Ida’s hard
work in the butterfly garden has helped transform it into a beautiful and relaxing
natural area. She even helped get our garden certified as a monarch butterfly
waystation. She has put our new composter to use by starting our composting
project and she also helped face paint at our Halloween in the Garden event.
Thank you, Ida, for all your hard work!
Start date: May 15th, 2018
Hours worked in October: 29.5
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo Limbo? “Sharing the knowledge taught in the training
classes, videos, and naturalist walks at Gumbo Limbo with our adult and child visitors.”
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned since starting at Gumbo Limbo? “That our visitors
come from all over the world, literally, and all share the same excitement and wonder of our sea turtles, fish,
and butterflies.”
What is one example of something you do/ someone can do to conserve the environment? “I have introduced ‘butterfly bouquets’ in the butterfly garden, which are hanging planters of simple herbs and flowers
that attract and feed endangered butterflies. They can be hung from porches or patios, or along city sidewalks. We also reintroduced composting. Adding compost to a garden conserves water, and increases the
yield of garden produce.”

Mike Prunetti was chosen as the volunteer of the month for November 2018.
Mike works as a Welcome Center Volunteer. He always has a smile on his face
and a kind greeting for everyone that visits Gumbo Limbo. He volunteers about 3
days a week and often comes in to cover shifts if someone calls out. Thank you,
Mike, for your positive and friendly attitude!
Start date: June 17th, 2017
Hours worked in November: 54.0
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo Limbo? “Meeting all the
wonderful people from all over the world.”
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned since starting at Gumbo Limbo? “Learning about our
turtles.”
What is one example of something you do/ someone can do to conserve the environment? “Use reusable
bags to keep the environment clean.”
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561-544-8605
Florida
Atlantic
University

Become a “Friend of Gumbo Limbo”
• 10% discount in the gift shop
• First opportunity to make reser-

vations for the Turtle Walk and
Hatchling Release programs
(limits apply)

One Year Membership to

Friends of Gumbo Limbo
_____Individual - $25
_____Family - $50
_____Contributor - $100 or more
_____Donor - $500 or more
_____Benefactor - $1000 or more
_____Other - $_________
With your Membership or gift you help us promote coastal
and marine education, conservation, and research today
and into the future. Your gift will be a lasting tribute to
you, your family, and our community.

• Discounts on select programs
• Support Nature Center operations, programs, and

exhibits

• Free or discounted admission to over 160 nature

centers in the USA and Canada natctr.org

__________________________________
Name
__________________________________
Address
__________________________________
City
State
Zip
__________________________________
Phone Number
__________________________________
Email Address

To pay by credit card, please visit our website,
gumbolimbo.org. Click on the Support Us tab.

Friends of Gumbo Limbo is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

