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Every morning during sea turtle nesting season (March 1 – 
October 31) Gumbo Limbo’s sea turtle conservation team 
monitors Boca Raton’s five miles of beach. All sea turtle 
nesting data are entered into handheld computers, GPS co-
ordinates are taken, and the perimeters of nests are marked 
with wooden stakes and flagging tape. The 2018 season re-
sulted in 18 leatherback nests, 686 loggerhead nests, and 
19 green nests. 
 
Leatherbacks are the first to arrive, nesting from March to 
June. Our total of 18 nests was not so bad, considering the 
leatherback is a critically endangered species and Boca Ra-
ton is near the southern end of its east coast nesting range. 
Loggerheads nest from late April through August and Boca 

Raton has been averaging 700-900 loggerhead nests per year as of late. Our total of 686 nests this 
season is the lowest since 2011. Finally, green sea turtles round out the season by nesting from late 
May to mid-September. This year we only had 19 green nests. 
 
Why so few greens? Like other species of sea turtles, female greens nest multiple times in one sea-
son and then take a year or two off. This “every other year” pattern is more evident in our green 
turtle nesting data than in the other sea turtle species. This is likely because the loggerhead popula-
tion is much larger and there is much more overlap in females taking years off; leatherbacks are less 
site specific and spread their nesting out within their range. As predicted, 2018 was a low year for 
greens following last season’s nest total of 299, although no one expected it to be as low as it was.  
 
Other topics worth mentioning for the 2018 
nesting season include sargassum and red 
tide. In late June and July, the beaches were 
blanketed in an unusual amount of Sargas-
sum seaweed. While the temporary presence 
of such large amounts did not have much of 
an impact on nesting, it did increase the diffi-
culty of hatchlings crawling to the water. In 
early October the red tide organism, Karenia 
brevis, was detected in our waters. By this 
time, however, very few nests remained on 
the beach so there was virtually no impact on 
nesting or hatchlings.  

That’s a Wrap! 2018 Sea Turtle Nesting 
by David Anderson, Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator 

Continued on page 6 
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Manager’s Corner 
by Leanne Welch, Manager 

Welcome to our sixth issue of Hammock Hap-
penings for 2018. Hopefully you have enjoyed 
reading twice as many issues this year. I know 
we have enjoyed creating them! 
 
As we head toward the holiday season, we look 
forward to lots of great events, not just here at 
Gumbo Limbo but throughout the City of Boca 
Raton. Make sure to check out the City’s web 
page (www.myboca.us/specialevents) for all 
the latest Holiday Happenings, including the 
Tree Lighting, Street Parade, and the Boat Pa-
rade.  
 
Here at Gumbo Limbo, we are excited for an-
other session of Animal Adventures Day Camp 
taking place from Nov 19-21. Each day brings 
something exciting for your 1st -3rd grader! Per-
sonally, I can’t wait to participate in Ornaments 
Naturally on Dec 15. Join us for a few hours 
and get the chance to create beautiful orna-
ments and decorations made from shells, sea 
beans, pine cones, and all sorts of other natural 
treasures. As always, more information and 
registration for all of our programs can be 
found on our website. 
 
As the weather cools off, I hope you can take 
advantage of our expanded trail hours. Our 
boardwalk, nature trails, and butterfly garden 
are open from 7:00am until sunset. We have 
added new trail signs and maps as well. Our 
birders have been noticing many new migratory 
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birds on our property including black and blue 
and Perula warblers, thrashers, kingfishers and 
others. These birds usually stop by Gumbo Lim-
bo on their long migrations to their southern 
wintering grounds, and they are most active 
and visible first thing in the morning. If you 
aren’t an “early bird,” come by anytime to see 
our other winged visitors in the butterfly gar-
den. Our green thumb volunteers have been 
working hard in our garden, and the results of 
their efforts are absolutely stunning. Butterflies 
of every size, shape and color can be found in 
our garden, stopping by to visit the flowers and 
lay their eggs on the carefully selected host 
plants. It is truly a sight to behold!  
 
We also have two new interns at Gumbo Limbo 
to introduce to you. Cassidy is our exhibits in-
tern, working to help catalog our extensive shell 
and fossil collections. Ivanis is our very first sea 
turtle rehabilitation intern, and she is busy 
working and learning alongside the rest of our 
sea turtle team. Keep reading for an introduc-
tion to both of these dynamic individuals!  
 
I hope to see you at the Nature Center soon, 
and be sure to send us your stories, old photos, 
and favorite memories of Gumbo Limbo to 
Memories@GumboLimbo.org. 
 
Until next time… 

~Leanne 

http://www.myboca.us/specialevents
mailto:Memories@GumboLimbo.org
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Golden Silk Orb Weaver 
by Jeffrey Dobbs, Science Educator  

Walk along any of our trails this time of year 
and you’re likely to see one of Gumbo Limbo’s 
creepy-crawliest forest residents hanging above 
you. The Golden Silk Orb Weaver (scientific 
name Nephila clavipes) is commonly found year
-round but reach their largest size and popula-
tion density this time of year. This spider is also 
referred to as the Banana Spider due to their 
yellow abdomen but shares this nickname with 
another species found in Brazil. Golden Silk Orb 
Weavers get their name from the beautiful and 
giant golden webs they spin; in fact, they spin 
the largest webs in North America! When in a 
properly sunlit area and angled correctly, the 
web of this spider glitters like flashy golden  
jewelry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiders are sometimes mistakenly referred to as 
insects but are actually arachnids. Like all 
arachnids, spiders have eight legs and two body 
segments. Scorpions are also considered arach-
nids, in addition to ticks and mites. Insects, on 
the other hand, have six legs, three body parts, 
and wings during at least one part of their life. 
Spiders can be further categorized into how 
they behave; some groups (like our Orb Weaver 
friend) build extravagant webs, while others are 
known as wandering spiders and travel to find 
their food. 

 

Although these large arachnids appear deadly, 
their venomous bite is very mild and compara-
ble to a bee sting. They only bite when severely 
threatened and are passive even when handled. 
This time of year they are at their largest due to 
the abundance of food found in summer. Their 
diet includes a variety of flying insects, including 
cicadas, which can often be heard buzzing at 
the tops of trees in summer and fall.  

 

Although these web spinners seem scary, they 
play an important role in our ecosystem. Spiders 
eat hundreds of tons of insects every year and 
help keep the number of these insects in bal-
ance. Take a walk through our butterfly garden, 
and you’re sure to find large webs with numer-
ous flies and beetles trapped inside. Most im-
portantly, remember that these forest friendlies 
can’t jump, so be sure to get up close and per-
sonal to see their beautiful, record-breaking 
webs! 

Science Educator Cole Reintsma shows us how gentle 

these spiders can be. 
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Hooked on Piers 
by Whitney Crowder and Caitlin Bovery, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinators 

Many sea turtles are 
admitted to Gumbo 
Limbo’s Sea Turtle Re-
habilitation Facility due 
to human impacts 
from boating activities, 
recreational and com-
mercial fishing, and 
pollution. Over the last 
few years, our staff 
has recorded an in-
crease in the number 
of juvenile green sea 
turtles caught acci-
dentally on local piers in Southeast Florida. Ad-
ditionally, we have noted a decrease in the fre-
quency of dead sea turtles reported in proximi-
ty to these same piers.  One possible explana-
tion for the recent increase in captures of juve-
nile green sea turtles is the implementation of 
the Responsible Pier Initiative (RPI) at the 
Deerfield Beach International Fishing Pier 
(Deerfield Pier) in partnership with Gumbo Lim-
bo Nature Center and Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center in July 2015. The RPI called for educa-
tional signage and a sea turtle rescue net to 
help anglers retrieve and report sea turtles 
caught on the Deerfield Pier.  
 
Since the start of this community outreach pro-
gram in 2015, Gumbo Limbo has seen over a 
600% increase in live sea turtles reported at 
the Deerfield Pier due to interactions with rec-
reational fishing gear. It is important that these 
sea turtles receive treatment at Gumbo Limbo 
because many of them have injuries from the 
fishing line or have swallowed hooks that can 
only be detected with x-rays. Some turtles are 
even repeat offenders that we’ve seen multiple 
times – like the turtle “Azalea” who was hooked 
four times last year on the same pier!  
 
Increasing numbers of accidental sea turtle 
captures on recreational fishing piers presents 
a unique opportunity for researchers to learn 
more about how sea turtles use these im-
portant nearshore waters. Nearby seagrass 
beds and reef ecosystems provide vital food 
sources and developmental habitat for juvenile 
green sea turtles living in southeast Florida. 
Gumbo Limbo’s sea turtle rehabilitation and 
conservation staff have teamed up with the In-
water Research Group (IRG) for a new and ex-

citing in-water sea turtle tracking project! The 
goal of this project is to better understand how 
our local population of juvenile green sea tur-
tles interact with the nearby fishing piers using 
acoustic telemetry. An acoustic telemetry sys-
tem works similarly to sonar and contains two 
components, transmitters and receivers. 
Transmitters are tags attached to the animal 
that broadcast a series of sound pulses or 
“pings” into the surrounding water. If an ani-
mal passes near a receiver, then the receiver 
hears the transmitter and collects the tag’s 
unique ID, data, and time. Receivers can de-
tect any animal with an acoustic tag, so we 
may even learn about other types of marine 
life, like sharks or tarpon, which have been 
tagged by other research groups!  
 
This summer Gumbo Limbo began applying 
acoustic transmitters to sea turtles that were 
hooked on the Deerfield Beach Pier, while In-
water Research Group applied transmitters to 
turtles caught in the wild. We are all excited to 
see where these turtles go! Comparing the 
movements of wild caught turtles and pier-
hooked turtles may help us learn more about 
sea turtle habitat preferences. Stay tuned to 
see whether our turtles spend more time near 
the pier, in seagrass habitat, or on nearshore 
reefs! By expanding our research efforts at 
Gumbo Limbo, we hope to raise awareness 
about threats facing endangered sea turtles 
and inspire our visitors to discover ways we can 
all help protect sea turtles in our own ocean 
backyard!  
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Sea Turtle Nesting Season, continued from page 1 

Overall, the 2018 sea turtle nesting season was slower than expected. The total nest tally for all 

three species was 723, resulting in about 65,000 eggs and over 40,000 hatchlings (not all eggs 

hatch or fully develop). Less than 2% of those eggs and hatchlings were lost due to predators such 

as foxes and raccoons, as their presence appeared to be lower than years past. Other good news 

was the fact that the 2018 hurricane season spared Southeast Florida, so very few nests were lost 

or washed over by high surf. The bad news, however, is our night sky continues to be plagued by 

artificial light pollution and hundreds of 

hatchlings became disoriented upon 

emergence, some never making it to the 

water.  

 

Despite the slow year, total nest num-

bers have been increasing during last 

decade so optimism remains high for 

2019, especially for greens who are ex-

pected to bounce back in record num-

bers – we hope! Our sea turtle conserva-

tion team looks forward to next season 

and will be ready when it arrives on 

March 1st. 

King Tides 
by Keith Herman, Senior Aquarist 

The fall of 2018 is upon us in South Florida and with it comes King Tide season. That simply means 
that our average high tides are higher than at any other time during the year. All tides are caused 
by the gravitational pull of the sun and moon, and the relative position of the earth in its orbit. Tides 
are highest at the full moon and new moon phases as that is when the moon is closest to the earth. 
Each year in the fall the earth passes its nearest point to the sun, and the additional gravitational 
pull of the sun combined with the gravitational pull of the moon produces a “King Tide”. It is a natu-
ral, annual, and predictable event. 
 
When the tide comes in extra high, it pushes up the beaches on the 
ocean side and up into our low-lying environments on the intracoastal 
side of the barrier island, as well as many low mainland areas. This can 
cause flooding that is not normally seen in these areas the rest of the 
year. When the tide pushes in, it carries any floating debris with it.  
The result is a lot of floating trash and leaf litter that gets pushed into 
the mangrove environment. Mangrove trees utilize this natural flooding 
phenomenon to spread their seed pods, called propagules. The propa-
gules float away on the tides, helping the mangroves to spread. The 
lucky ones get washed into a low-lying area and get stuck where they 
are able to put down roots and grow. 
 
At Gumbo Limbo, we will see extra water in our low mangrove areas. 
This can be seen (without getting wet) from our elevated boardwalk 
trail. We also get a lot of water around the Chiki Hut and the west end 
of the Ashley Trail. These areas will get inundated with water starting 
in mid-October and will dry out before the end of 2018.  
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How to Exhibit II: A Collections Investigation 
by Cory Keester-O’Mills, Exhibits Coordinator 

It is a common story; the facility is growing 
quickly, staff have come and gone, the memory 
of what-is-where has been lost. Every museum 
professional I know has a similar and spectacu-
larly unique experience. This is mine. 

I walk into an off-site storage unit that has 
been slowly accumulating “materials” for dec-
ades. Off in the back corner, behind a shelving 
unit, I spy… a narwhal? 

I must admit, when I saw the long, curved, 
tooth pointing out of that crowded room, my 
first thought was: “That can’t be real!” After all, 
no one expects a narwhal. 

There is a longer story here, but the short of it 
is that multiple staff members examine the tusk 
and each come to a different conclusion. Some 
think it is a replica, others think it is real; and 
no one can find any record of who donated the 
tusk, or where it came from.  

This is a problem. If the narwhal tusk in our 
storage unit is real, we can potentially be vio-
lating TWO federal policies (the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 and the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973). 

So we needed to determine authenticity. How 
do we do that?  

Step 1 – Evaluate. Look over the object. 
Take tedious notes on size, dimension, color, 
notable features, faults, damages, or lack of 
damage. The smallest piece of evidence can 
crack the case! 

Step 2 – Research. Learn what you can 
about the object, its composition, its origins. 
Scour literature for unique facts, or identifiable 

traits. Look into similar object, both real and 
replication. What are the difference? 

Step 3 – Test! 

Compare the measurable variables: are the 
length, weight, and coloration correct? In the 
case of the surprise narwhal, all these variables 
aligned. If this is a replica, it is well made. 

Look for unique identifying features, and com-
parable specimens. On the cross section of a 
narwhal tooth, we should see distinct rings be-
tween the layers that make up the tooth (photo 
1). As you can see in the photo of our speci-
men (photo 2), the rings were missing, sug-
gesting the tusk is made of a single material. 

With evidence both in support and opposition 
of the tusk being authentic, we moved on to 
the final stage of evaluation, laboratory tests!  

Ivory, teeth, and bones in general, fluoresce 
white under high-wave UV light. As you can 
see in photo 3, a glue or other chemical applied 
to a small crack fluoresces bright yellow-green. 
However, the “tusk” itself is a dull blue, elimi-
nating bone as a possible composition material.  

Alas! We have come to our conclusion. This 
tricky collection item sent us on quite an ad-
venture! It took several hours of research, and 
meticulous observations, but we were able to 
rest assured that the tusk is a lawful addition to 
our collection.  

Well, that’s one collections object down, only a 
few thousand more to go! (Meet the newest 
member of the collections team, Cassidy, on 
page 13) 

1.             2.       3. 

1) Cross-section of an authenticated narwhal tusk (photo credit: The Bone Trading Company, Inc.). 2) Photo-
graph of our tusk’s cross-section. 3) Photograph of our tusk under high-wave UV light.  



November 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 

10:00 
Little 
Wonders 
 
11:30 
Nature 
Detectives 
 
1:30 
Seining 
the Lagoon 

Daily Programs 
12:30 Outdoor Aquarium Feeding 

2:00 Sea Turtle Talk 

4 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures- 
Kayaking 

5 
 

6 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

7 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 
 
3:00 
Beach 
Treasures 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures-
SUP 

12 
 

13 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

14 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
1:30 
Seining 
the Lagoon 

18 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures-
SUP 

19 
8:30 
Animal 
Adventures 
Camp 

20 
8:30 
Animal 
Adventures 
Camp 
 
11:00  
Guided 
Nature Walk 

21 
8:30 
Animal 
Adventures 
Camp 
 
11:00  
Guided 
Nature Walk 

22 
 

We are 
Closed. 

 
Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

23 24 
10:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures-
Canoeing 

25 
5:00 
S’more 
Science 

26 
 

27 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

28 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

29 
 

30 
 Program  

details pages 
10-12.  Fees 
may apply. 



December 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
10:00 
Little 
Wonders 
 
11:30 
Nature 
Detectives 

Daily Programs 
12:30 Outdoor Aquarium Feeding 

2:00 Sea Turtle Talk 

2 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures-
SUP 

3 
 

4 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

5 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
1:30 
Seining 
the Lagoon 

9 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures- 
Kayaking 

10 
 

11 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

12 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
10:00 & 1:30 
Ornaments 
Naturally 
 
2:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures- 
Canoeing 

16 
9:00 
Intracoastal 
Adventures- 
Kayaking 

17 18 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

19 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 
 
3:00 
Beach 
Treasures 

20 21 22 
1:30 
Seining 
the Lagoon 

23 24 
 

25 
We are Closed. 

 
Happy 

Holidays! 

26 
11:00 
Guided 
Nature Walk 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

30 31 
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Nature Program Information 

ANIMAL ADVENTURE CAMP 
Join us during school holiday breaks to explore topics 
in science and nature.  Register for one, two, or all 
three days! 
 
Day 1 - Shark Science:  Find out about the fascinating 
lives of sharks.  We will have a fun day of shark 
themed games and lessons, and even get up close 
with our stingrays. 
 
Day 2 - Animal Anomalies:  Platypuses, pangolins, 
penguins and more!  We’ll learn all about special ani-
mals with amazing adaptation combinations.  
 
Day 3 - Sensational Sea Turtles:  Come discover why 
Florida is so important to these fascinating marine 
reptiles and see them up close in our Sea Turtle Reha-
bilitation Facility. 
 
Fall Break for Grades 1-3 
Mon, Tues, Wed; Nov 19, 20, 21; 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
 
Winter Break for Grades 3-5 
Wed, Thurs, Fri; Jan 2, 3, 4; 8:30 am -12:00 pm 
 
Cost per child per day:  Member $25, Non-Member 
$30 
 
Reservations required (561) 544-8615 or online at 
gumbolimbo.org.  Online registration closes 72 hours 
before each class. 

 
Early Birding with Al 
Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones!  Join 
us for a free early morning birding adventure at Gum-
bo Limbo.  Learn about our native and migratory birds 
from an experienced birder, as we walk the Ashley 
Trail and the boardwalk in search of warblers, gnat-
catchers, woodpeckers, and other avian species.   

Binoculars recommended.  Meet on the front porch 
of the Nature Center.  There is no charge for this pro-
gram. Reservations not required. 

Ages 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompa-
nied by an adult. 

 
BEACH TREASURES 
Sand dollars? Sponges?  Oh, what treasures you may 
find… sea beans, coral, shells, and more; see what the 
sea has left behind!  Meet at the Center to learn 
about shells and sea life; caravan to Red Reef Beach 
Park for beachcombing with the experts! 
• There is no charge for this program. 
• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied 

by an adult. 
• Wednesdays; Nov 7, Dec 19; 3 - 4:30 pm 

• Reservations recommended. 

 

GUIDED NATURE WALK 

Join us for a FREE guided walk along the Ashley Trail, 
a quarter-mile natural trail that winds through the 
butterfly garden, coastal hammock, and mangroves, 
to a sandy beach by the Intracoastal.  Observe local 
flora and fauna as your naturalist guides you on this 
island exploration.  Meet on the front porch of the 
center. 

• All ages; children under 18 must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

• Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11:00 am-12:00 pm 
 
INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES - CANOEING 
Nature-lovers, discover the magic of the mangroves 
with a Gumbo Limbo guide on a canoe paddle along 
the Intracoastal Waterway.  Must be experienced at 
canoeing and be able to get into and out of a canoe 
without assistance.  2-3 people per canoe. 
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 

• For most programs, reservations are recommended with walk-ins welcome based on availability.  Reser-
vations accepted at www.gumbolimbo.org or (561) 544-8615.  Exceptions are noted. 

• Programs may be cancelled due to weather or insufficient registrations.  No refunds unless cancellation is 
by Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. 

• Many of our programs are family-oriented; children must participate with an adult unless otherwise spec-
ified. 

• Friends of Gumbo Limbo members receive a discount on many of our programs. Visit gumbolimbo.org/

http://www.gumbolimbo.org/membership
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Nature Program Information 

• Saturdays; Nov 24, 1:30 – 3:00 pm; Dec 15, 2:00-
3:30pm 

• Cost per person: Member $15, Non-member $22 
• Reservations required.  May be cancelled due to 

rainy and/or windy conditions. 
INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES - KAYAKING 
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise! Join us for a 
kayak tour as we learn about the fascinating wildlife 
that calls the Intracoastal home.  Must have kayaking 
experience and be able to get in and out of a kayak 
without assistance. 1-2 people per double kayak. 
• Ages 6-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Sundays; Nov 4, Dec 9, Dec 16; 9:00 -11:00 am 
• Cost per person: Member $20, Non-member $30 
• Reservations required.  May be cancelled due to 

rainy and/or windy conditions. 
 
INTRACOASTAL ADVENTURES –  
STAND UP PADDLE BOARDING (SUP) 
A whole new way to see the Intracoastal!  Stand up 
paddling makes it easier to see into the water below. 
Join us for a fun paddle along the mangroves as we 
look for fish, turtles, and manatees! 
• Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Sundays; Nov 11, Nov 18, Dec 2; 9:00-11:00 am 
• Cost per person: Member $20, Non-member $30 
• Reservations required.  May be cancelled due to 

rainy and/or windy conditions. 
 
 
LITTLE WONDERS 
Join us for stories, laughter, and fun, as we learn 
about everything under the sun!  Gumbo Limbo, a 
great place to explore; aquariums, trails, gardens, and 
so much more!  Make a craft, meet an animal, take in 
the scene; come back every month for a brand new 
theme!  
• Ages 3-4 with an adult (no charge for adult). 
• Saturdays; Nov 3, Dec 1; 10:00-11:00 am 
• Cost per child: Member $5, Non-member $8 
• Reservations recommended. 
 
 
 
 
 

NATURE DETECTIVES 
"Why’s the sky blue?  Why are plants green?  What’s 
inside an egg?  What does it all mean?”  There is no 
end to a child’s questions!  Become a nature detective 
with your novice naturalist as we investigate the mys-
teries of the world around us. 
• Ages 5-7 with an adult (no charge for adult). 
• Saturdays; Nov 3, Dec 1; 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
• Cost per child: Member $5, Non-member $8 
• Reservations recommended. 
 
ORNAMENTS NATURALLY 
Bring your imagination!  Create ornaments and deco-
rations with holiday themes from shells, sea beans, 
and pine cones, and colorful craft supplies.  Materials 
are provided, but you are welcome to bring your own 
holiday décor to add to your natural creations.  Make 
a beautiful keepsake for yourself and one to give as a 
gift.  This year we are offering two sessions.  The ses-
sions are identical.   
• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 

participate with an adult. 
• Saturday; Dec 15, 10:00am-12:00pm; Dec 15, 

1:30-3:30 pm 
• Cost per person: Member $7, Non-member $10 
• Reservations recommended. 
 
OUTDOOR MARINE AQUARIUM FEEDING 
What is the connection between mangrove and coral 
reef communities?  How do fish use these habitats? 
Learn about the fascinating behaviors of native fish, 
stingrays, and other marine life during these free 
presentations.  Meet at the outdoor marine aquari-
ums.  
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an 

adult. 
• Daily at 12:30 pm 
 
SEA TURTLE TALK 
Get the inside scoop on our Sea Turtle Rehabilitation 
Facility.  Last year, over 100 sea turtle patients were 
treated at Gumbo Limbo.  Meet some of our current 
patients and hear their stories.  Why are they here? 
What can you do to help?  Meet in the Sea Turtle Re-
habilitation Facility. 
• All ages; children under 18 must participate with an 

adult. 
• Daily at 2:00 pm 



For the second year in a row, the Museum Store Association celebrates Museum Store Sunday, an 
exciting international annual event and shopping campaign for consumers. Taking place on Sunday, 
November 25, Museum Store Sunday will offer visitors inspired experiences and shopping opportuni-
ties provided by stores at museums and other cultural non-profit attractions.  
 
 
Be a Patron 
We invite you, your family, and your community to “Be A Patron” at Gumbo Limbo on Sunday, No-
vember 25, 2018. Holiday shoppers will not only find quality gifts filled with inspiration and educa-
tional value, but through their purchases, will also directly support our education and sea turtle re-
habilitation facilities. When you, the patron, purchase a gift from the museum store, you help to 
sustain the museum’s service to the public. Proceeds from purchases at museum stores support the 
missions and programming of museums. 
 

 
 

 

25% off on all purchases November 
25th (with exclusions) 

 

First 25 patrons receive a special gift. 
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Nature Program Information 

SEINING THE LAGOON 
Wading in the Intracoastal Waterway just behind Gumbo Limbo, we catch (and release) fish, shrimp, crabs, and 
more!  With hand-held dip nets and large seine nets, get up close and personal with our local marine life.  
Closed toed shoes required (old sneakers or water shoes; no sandals).  Bring a change of clothes & towel. 
• Ages 10-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and    participate with an adult. 
• Saturdays; Nov 3, Nov 17, Dec 8, Dec 22; 1:30-3:00 pm 
• Cost per person: Member $7, Non-member $10 
• Reservations recommended. 
 
S’MORE SCIENCE 
Join us for this fun campfire program in our garden amphitheater with a yummy treat.  September’s topic is 
Crafty Creations.   
• All ages; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with an adult. 
• Sunday, Nov 25, 5:00-6:00 pm 
• Cost per person: Member $3, Non-member $5 

25% off on the 25th: Museum Store Sunday 
Gumbo Limbo Gift Store 
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Cassidy is in her senior year of the Environmen-

tal Engineering program at Florida Atlantic Uni-

versity. As with most seniors, she looked back 

on her education and realized she wanted to 

start over! That was a joke… sort of. 

 

Cassidy has found a passion for working with 

artifacts, and has decided to pursue an MA in 

Anthropology, with her eyes set on becoming 

an archaeologist. She applied for the Gumbo 

Limbo internship position researching our natu-

ral history collection, in hopes of learning more 

about Florida’s flora and fauna and getting 

more hands-on experience in collections man-

agement and research. 

 

Cassidy brings to the team a unique back-

ground in data management and material re-

search, a passion for the outdoors, and a bril-

liant can-do attitude. You may see her walking 

through the gardens, photographing plants and 

insects for a digital guide book, or elbow deep 

in the Lily Robert’s shell collection, cataloguing 

tiny mollusks from across the Caribbean. How-

ever, wherever you find her, Cassidy is sure to 

be smiling and excited to share what she’s 

learned.  

Intern Spotlight - Cassidy Plouffe & Ivanis Sanchez Cruz 
by Cory Keester O’ Mills and Caitlin Bovery 

 

Ivanis joins Gumbo Limbo as a recent graduate 

from the Coastal Marine Biology program at the 

Universidad de Puerto Rico Humacao Campus. 

As a volunteer at the sea turtle conservation 

group, “Yo Amo el Tinglar”, Ivanis developed a 

deep appreciation for marine life which led her 

to pursue her career in marine conservation. 

While monitoring sea turtle nesting beaches in 

Puerto Rico, Ivanis learned to share her passion 

for marine conservation with visitors and 

learned what it truly takes to be a marine biolo-

gist…a willingness to get dirty! 

 

Ivanis applied to the sea turtle rehabilitation 

internship to gain hands-on experience and she 

sure has! In her short time with us, she has al-

ready learned to be a professional sea turtle 

chef, expert pooper scooper, turtle wrangler, 

and is learning new skills every day to help take 

care of our patients. Days in sea turtle rehabili-

tation are long, hot, and very messy, but Ivanis 

brings an enthusiasm and dedication that have 

been wonderful additions to our rehabilitation 

team. We are thrilled to have her joining us this 

semester! Make sure you say hello next time 

you see our interns in action!  
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Friends of Gumbo Limbo 

Adopt-A-Turtle and Scholarships 
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Volunteer of the Month - November & December 2018 
by Rebecca Mannen, Volunteer Coordinator 

Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month Program is designed to recognize those volunteers who go 
above and beyond their assigned/expected duties.  These volunteers have made a significant contri-
bution to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service.  They have donated 
their time, talents, and energy, and share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and ex-
perience nature through observation and education.  Volunteers are nominated and selected by 
Gumbo Limbo staff.  
 
 
 
Cary Boudreau was chosen as the volunteer of the month for August 2018.  
Cary has been indispensable to multiple departments at Gumbo Limbo this 
month.  In the animal care department, he has trained five new volunteers for 
the program.  He comes in every weekend to help as a sea turtle husbandry vol-
unteer, caring for the sick and injured turtles in our rehabilitation facility, and he 
helped make Luna’s (our sea turtle ambassador’s) birthday party event on Au-
gust 11th a success.  
 
Interview with the Volunteer of the Month:  
Name: Cary Boudreau 
Start date: January 16th, 2016 
Total hours worked: 161 
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo Limbo?  
“Being a part of something that matters” 
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned since starting at Gumbo Limbo?  
“That conservation starts with me” 
What is one example of something you do/ someone can do to conserve the environ-
ment?  
“Being self-aware of the pollution you create and doing your part to remedy this.”  
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Bowyer was our September volunteer of the month. Sharon is an unsung hero, working 
behind the scenes on a few different administrative projects recently. She took on, and finished, the 
incredibly daunting task of scanning and digitizing past volunteer applications (over 1,000 of them!) 
and now we are close to going paperless in the volunteer department. She has also taken on the 
huge responsibility of inputting all the visitation data for the center, some of it going back years. Her 
work is incredibly appreciated! 
 
Interview with the September Volunteer of the Month:  
Name: Sharon Bowyer 
Start date: July 15th, 2009 
Hours worked in September: 35.75 hours 
What is your favorite part of volunteering at Gumbo Limbo? “Meeting all the different peo-
ple: staff, volunteers, and guests, and getting to know them.” 
What is the most interesting thing that you’ve learned since starting at Gumbo Limbo? 
“Watching children experience nature, they are so open and amazed at the simplest things in nature 
that we all take for granted.” 
What is one example of something you do/ someone can do to conserve the environ-
ment? “Teach children to respect the environment and the world around them. For example, clean 
up the beach or picnic area before you leave.”  



561-544-8605 

Florida 

Atlantic 

University 

 

            Become a “Friend of Gumbo Limbo” 

 

__________________________________ 
Name 

__________________________________ 
Address 

__________________________________ 
City    State  Zip 

__________________________________ 
Phone Number 

__________________________________ 
Email Address 
 

To pay by credit card, please visit our website, 
gumbolimbo.org.  Click on the Support Us tab. 

One Year Membership to  

Friends of Gumbo Limbo 
 

_____Individual - $25     
_____Family - $50     
_____Contributor - $100 or more   
_____Donor - $500 or more   
_____Benefactor - $1000 or more  
_____Other - $_________    
 
With your Membership or gift you help us promote coastal 
and marine education, conservation, and research today 
and into the future.  Your gift will be a lasting tribute to 

you, your family, and our community. 

Friends of Gumbo Limbo is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 

• 10% discount in the gift shop 

• First opportunity to make reser-
vations for the Turtle Walk and 
Hatchling Release programs 
(limits apply) 

• Discounts on select programs 

• Support Nature Center operations, programs, and 
exhibits 

• Free or discounted admission to over 160 nature 
centers in the USA and Canada natctr.org 

http://www.gumbolimbo.org
http://www.natctr.org

