
 

This month, ELCPBC is helping to increase awareness of… 

 

Infant Mortality  
The death of a baby before his or her first birthday is called infant mortali-
ty.  

 

Unfortunately, over 23,000 infants died during 2014 in the United States. 
The loss of a baby remains a sad reality for many parents and takes a seri-
ous toll on the health and well-being of families. 

 

What are the Causes? 

 Birth Defects 

 Preterm Birth 

 Maternal Complications of Pregnancy 

 Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) 

 
Pregnancy and childbirth have a huge effect on the health of women and 
their families. Pregnancy-related health outcomes are influenced by factors 
such as race, ethnicity, age, and income, but most importantly—a woman's 
health. Good preconception health and health care means living a safe, 
healthy lifestyle and managing any current health conditions before getting 
pregnant. By taking action on health issues before pregnancy, many future 
problems for the mother and baby can be prevented. 

 

September 2017   

My Little Angel 

I never got to hold you, 
Or kiss your little head, 
Or watch you sleeping soundly, 
All snuggled in your bed. 
 
I can't count your tiny fingers, 
Or you even smaller toes, 
I won't see your smile,  
Or your cute little button nose. 
 
You're gone too soon - we don't 
even know, 
If you're a girl or boy, 
Our hearts are filled with sorrow, 
When they should be full of joy. 
 
I know you are in heaven, 
Where there is no pain or tears. 
You'll never get hurt or sick, 
In heaven there are no fears. 
 
And though I'm sad you're not here 
right now, 
For us to hold today, 
I know we'll hold you in our arms, 
When we're in heaven with you 
someday. 

           —April Westlake 

http://www.cdc.gov/preconception/index.html
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Resources: 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/
nchs/fastats/infant-

health.htm 

 

http://
www.nationalhealthys
tart.org/what_we_do/

in-
fant_mortality_aware

ness_campaign 

 

http://
www.nationalhealthys
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ness_campaign 

 

 

Did You Know…  
➢ Throughout the United States, 

the Total Number of Births in 2014 was 3,988,076! 
 
 
➢ Of those 3,988,076 Births, 

the Percentage of Births with Low Birthweight 
(Less than 5.5 Pounds) was 8%! 

 
 
➢ The Percentage of Preterm Births was 9.6%!  

(Less than 37 Weeks Gestation)  
 
 
➢ The Total Number of Infant Deaths was 23,440, 

which equates to 596.1 Deaths per 100,000 Live Births! 
 
 
➢ The Leading Causes of Infant Deaths include: 

 Congenital malformations, deformations and chromoso-
mal abnormalities 

 Disorders related to short gestation and low birthweight 
 Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) 

 
 
➢ The US Rate of 6.1 Infant Deaths per 1,000 Live Births 

masks considerable state-level variation: 
 

 For example, If Alabama were a country, its rate of 8.7 
infant deaths per 1,000 would place it slightly behind 
Lebanon in the world rankings. 


