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Figure 1:  Florida Gang Reduction Strategy Targeted Response 
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Figure 2: Map of Florida Gang Reduction Regional Task Forces
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FACT SHEET 
 

Reporting Period   June 2010 – July 2011 

Data Sources:  

 Documentation provided by 60 Sheriff’s Offices and 6 Police Departments 
representing data compiled from 218 local law enforcement agencies which is 
approximately 59% of the local law enforcement agencies within 62 (93%) of the 
state’s 67 counties.  

 Documentation provided by the Department of Juvenile Justice, Juvenile Justice 
Information System (JJIS). 

 Documentation provided by the Department of Corrections, Bureau of 
Classification, Security Threat Intelligence Unit. 

Gangs 

1,637  Number of criminal gangs documented by local law enforcement.  This 
represents a 16.7% increase from the previous year. Increases were 
documented across the central and southern regions of the state. 

Gang Members,  Associates, Other Suspects 

30,660  Number of gang members and associates documented by local law 
enforcement agencies [s. 874.03,(3)(a-k), F.S.]. This is a slight decrease 
(0.4%) from last year.   

9,225 Number of other pending suspects documented by local law enforcement 
agencies. This 36.5% decrease since last year is a result of fewer law 
enforcement agencies this year providing documentation for this reporting 
category.   

9,537 Number of confirmed Security Threat Group/Gang individuals who are 
either incarcerated in state prison or released under state supervision. 
Those incarcerated (8,061) make up 7.8% of the total state prison 
population (102,319 as of the June 30, 2011 reporting period). 

2,790 Number of juveniles under active DJJ supervision who are recognized as 
gang members, associates, or suspected as gang-affiliated.  

52,212  Total number of documented gang members, associates, and other 

pending suspects. This 7.1% decrease from the 2010 reporting year (56,200) is most 

likely a result of fewer law enforcement agencies reporting for the current year.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Introduction  

The purpose of this report is to establish trend data in order to measure the long-term 

success of the Florida Gang Reduction Strategy. This report is not intended as a law 

enforcement threat assessment.  However, it is an assessment that provides demographic 

information about the criminal gangs in our state.    

 

Gangs are not static entities, making it difficult to track them with absolute certainty. 

Florida’s state and local law enforcement agencies continue making strides to verify and 

catalog the criminal gangs in our state. Not only does this require a commitment of 

resources within individual agencies, it also requires innovative initiatives across jurisdictions 

and traditionally practiced silos. Findings in this report should be viewed within the broader 

context of the aggressive gang control strategies in force around the state. For example, 

more gang trainings are being offered to law enforcement and criminal justice professionals. 

There is increasing evidence of more coordination of resources at the local, state, and 

federal levels to establish multi-agency task forces for responding to criminal gang activities. 

There are also continuing improvements in mechanisms to document and rapidly exchange 

gang intelligence information across law enforcement jurisdictions. Law enforcement is 

working smarter, faster, and with more uniformity across the state.  

 

Methodology 

Aggregate information on the number of gangs, gang-affiliated persons, and certain 

demographics documented by law enforcement in Florida has been compiled and reported 

through the Office of the Attorney General.  For the reporting year July 2010 through June 

2011, information was collected from the Department of Corrections, the Department of 

Juvenile Justice, and single jurisdiction local law enforcement agencies throughout the 67 

counties of Florida. In an effort to reach all local law enforcement agencies, a short survey 

was developed by the Office of the Attorney General and distributed to all 67 Sheriffs’ 

Offices. To avoid duplication of counts, Sheriffs’ Offices were requested to coordinate 

compilation of information for all local law enforcement jurisdictions and county correctional 

departments in their respective counties. Ninety-two percent (92%) of the 67 Florida 
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counties are represented in this year’s report. Of the approximately 371 Police Departments 

and Sheriffs’ Offices in the state, 218 agencies (59%) participated in this survey effort. 

Specific criminal gang information is excluded from this report so as not to compromise any 

on-going criminal investigations.  

 

Results and Implications 

Criminal gang violence continues to be a growing problem for the state. Overall, 1,637 gangs 

were identified by local law enforcement, a 16.7% increase since the 2010 reporting year.  

Eighty-five percent (85%) of law enforcement survey respondents reported that criminal 

gang activity either increased or stayed the same in their county. A minimum of 70 national 

and regionally recognized criminal gang names have been identified in Florida. Fifty-eight 

percent (58%) of the total documented number of gangs in the state are non-traditional 

and/or hybrid gangs. These are typically “homegrown” local youth neighborhood gangs that 

have the very real potential of being subsumed by traditional, well-organized national gangs.  

 Documentation of gang-affiliated persons are categorized into three groups: those who 

meet the statutory criteria as gang members and as gang associates [s. 874.03(3)(a-k), 

F.S.], and those who are documented as other or pending suspects. Fifty-nine percent 

(59%) of the 52,212 persons identified with some level of gang affiliation by law 

enforcement have been verified as gang members. Twenty percent (20%) have been 

verified as gang associates, and 21% are documented as other pending suspects. As has 

been the trend for some time now, gangs are concentrated in central and south Florida, 

which are the more densely populated regions of the state.  

 

Compared to last year in which all 67 counties were represented, this year’s report includes 

documentation for only 62 counties. Only 59% of local law enforcement agencies’ data are 

represented in this year’s results, significantly less than the 72% represented in 2010.  In 

addition, specific documentation for the “other pending suspects” category of gang-affiliated 

persons was reported at a lower rate this year compared to last year. This may explain, in 

part, the 27% decrease from 2010 to 2011 in the number of documented “other pending 

suspects.” However, it is interesting to note that although the number of documented gang- 

affiliated persons is less than in 2010, the number of documented gangs is more than what 
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was reported in 2010. This seems to indicate that most local law enforcement agencies are 

paying close attention to the gang problems in their jurisdictions.  

  

Data provided by the Department of Corrections demonstrates a steady increase in the 

number of confirmed gang members both currently incarcerated and released on state 

supervised probation (9,537).  This reflects the continually increasing number of gang 

members being convicted and incarcerated, and the continued vigilance by Corrections 

officials in tracking gangs and verifying gang membership within the state prison system.  

 

In May 2010, the Department of Juvenile Justice enhanced its gang alert data collection 

process to coincide with Chapter 874 of the Florida Statutes. As a result, the agency is able 

to provide a much more accurate count of juveniles in its system that are documented as 

gang members, associates, or suspected of a gang-affiliation.  Data provided in 2011 

indicates that the agency has identified 2,790 juveniles actively placed in DJJ Diversion, 

Probation, Commitment, and/or Aftercare, who are considered to be gang-affiliated.  

 

Included in the report this year is data on public middle and high school students’ level of 

gang involvement from the Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey.  The good news to report 

for public schools is that students’ self-reported level of gang involvement has been trending 

downward since 2008. For 2011, 5.1% of middle and high school students report that they 

belong to a gang. It is important to note, however, that there exists some measure of 

prevalence in each county of students who self-report that they have belonged to a gang.  

 

As regular assessments continue, trend patterns will emerge. Regardless, it is imperative 

that gang control efforts continue to focus on breaking the cycle of criminal gang recruitment 

and gang-related crime. Reducing the harmful and costly impact of criminal gang behavior 

within the state of Florida remains the ultimate goal of the Florida Gang Reduction Strategy.  

Building upon the three pillars of the Strategy, prevention/intervention, 

suppression/enforcement, and rehabilitation/reentry, gang control initiatives are gaining 

momentum around the state. Short and long-term success rests upon the progress made in 

coordinating multiple approaches, implementing best practices, providing training and 

regular community awareness, and constantly improving the collection and dissemination of 

gang intelligence information.  
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STATE RESULTS 

 

GANGS 

Table 1: Number of Documented Gangs in Florida, 2011 

Number of Counties 
Represented 

# of Gangs 
(s. 874.03 F.S.) 

62 1,637 

 

Table 2: Number of Documented Gangs in Florida, 2009 to 2011  

Indicator 2009 2010 2011 

Number of Counties 
Represented 

59 67 62 

Number of Gangs  
(s. 874.03, F.S.) 

1,100 1,403 1,637 

Percent of Local Law 
Enforcement Agencies 

Reporting 
72% 71% 59% 

 

Table 3: Level of Gang Presence Reported by Local Law Enforcement 

Reported Level of Gang 
Presence in FL Counties 

Number of 
Counties 

0 Gangs 15 

1-10 Gangs 19 

11-20 Gangs 6 

21-30 Gangs 7 

31-50 Gangs 8 

51-99 Gangs 3 

91 and up 5 

 Missing=4 
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 Figure 3: Map of Criminal Gangs by County, 2011  
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Figure 4: Changes in Criminal Gang Activity Compared to 2010 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Type of Gangs Documented by Local Law Enforcement  

 
Note: Does not include prison gang documentation for Florida state prisons; For Gang Type definitions, see 

www.floridagangreduction.com 
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Figure 6: Percentage of Documented Gangs Known to be Actively  
Recruiting New Members 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Racial/Ethnic Make-Up of Documented Gangs in Florida 
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Table 4:  70 Nationally and Regionally Recognized Criminal Gangs/ 
Extremist Groups Identified in Florida  

(This list does not include “homegrown” local youth gangs) 

GANG NAME 

18th Street 

5%’ers 

Almighty Latin Kings and Queens 

American Front 

American Nazi Party 

Aryan Brotherhood 

Aryan Circle 

Aryan Nations 

Asian Pride 

Bandidos 

Black Gangster Disciples 

Black P Stone Nation 

Black Pistons 

Bloods 

Brown Pride Locos 

Christian Identity 

Church of Satan Disciples 

Crazy Horse 

Crazy White Boys 

Crips 

Dead Man, Inc. 

Devils Disciples 

Dirty White Boys 

Folk Nation 

Gangster Disciples  

Haitian Mob 

Hammerskin Nation 

Imperial Gangster Disciples 

Insane Gangster Disciples 

Insane Vice Lords 

International Posse 

Juggalos/Insane Clown Posse 

Ku Klux Klan 

La Nuestra Familia 

La Raza 

Latin Disciples 

Latin Kings 

Legion of Doom 

Los Solidos 

Maniac Disciples 

 Maniac Latin Disciples 

Mara Salvatrucha (MS 13) 

Mexican Mafia 

Mongols 

MPR 

Ñeta  

Norteños 

Outlaws 

Pagans 

Peckerwoods 

People Nation 

Renegades 

Satan Disciples 

Satan Gangster Disciples 

Simon City Royals 

Sons of Silence 

Spanish Cobras 

Sureños 

Tango Blast 

Texas Mafia 

Top 6 

Unforgiven 

United Blood Nation 

Vato Locos 

Vice Lords 

Warlocks 

White Power 

White Pride 

Zetas 

Zoe Pound 

Note: The list of gang names in Table 4 is not a ranking of gangs. It is beyond the scope and purpose of this 

annual reporting to determine any assessment of threat by various gangs in Florida. Furthermore, this listing 

does not capture those local street gangs with idiosyncratic names who are also considered as subsets of 

nationally recognized gangs. 
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GANG MEMBERS, ASSOCIATES, AND OTHER SUSPECTED 
GANG-AFFILIATED PERSONS  
 

Table 5: Number of Documented Gang-Affiliated Persons in Florida 

Reporting Agency 
Members 
(s. 874.03, 

F.S.) 

Associates 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Members + 
Associates 

 Other 
Suspects 

Total Gang 
Persons 

Local Law Enforcement 20,956 9,704 30,660 9,225 39,885 

State Corrections 
(Incarcerated) 

8,061 - 8,061 - 8,061 

State Corrections 
(Supervised Probation) 

1,476 - 1,476 - 1,476 

Juvenile Justice 
(Youth On Active 
Supervision) 

256 635 891 1,899 2,790 

State Total 30,749 10,339 41,088 11,124 52,212 

 

 

Figure 8: Documented Gang Persons By Level of Affiliation, 2011 
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Figure 9: Map of Criminal Gang Presence by County, 2011  
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Note:  Interpret percent change as an increase or decrease in the documentation and reporting of 

gang intelligence by law enforcement. It is not necessarily a direct change in the number of gangs 

and/or gang-affiliated persons from year to year. 

 

Table 6: Percent Change 2010-2011 in Number of Documented Gang-
Affiliated Persons Statewide 

Indicator 2009 2010 2011 Percent Change 

Member/Associates 
 (s. 874.03, F.S.) 

40,071 40,979 41,088 0.27% 

Other Pending  
Suspects 

8,741 15,221 11,124 27.0% 

Total  
(Members/Associates/ 

Others) 
48,812 56,200 52,212 7.3% 

 

 

Table 7: Percent Change 2010-2011 in Gang Numbers Documented by Local 
Law Enforcement Agencies 

Indicator 2009 2010 2011 Percent Change 

Number of Counties 
Represented 

59 67 62 7.5% 

Number of Gangs  
(s. 874.03, F.S.) 

1,100 1,403 1,637 16.7% 

Number of 
Member/Associates 

 (s. 874.03, F.S.) 
31,334 30,796 30,660 0. 4% 

Number of 
Other Pending Suspects 

6,913 14,526 9,225 36.5% 

Total  
(Members/Associates/ 

Suspects) 
38,247 45,322 39,885 12.0% 
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Table 8: Percent Change 2010-2011 in Number of Documented Confirmed 
and Suspected Gang Members Reported by DOC & DJJ 

State Agency 2009 2010 2011 Percent Change 

State Corrections (Incarcerated) 7,133 7,520 8,061 7.2% 

State Corrections  
(Supervised Probation) 

1,604 1,734 1,476 14.9% 

Juvenile  Justice 
(Youth On Active Supervision) 

1,828 1,624 2,790 71.8 

Total 10,565 10,878 12,327 13.3% 

 

 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE 

For the reporting year ending June 30, 2011: 

• Total number of referrals  to the Juvenile Justice System = 109,813 
(some youth referred  multiple times) 

• Total number of youth referred to the JJ system = 66,934  

• Total number of youth who received a DJJ placement = 54,409  

• 5.13% of total youth placed have been documented in the Gang Alert Juvenile Justice 
Information System 

• Documentation as gang member and gang associate are certified in writing by law 
enforcement according to Florida Statute 874.  

 

 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

• Department of Corrections, Security Threat Group Intelligence Unit identifies, certifies, and 
monitors Security Threat Group (STG) activity throughout its prison system. Through this 
unit, levels of gang activity are identified and monitored within the inmate/offender 
population. 

• By the end of reporting period June 30, 2011 Florida’s inmate population reached  
102,319;  7.88% of this inmate population has been identified gang members.  

• This population of identified gang members comes from all 67 Florida counties as tracked 
by their county of conviction.  
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Figure 10: Primary Offense of Incarcerated Gang Members 

 

Florida Department of Corrections, June 30, 2011 reporting period  

 

Figure 11: Race/Ethnicity of Incarcerated Gang Members 
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REGIONAL BREAKOUTS 
 

Table 9: Number of Documented Criminal Gangs and Gang-Affiliated 
Persons Listed by Gang Reduction Task Force Regions 

GRTF 
Region 

Gangs 
(s. 874.03, 

F.S.) 

Members 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Associates 
(s. 874.03 

F.S. ) 

Members + 
Associates 

 Other 
Suspects 

Total Gang 
Persons 

1 164 794 454 1248 469 1,717 

2 46 793 251 1,044 359 1,403 

3 118 1,396 592 1,988 379 2,367 

4 343 6,244 1,161 7,405 252 7,693 

5 372 4,264 2,202 6,466 1,493 7,959 

6 144 3,074 1,430 4,504 1,240 5,744 

7 450 4,391 3,614 8,005 4,997 13,002 

All TF 
Regions 

1,637 20,826 9,704 30,660 9,189 39,885 

DOC & 
DJJ 

NA 9,793 635 10,428 1,899 12,327 

State 
Total 

1,637 30,749 10,339 41,088 11,088 52,212 
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Table 10: Number of Documented Criminal Gangs and Gang-Affiliated 
Persons by North, Central, and South Florida  

Area/ 
Region 

Gangs 
(s. 874.03, 

F.S.) 

Members 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Associates 
(s. 874.03 

F.S. ) 

Members + 
Associates 

 Other 
Suspects 

Total Gang 
Persons 

North 
(R1,R2,R3) 

328 2,983 1,297 4,280 1,207 5,487 

Central 
(R4, R5) 

715 10,508 3,363 13,871 1,745 15,652 

South 
(R6, R7) 

594 7,465 5,044 12,509 6,237 18,746 

All 
Regions 

1,637 20,956 9,704 30,660 9,189 39,885 

DOC &  
DJJ 

NA 9,793 635 10,428 1,899 12,327 

State  
Total 

1,637 30,749 10,339 41,088 15,221 52,212 

 

 

Figure 12: Percentage of Documented Criminal Gangs by  
Geographical Area of Florida, 2011 
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Figure 13: Documented Criminal Gangs in Florida, 2009 to 2011 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Documented Gang Members & Associates in Florida,  
2009 to 2011 

 
Notes: Departments of Corrections and Juvenile Justice data are included in state total. The number of local law 

enforcement agencies reporting decreased across all regions compared to previous years. 
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REGIONAL BREAKOUT – NORTH 

 

Table 11: Number of Documented Criminal Gangs and Gang-Affiliated 
Persons in North Florida 

GRTF 
Region 

Counties 
Gangs 

(s. 874.03 
F.S.) 

Members 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Assoc. 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Members + 
Associates 

 Other 
Suspects 

Total 
Gang 

Persons 

1 
Panhandle -  
10 Counties 

164 794 454 1,248 469 1,717 

2 
Big Bend -  
13 Counties 

46 793 251 1,044 359 1,403 

3 
North East - 
13 Counties 

118 1,396 592 1,988 379 2,367 

North 
Region 

36 Counties 328 2,983 1,297 4,280 1,207 5,487 

All TF 
Regions 

67 Counties 1,637 20,956 9,704 30,660 9,225 39,885 

DOC & 
DJJ 

Statewide NA 9,793 635 10,428 1,899 12,327 

State 
Total 

State 1,637  30,749  10,339 41,088  11,124 52,212  

Note:  Results reflect 60% of local law enforcement agencies reporting from 32 counties. 
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REGIONAL BREAKOUT – CENTRAL 

 

Table 12: Number of Documented Criminal Gangs and Gang-Affiliated 
Persons in Central Florida 

GRTF 
Region 

Counties 
Gangs 

(s. 874.03 
F.S.) 

Members 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Assoc.  
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Members + 
Associates 

 Other 
Suspects 

Total 
Gang 

Persons 

4 
Central West - 
8 Counties 

343 6,244 1,161 7,405 288 7,693 

5 
Central East 
 - 9 Counties 

372 4,264 2,202 6,466 1,493 7,959 

Central 
Region 

17 Counties 715 10,508 3,363 13,871 1,781 15,652 

All TF 
Regions 

67 Counties 1,637 20,956 9,704 30,660 9,225 39,885 

DOC & 
DJJ 

Statewide NA 9,793 635 10,428 1,899 12,327 

State 
Total 

State 1,637  30,749  10,339 41,088 11,124 52,212 

Note:  Results reflect 62% of local law enforcement agencies reporting from 17 counties. 
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REGIONAL BREAKOUT – SOUTH 
 

Table 13: Number of Documented Criminal Gangs and Gang-Affiliated 
Persons in South Florida 

GRTF 
Region 

County 
Gangs 

(s. 874.03 
F.S.) 

Members 
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Assoc.  
(s. 874.03 

F.S.) 

Members + 
Associates 

 Other 
Suspects 

Total 
Gang 

Persons 

6 
South West - 
10 Counties 

144 3,074 1,430 4,504 1,240 5,744 

7 
South East - 4 
Counties 

450 4,391 3,614 8,005 4,997 13,002 

South 
Florida 

14 Counties 594 7,465 5,044 12,509 6,237 18,746 

All TF 
Regions 

67 Counties 1,637 20,956 9,704 30,660 9,225 39,885 

DOC & 
DJJ 

Statewide NA 9,793 635 10,428 1,899 12,327 

State 
Total 

State 1,637  30,749  10,339 41,088 11,124 52,212 

Note:  Results reflect 53% of local law enforcement reporting agencies from 13 counties. 
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REGIONAL BREAKOUT – PERCENT CHANGE 

 

Table 14: Percent Change 2010-2011 in the Number of Documented 
Criminal Gangs and Gang-Affiliated Persons in Florida by Geographical Area 

 

Area North Central South 
All 

Regions 
 State 
Total 

% LEA 
Reporting 

 
Gangs 

(s. 874.03, 
F.S.) 

 
2011 

 

4.6% 37.2% 10.4% 16.7% 16.7% 17% 

328 715 594 1637 1637 71% 

2010 344 521 538 1403 1403 59% 

 
Gang- 

Affiliated 
Persons 

 
2011 

 

22.8% 11.0% 19.4% 12.0% 7.1% 17% 

5,487 15,652 18,746 39,885 52,212 71% 

2010 4,470 17,582 23,270 45,322 56,200 59% 

Note:  Results reflect 59% of local law enforcement agencies reporting from 62 counties; state totals for gang-
affiliated persons include documentation from the Departments of Corrections and Juvenile Justice. 
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FLORIDA YOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOL SURVEY RESULTS 
 

The Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS) is a collaborative effort among the 

Florida Departments of Children and Families, Education, Health, and Juvenile Justice. It is based 

on the “Communities That Care” survey, assessing prevalence of behaviors and attitudes 

concerning substance use, gang and delinquency, and their related risk and protective factors.  

This self-report survey has been administered annually to public middle and high school students 

since the 1999-2000 school year. In odd years, the survey is administered to a statewide sampling 

of students. In even years, the sample is large enough to generate data applicable to the county 

level. For more information see http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/programs/samh/publications/fysas/.  

 

 

Figure 15: Percent of Students Reporting Ever Having Belonged to a Gang,  
2001 to 2011 

 
 

  

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

MS 7.3% 7.5% 7.8% 7.9% 8.6% 8.6% 8.3% 7.5% 6.8% 5.9% 5.0% 

HS 6.5% 6.4% 7.2% 6.3% 6.0% 7.5% 8.1% 6.6% 6.7% 5.3% 5.2% 
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http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/programs/samh/publications/fysas/
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Figure 16: Percent of Students Reporting That At Least 1 to 4 Best Friends 
Belonged to a Gang, from 2001 to 2011 

 
 

 

 

  

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

MS 14.3% 14.0% 13.4% 15.5% 16.7% 17.1% 17.1% 18.1% 16.7% 15.3% 11.8% 

HS 10.7% 10.5% 11.5% 12.5% 12.5% 14.0% 14.3% 13.5% 14.1% 12.0% 11.0% 
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Figure 17: Percent of Students Reporting Gang Involvement by Gender,  
2008 to 2011 

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 18: Level of Gang Involvement by Race/Ethnicity, 2011 
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Table 15: Number of Middle and High School Students Reporting Ever Having 
Belonged to a Gang by County, 2010 

(Weighted to population) 
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Table 16: Prevalence by County of Students Reporting Some Level of Gang 
Involvement, 2010 
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