
Hammock
Happenings

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center’s Program Guide & Newsletter

November-December 2019

Kirby's Big Adventure
by Keith Herman, Aquarist

Here at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, we work hard to make sure all of 
our animals get the best care possible.  Unfortunately, our animals cann
tell us if they are not feeling well so we take the time to observe each o
individually.  We look for behavioral changes or for anything out of the 
ordinary, from refusing food, to observing a new wound, to seeing an a
repeatedly scratch themselves in the sand.

Earlier this summer our resident porcupinefish (and Facebook star), Kirb
began staying in only a small section of the aquarium he calls home.  He
went from exploring and swimming in the entire aquarium to staying in 
the same place all the time and stopped interacting with the volunteers
and aquarists.  A few days later Kirby stopped eating and we knew it wa
display and placed on preventative antibiotics; however, no changes we
not produce any results.  We consulted with the sea turtle rehabilitatio
inside with a radiograph (x-ray).  We set up the machine in the treatme
problem.  At some point in his life before Gumbo Limbo, Kirby swallowe

ot 
ne 

nimal 

y, 
 

 
s time to take action.  Kirby was moved off 
re noted.  Several other diagnostic tests did 

n team and they suggested taking a peek 
nt room and very quickly realized Kirby’s 
d a fishing hook!

Kirby was originally captured from the wild but had been at Gumbo Limbo for 
over a year with no problems.  Further testing (and a CT scan) revealed that the 
hook was in Kirby’s lower intestines.  We knew that to get him healthy, we needed 
to remove the hook.  The aquarium team once again turned to our sea turtle 
rehabilitation colleagues including Dr. Maria Chadam, Gumbo Limbo’s skilled sea 
turtle veterinarian, for advice as they handle sea turtles with fishing hooks with 
regularity.  Together, a plan was drawn up to perform hook removal surgery on 
Kirby to give him the best shot at a normal healthy and long life at Gumbo Limbo.

After a planning and preparation period, it was surgery day.  This fish surgery was a first for Dr. Chadam as well as for 
our aquarium team.  Kirby was kept damp with seawater soaked sterile towels, and we made sure he could breathe 
by inserting a small hose directly into his mouth to pump oxygen filled water over his gills.  We added a sedative 

Continued on page 14
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Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33432  ·  www.gumbolimbo.org

Hours & Information

Nature Center & Aquariums:  Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Sunday Noon - 4:00 PM
Boardwalk & Nature Trails:  Daily 7:00 AM - Sunset

Entire Property Closed:  New Year’s Day, July 4th, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day

General Information (561) 544-8605  ·  Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Friends of Gumbo Limbo (561) 544-8608  ·  Gift Shop (561) 544-8610

Suggested donation of $5 per person.
Your donations go to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc. to support Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, including, but not limited to, feeding

the animals, purchasing supplies and services for the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program, and creating exhibits.
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Manager's Corner
by Leanne Welch, Manger

I can’t believe we are at the end of 2019.  Where has the 
time gone?  We have had an amazing year and I’d like 
to thank you for being a part of it.  We were excited to 
have you join us as we celebrated Sea Turtle Day, Earth 
Day, World Oceans Day, Luna’s Birthday, and Halloween 
in the Garden.  Hopefully you have had a chance to take 
a walk on our new boardwalk, try out an Intracoastal 
Adventures programs, or joined us for S’more Science.  
If you missed any of those, that’s ok, check our listings 
inside to join us at some of our upcoming fun programs!

On November 16, I hope you’ll be at Friends of 
Gumbo Limbo’s second annual Boca GumboFest!  This 
fundraising event, held next door to us in Red Reef 
Park West, is part cooking contest, part party, in the 
park!  There will be gumbo tasting, live music, silent 
auction, prize drawings, and some limbo dancing.  Get 
your tickets now on our website (gumbolimbo.org/
BocaGumbofest2019).

Also this month, Friends of Gumbo Limbo is kicking off 
their “Bring Back the Tower” campaign. Won’t you join 
us in helping to raise the funds to rebuild the iconic 
Gumbo Limbo Observation Tower?  We are looking 
forward to having a tower that will be accessible to all, 

with the addition of an incline elevator alongside the 40 
feet of stairs.

Gumbo Limbo has come a long way from our humble 
beginnings as a classroom on the beach.  Many of our 
visitors had their first experience at Gumbo Limbo on a 
school field trip, and return year after year, bringing their 
own children (and sometimes grandchildren)!  Please 
save the date for Sea Turtle Day 2020.  This year, we will 
be celebrating 35 years of Coastal and Marine Education, 
Conservation, and Research.  It has been fun looking 
through the archives and old photos as we prepare for a 
year-long look back.  The illustrations on the Sea Turtle 
Day graphic below were created during Gumbo Limbo’s 
early years by Penelope Honychurch and Cathie Katz.  
Keep checking our website and social media posts for 
more “throwback” fun this year.

Thanks again for being a part of our Gumbo Limbo family.  
As we look forward to the holiday season, I can’t help 
but think what a gift it is for me to get to be here every 
day. All of us here truly love what we do, and it is a joy to 
share it with all of you.

Until next time,

Leanne
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Nesting Birds on Boca's Beach!
by David Anderson, Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator

This summer Boca Raton’s beaches were not only visited 
by tourists and nesting sea turtles, but a colony of least 
terns!  Many species of birds utilize our shoreline to 
feed, forage, or simply to rest during their migration 
north or south, but the discovery of least tern nests by 
our sea turtle conservation team was exciting to say the 
‘least’.  Once a month during sea turtle nesting season 
our conservation team counts shorebirds and enters 
the findings online into the Florida Shorebird Database, 
a database managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC).

On May 22, a nest with two eggs was discovered in the 
middle of the beach in Boca Raton.  FWC was notified 
and our staff assisted them in setting up a perimeter, 
complete with nest signs for protection.  Within a couple 
of weeks, our nest count climbed to 20 and eventually 50 
during its peak in mid-June, each nest with a clutch size 
of 1-3 eggs.  Least tern eggs are very well-camouflaged 
among beach sand, so it was difficult to get an exact 
count, especially from a safe distance as to not disturb 
the colony.

Photo Credit: Ben Hicks

During the entire nesting period dozens of adult birds 
were busy each day fishing for minnows and shading 
the eggs from the sun.  As soon as the first chicks were 

discovered (after about 19-25 days of incubation), 
wooden pallets were placed within the colony to provide 
shade and shelter.  It takes a few weeks for a chick to 
become flight capable and we estimate that about 50 
chicks fledged from the site.

Photo Credit: Ben Hicks

This was the only beach nesting colony of least terns 
in all of Southeast Florida in 2019.  While we often see 
least terns on our beach, there have been only two other 
instances in recent history in which we went so far as to 
cordon off an area for nesting in Boca Raton.  In 2015, 
nesting behavior was observed but resulted in no eggs, 
and in 2017, a nest with eggs was discovered but was 
not successful.  The success of this year’s colony was big 
news and we hope they come back again next year.  If so, 
we and FWC will be ready!

Please note: Least terns are a state threatened species 
and protected under state and federal law.  For the safety 
and protection of the nesting colony, the exact location 
was not revealed, and all photos were taken from a 
distance to avoid harming or harassing the birds.
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Our First Sea Turtle Labor & Delivery Ward!
by Whitney Crowder, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator

Every nesting season, large adult sea turtles migrate 
long distances after leaving their foraging grounds to 
mate in nearshore environments; coincidentally, where 
humans often recreate.  It’s common to see large mating 
turtles close to shore, leaving them vulnerable to being 
hit by watercraft such as boats.  Gumbo Limbo Nature 
Center’s Rehabilitation Facility admitted two adult female 
sea turtles this summer with severe boat strike injuries.  
Radiographs (x-rays) revealed that both turtles were 
gravid, meaning they were carrying eggs.  Sadly, both of 
these turtles suffered from injuries to their carapaces 
(shells), which severed their spinal cords, leaving them 
with partial or temporary paralysis to their rear flippers.  
Luckily, our skilled team was able to treat these patients; 
but the injuries required several months of care to heal.

Gravid female turtles admitted to rehabilitation centers 
have been known to have difficulties dropping their eggs.  
This can be because of their injuries or from not being on 
a beach to carry out their natural nesting behavior.  For 
our rehabilitation team to properly care for these turtles, 
we knew they would need to help them release their 
eggs.  Egg-bound is a condition that occurs in animals, 
such as reptiles or birds, when an egg takes longer than 
usual to pass out of the reproductive tract.  This can be 
fatal if not properly managed.  

So how did we manage Gumbo’s first sea turtle labor & 
delivery ward you ask?

First, we created a calming environment by covering their 
viewing windows in their tanks to give them privacy.  
Then, we consulted with our team and the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and 
came up with an induction plan to use Oxytocin; a drug 
commonly used in mammals to induce labor.  We drained 
their tanks during Oxytocin administrations so they could 
sit in a dry and quiet 
space (kind of like a 
dark, calm night on 
the beach).  Lastly, 
we elevated them 
using a large tire so 
that their eggs could 
drop with gravity, like 
they would into their 
deep and sandy egg 

chamber on the beach.  As 
soon as the medication 
started working, both 
females began exhibiting 
normal nesting behaviors 
and calmed right into a 
trance, just like the females 
we encounter nesting 
on the beach.  These 
beautiful mommas laid 
multiple eggs after each 
induction session and after 
several days, both females 
successfully laid all their 
eggs.

What did we do with the eggs?

Once the eggs were 
collected, FWC protocol 
stated that we bury the 
eggs on the beach in a 
hand-dug egg chamber, 
marked with flagging 
tape, just like we mark 
all sea turtle nests.  
Unfortunately (but not 
unexpectedly), the nests 
were unsuccessful, 
and the eggs did not 
produce any hatchlings.  
There has never been a 
documented hatch out from any gravid female from a 
rehabilitation setting (but it was worth a try).

After a few short months of rehabilitation, both turtles 
were deemed healthy and ready for release!  The time 
spent here in their recovery tanks miraculously allowed 
their peripheral nerves to heal and they both regained 
feeling and motor control in their rear limbs. We feel that 
both turtles will be able to successfully nest once again! 

Sea turtles are resilient creatures that follow their 
instincts and have been around since the dinosaurs, but 
we must remember that they share their ocean home 
with us.  We urge all boaters to follow the boating safety 
laws and to use caution especially in nearshore and 
intracoastal waterways.
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Arachnid Tale
by Christie Collins, Science Educator

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center doesn’t only have marine 
animals.  Gumbo Limbo also houses gopher tortoises, 
Florida box turtles, and red rat snakes so that visitors 
have an opportunity to learn more about the variety 
of Florida’s native animals.  Outside of our walls, in the 
“wild,” we see many other animal species, like squirrels, 
foxes, opossums, and raccoons, just to name a few.

One animal we know lives around the area, but is very 
elusive, made a surprise appearance in our Education 
Lab.  A few weeks ago, staff prepared for the uncertain 
arrival of Hurricane Dorian, shuffling boxes around, 
carrying equipment in and out of the lab, and moving 
the usual delivery of supplies.  One of the items moved 
was a cloth cover that had ended up on the floor.  As 
the cover was scooted aside (thankfully by someone’s 
foot) a very large scorpion slid out from underneath 
the cover.  After many gasps and shrieks of excitement 
mixed with anxiety, the scorpion was safely transferred 
to a critter keeper so further examination could begin.  
We wanted to determine what kind of scorpion we had 
been unknowingly sharing our lab with.  Judging by its 
size and color it was determined to be a bark scorpion, 
Centruroides gracilis.

Bark scorpions are native and extremely common 
throughout the state of Florida.  They are nocturnal 
arachnids that typically spend daytime hours under 
leaf litter, rocks, and bark.  The bark scorpion is the 
largest of three species that reside in Florida.  Male bark 

scorpions can grow up to four inches in length.  It just 
so happens the scorpion found in our lab is close to four 
inches long!  To answer the number one question asked 
regarding arachnids, “is it venomous and will it bite or 
sting;” yes, and yes.  It is a rather large scorpion, so it 
has quite a powerful sting.  Their venom is potent for an 
unsuspecting insect, but for humans it will do little more 
than cause a welt much like a wasp sting.

If you find yourself feeling a little more uneasy than 
you did before this article, there’s good news about 
scorpions!  One: they are carnivores, so they are 
excellent at pest control, eating cockroaches, termites, 
and other pesky insects.  Two: they are nocturnal, so the 
chances of encountering a scorpion is low.  One piece 
of advice if you would like to make sure your odds of 
encountering a bark scorpion remain low: make sure you 
keep wood or brush piles away from your living space 
or you may end up finding one that has followed insects 
into your home. 

So, we have added a Florida bark scorpion to our 
staff; it will be earning wages in crickets by assisting 
the education staff, teaching visitors about scorpions, 
arachnids, and nocturnal animals.  The next time you 
come in for one of our programs, you may get a chance 
to see and learn more about this sneaky scorpion.  By 
the way, in case you were wondering if we named the 
scorpion, we did: Dorian.
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November Programs and Events
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December Programs and Events
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Program and Event Information

• NEW!  Registration for Gumbo Limbo Nature Center's fee based programs are now accepted using an online 
recreation program system.  Learn how to register for the system online (myboca.us/716/Online-Program-
Registration-Information) or by calling 561-544-8605.  Visit gumbolimbo.org for all program information.

• For most programs, reservations are required.  Exceptions are noted.  Programs may be canceled due to 
inclement weather or insufficient registrations.  No refunds unless cancellation is by Gumbo Limbo.
Many of our programs are family-oriented; children under 18 must participate with an adult unless otherwise 
specified.
Friends of Gumbo Limbo members receive a discount on many of our programs.  Visit 

• 

• gumbolimbo.org/
membership for additional information.
A resident is a person residing within the Greater Boca Raton Beach and Park District (includes the City of Boca 
Raton).

• 

ANIMAL ADVENTURES CAMP
Join us during school breaks to explore topics in science 
and nature.  Register for one, two, or all three days!

Day 1 - Shark Science: Find out about the fascinating 
lives of sharks.  We will have a fun day of shark themed 
games and lessons, and even get up close with our 
stingrays.

Day 2- Animal Anomalies: Platypuses, pangolins, 
penguins and more!  We’ll learn all about special animals 
with amazing adaptation combinations.

Day 3- Sensational Sea Turtles: Come discover why 
Florida is so important to these fascinating marine 
reptiles and see them up close in our Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation Facility.
Fall Break
• Grades 3-5

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; November 25, 26, 27; 8:30 
am-12:00 pm
Cost per child per day: Member/Resident $25,
Non-member/Non-resident $30
Reservations required.

• 

•  

• 

Winter Break
• Grades 1-3

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday; December 30, 31, January 2; 
8:30 am -12:00 pm
Cost per child per day: Member/Resident $25,
Non-member/Non-resident $30
Reservations required.

• 

•  

• 

NEW!  THE ART OF NATURE
Join us for this new program as we explore a variety of 
artistic methods to view and appreciate nature.  We 
will create ephemeral art, seek out natural subjects 
for photography, and capture the beauty of nature on 
canvas.  Program for adults and families.
• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and  

participate with an adult.
Sundays, 10:00-11:00 am
November 17 - Capturing Nature through a Lens
December 1 - Ephemeral Artwork
Cost per person: Member/Resident $5,
Non-member/Non-resident $8
Reservations required.

• 
• 
• 
•  

• 

BEACH TREASURES
Sand dollars?  Sponges?  Oh, what treasures you may 
find… sea beans, coral, shells, and more; see what the 
sea has left behind!  Meet at the Center to learn about 
shells and sea life; caravan to Red Reef Beach Park for 
beachcombing with the experts.

All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult.

• Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 pm; November 13, December 11
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.
• Reservations recommended.  No fee.

• 

EARLY BIRDING WITH AL
Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones!  Join 
us for a free early morning birding adventure at Gumbo 
Limbo.  Learn about our native and migratory birds 
from an experienced birder, as we walk the Ashley Trail 
and the boardwalk in search of warblers, gnatcatchers, 
woodpeckers, and other avian species.  Binoculars 

http://myboca.us/716/Online-Program-Registration-Information
http://myboca.us/716/Online-Program-Registration-Information
http://gumbolimbo.org
http://gumbolimbo.org/membership
http://gumbolimbo.org/membership
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Program and Event Information

recommended.  Meet on the front porch of the Nature 
Center.
• Ages 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied 

by an adult.
• Thursdays, 8:30-10:00 am; November 21, December 19
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.
• Reservations not required.  No fee.

GUIDED NATURE WALK
Join us for a FREE guided walk along the Ashley Trail, a 
quarter-mile natural trail that winds through the butterfly 
garden, coastal hammock, and mangroves, to a sandy 
beach by the Intracoastal.  Observe local flora and fauna 
as your naturalist guides you on this island exploration.  
Meet on the front porch of the center.
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied by an 

adult.
• Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 am-12:00 pm
• Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.
• Reservations not required.

NEW!  HOMESCHOOL WORKSHOPS
Join Gumbo Limbo Educators for super science-based 
lessons for your homeschool students, ages 3-12.  
Participate in science activities related to the monthly 
topic, prepared specifically with your student’s age group 
in mind.  November's topic is The Science of Giving.  
Nature is always giving back to the earth.  You can, too!
• Students will be divided into age groups; 3-5 years (parent 

stays with child), 6-8 years, and 9-12 years.  Younger/older 
siblings must participate in their own age groups.

• Wednesday, November 20, 2:00-3:30 pm; 2:00-3:00 pm 
for ages 3-5

• Cost per child: Member/Resident $5 (siblings $3),  
Non-member/Non-resident $8 (siblings $5)

• Reservations required.

INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES (IA)

IA - Canoeing
Nature-lovers, discover the magic of the mangroves 
with a Gumbo Limbo guide on a canoe paddle along the 
Intracoastal Waterway.  Must be experienced at canoeing 
and be able to get into and out of a canoe without 
assistance.  2-3 people per canoe.
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and  

participate with an adult.

• Sundays; November 10, 9:00-10:30 am; December 15, 
9:00-10:30am
Cost per person: Member/Resident $20, 
Non-member/Non-resident $25
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.

•  

• 
• 

IA - Daylight Savings Evening Paddle
Enjoy the moon rise over the Intracoastal by kayak as 
the night creeps in an hour earlier this week. The water 
takes on a whole new beauty as it reflects the twilight 
sky.   Must have kayaking experience and  be able to get 
in and out of a kayak without assistance.  1 -2 people per 
double kayak.
• Ages 8-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and  

participate with an adult.
Saturdays; November 3; 6:00-7:30 pm
Cost per person: Member/Resident $20, 
Non-member/Non-resident $25
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.

• 
•  

• 
• 

IA - Kayaking
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise!  Join us for 
a kayak tour as we learn about the fascinating wildlife 
that calls the Intracoastal home.  Must have kayaking 
experience and  be able to get in and out of a kayak 
without assistance.  1 -2 people per double kayak.
• 

• 
•  

• 
• 

Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and  
participate with an adult.
Saturdays; November 30, December 21; 9:00-10:30 am
Cost per person: Member/Resident $20, 
Non-member/Non-resident $25
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.

IA - Stand Up Paddle Boarding (SUP)
A whole new way to see the Intracoastal!  Stand up 
paddling makes it easier to see into the water below.  
Join us for a fun paddle along the mangroves as we look 
for fish, turtles, and manatees!
• 

• 
• 
•  

• 
• 

Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with an adult.
Saturday, November 16, 9:00-10:30 am
Sunday, December 8; 9:00-10:30 am
Cost per person: Member/Resident $20, 
Non-member/Non-resident $25
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.
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LITTLE WONDERS
Join us for stories, laughter, and fun, as we learn about 
everything under the sun!  Gumbo Limbo, a great place 
to explore; aquariums, trails, gardens, and so much 
more!  Make a craft, meet an animal, take in the scene; 
come back every month for a brand new theme!
• 
• 
•  

• 

• 

Ages 3-4 with an adult (no charge for adult).
Saturdays, 10:00-11:00 am; November 2, December7
Cost per child: Member/Resident $5, 
Non-member/Non-resident $8
Reservations required.

NATURE DETECTIVES
"Why’s the sky blue?  Why are plants green?  What’s 
inside an egg?  What does it all mean?”  There is no end 
to a child’s questions!  Become a nature detective with 
your novice naturalist as we investigate the mysteries of 
the world around us.

Ages 5-7 with an adult (no charge for adult).
• 
•  

• 

• 

• 
•  

Saturdays, 11:30 am-12:30 pm; November 2, December 7
Cost per child: Member/Resident $5, 
Non-member/Non-resident $8
Reservations required.

ORNAMENTS NATURALLY
Bring your imagination!  Create ornaments and 
decorations with holiday themes from shells, sea beans, 
and pine cones, and colorful craft supplies.  Materials are 
provided, but you are welcome to bring your own holiday 
décor to add to your natural creations.  Make a beautiful 
keepsake for yourself and one to give as a gift.  Separate 
registration and payment required for each session.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with an adult.
Saturday; December 14, 10:00-11:30 am and 1:00-2:30 pm
Cost per person: Member/Resident $7, 
Non-member/Non-resident $10
Reservations required.• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

OUTDOOR MARINE AQUARIUM FEEDING
What is the connection between mangrove and coral reef 
communities?  How do fish use these habitats?  Learn 
about the fascinating behaviors of native fish, stingrays, 
and other marine life during these free presentations.  
Meet at the aquariums. 

All ages; children under 18 must participate with an adult.
Daily at 12:30 pm
Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.
Reservations not required.

S’MORE SCIENCE
Join us for this fun campfire program in our garden 
amphitheater with a yummy treat.  November's topic is 
Birds of a Feather, and December's is The Giving Tree.

All ages; children under 18 must sign-up and participate 
with an adult.
Sundays, 5:00-6:00 pm, November 24 December 22
Cost per person: Member/Resident $3, 
Non-member/Non-resident $5
Reservations required.
Subject to cancellation due to bad weather.

 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

NEW!  THE SCIENCE OF NATURE
What is the name of the science that studies insects and 
spiders?  What does a dendrologist do?  Come find out 
for yourself!  We will explore the science of nature and 
conduct some scientific experiments and activities of our 
own.  Program for adults and families.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with an adult.
Sundays, 11:00 am-12:00 pm
November 24 - Turtley Awesome: The Science of 
Herpetology 
December 22 - Take these Wings: The Science of 
Ornithology
Cost per person: Member/Resident $5, 
Non-member/Non-resident $8
Reservations required.

•  

• 

• 
• 
• 

SEA TURTLE TALK
Get the inside scoop on our sea turtles.  Meet some of 
our current patients and hear their stories.  Why are they 
here?  What can you do to help?  Meet in the Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation Facility.

All ages; children under 18 must participate with an adult.
Daily at 2:00 pm
Reservations not required.
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Volunteer of the Month - July and August 2019
by Rebecca Mannen, Volunter Coordinator

Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month and Volunteer of the Year Program is designed to recognize volunteers who 
go above and beyond their assigned or expected duties.  These volunteers have made a significant contribution 
to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service.  They have donated their time, talents, and 
energy, and share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience nature through observation and 
education.  Volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff. 

Hal Jackson - July Volunteer of the Month
Hal Jackson started 
volunteering in April 
2019 and has quickly 
become one of our most 
dedicated and reliable 
volunteers, already 
putting in over 200 hours 
of service!  He works at 
the aquariums, desk, 
sea turtle educator, 
programs, special events, 
and has started helping 
with the daily public 
presentations.  Hal’s 

enthusiasm is contagious and his passion for Gumbo 
Limbo and marine conservation is obvious to everyone 
he talks to.

What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo 
Limbo?  “I love engaging our guests to help educate and 
share my passion and commitment for protecting our 
environment and ecosystem.”

What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned 
since starting at Gumbo Limbo?  “From the beginning 
I have been captivated with learning all about the 
wonderful story and message we convey with our 
aquariums and the marine animals that live in them.  It’s 
such a joy to share the story and messages to inspire our 
guests.”

What is one example of something you do/ someone 
can do to conserve the environment?  “Through 
volunteering at Gumbo Limbo, my eyes have been 
opened wide to the threat of plastics pollution.  I’m now 
committed more than ever to stop the use of plastic 
bags and bottles by setting the example and encouraging 
others to do the same.  Also, to reduce our carbon 
footprint, my wife and I have been driving hybrid cars 
and have converted all of our lawn equipment to electric 
devices.”

Jeff Musoff - August Volunteer of the Month
Jeff Musoff started 
in April 2019 and 
volunteers 3-4 times a 
week and helps doing 
anything and everything 
that needs to be done!  
We always know that if 
we need help, we can 
rely on Jeff to be there 
and do an amazing 
job.  He volunteers in 
animal husbandry, at 
the aquariums, as a 
sea turtle educator, 

at Hatchling Release programs, and at the desk.  He is 
always willing to fill in as needed and has come in or 
stayed late multiple times to cover for shifts that needed 
help.

What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo 
Limbo?  “The part I like best about volunteering is 
my interaction with the visitors, along with knowing 
that I am able to educate and hopefully inspire their 
stewardship of coastal and marine ecosystems.  I also 
enjoy taking care of the gopher and box turtles.”

What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned 
since starting at Gumbo Limbo?  “I have learned so 
much, but what I’ve found most interesting is the 
identification of turtle nests by the 'sand art' patterns 
that are left by the nesting turtles’ flippers.”

What is one example of something you do/ someone 
can do to conserve the environment?  “I use a minimum 
amount of plastic product.  Everything I use is recycled.  
As a society, we need to reduce our use of plastics.  
Microplastics are being ingested by marine life and 
making its way into human consumption.”
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Reflections of the Exhibit Intern
By Cassidy Plouffe, Former Exhibits Intern

Over the past year, I have had the pleasure of working 
as an intern with the exhibits department at Gumbo 
Limbo Nature Center.  I started working with the natural 
history collection, researching objects, and developing 
records.  From there, I created visitors guides for the 
butterfly garden, aquariums, and boardwalk.  I am 
currently working on an exhibit about animal teeth and 
adaptations.

I have always 
been fascinated 
by natural history 
objects and their 
stories.  I had the 
chance to tell some 
of those stories 
after a visit to 
Gumbo Limbo’s 
storage unit, where 
thousands of unidentified objects and specimens were 
waiting to be discovered.  Every time I opened a box, 
a new story was revealed, like the 6-foot sperm whale 
jaw that washed up on a Boca Raton beach in 1985.  I 
was even able to sleuth out the owner of a 60-year-old 
unidentified collection of over 600 shells!

Interning at Gumbo Limbo has taught me a great deal 
of things, far beyond what I ever expected.  From 

articulating 
the remains of 
a West Indian 
Manatee, 
to using my 
(until recently, 
nonexistent) 
graphic design 
skills to 
educate the 
public.

Over the year I have gained tons of knowledge about 
South Florida’s local flora and fauna.  Learning odd 
terms like rhamphotheca, and about the mutualistic 
symbiotic relationship between the atala butterfly and 
the coontie plant.  You can read about their story of near 
extinction in the Butterfly Garden visitor guide.  I’ve also 
learned many skills that can be used in my future career, 
including public speaking (shout out to the education 
team!), instructional design, and the importance of 
teamwork.

As I approach the end of my internship, I look back at all 
the things I have learned, the friends I’ve made, and the 
importance of places like Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.  
I am grateful for the opportunity to work with such 
amazing people in beautiful Boca Raton. 

Kirby's Adventure, continued from page 1.

to the water as well to keep Kirby from moving during the procedure.  Dr. Chadam located and removed the hook 
from the intestine.  Four layers of sutures were used to close him up and make sure that everything was back in the 
right place, inside and out!  Surgery took just over one hour, and Kirby made a quick recovery from anesthesia.

After surgery, Kirby was put in an off-display aquarium.  We continued with antibiotic injections and baths to make 
sure there were no complications.  Kirby started to eat again and quickly started behaving like his old self.  We made 
another startling discovery after we found small gelatinous jelly bean like objects on the bottom of the tank two 
days in a row.  The fish we had thought to be a HE, is actually a SHE!  Our beloved Kirby had produced a few eggs 
despite not feeling well, not eating, receiving antibiotics, undergoing surgery, and everything that had happened to 
her!  A true sign of the great health she was in before her amazing journey started.

Kirby now resides in our Tropical Coral Reef Aquarium and if you look closely, you can see the small incision scar in 
her belly.  She continues to grow and eat just like we would expect from a normal porcupinefish.  I hope her story 
serves to inspire everyone that you can overcome anything and helps everyone understand the highest level of care 
and teamwork that takes place here at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.

Watch (gumbolimbo.org/outdoor-seawater-tanks ) Kirby's story on our website! 

https://www.gumbolimbo.org/outdoor-seawater-tanks
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Friends of Gumbo Limbo News
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