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FROM THE GROUND UP Children pull weeds at North Lauderdale Saraniero
Branch Library as part of From the Ground Up, a youth community gardening
program for children ages 7 to17. STAFF PHOTO/TODD ROLLER

YOUTH COMMUNITY GARDENING PROGRAM

■ SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 5

An ethics controversy
r o c k i n g t h e B r o w a r d
County Elections Office is
having a ripple effect,
with Sunrise and other
cities taking steps to ban
key officials from involve-
ment in city elections.

As attorney for the su-
pervisor of elections, Bur-
nadette Norris-Weeks
gave her employer legal
advice on last year’s con-
tentious District 2 County
Commission race. She
also made a donation to
one of the losing candi-
dates.

County Commissioner
Mark Bogen, who won the
race, wants Norris-Weeks
banned from being in-
volved in a campaign. If
not, he thinks she should
be required to abstain
from advising the elec-
tions office on any race in
which she has made a do-
nation.

Elections Supervisor
Brenda Snipes is seeking
an ethics ruling from the
Florida Bar.

Now Sunrise Mayor
Mike Ryan is leading the
charge to prohibit high-
level officials in Sunrise
from donating to candi-
dates in city elections.

At least two cities in
B r o w a r d m a y f o l l o w
Ryan’s lead: Lauderhill
and Hallandale Beach.

A third, Lauderdale
Lakes, drafted an ordi-
nance, but backed away
on June 23.

“ I d o n’ t t h i n k w e
should get tangled up in
all of this,” Lauderdale
Lakes Commiss ioner
Eileen Rathery said, not-
ing that the controversy
was rankling the halls of
county government not
City Hall.

But on June 23, Sunrise
commissioners gave ini-

tial approval to the new
rules in a 4-1vote.

Sunrise Commissioner
Larry Sofield cast the lone
dissenting vote.

“Is this really neces-
sary,” he said. “I haven’t
seen charter officers sup-
porting candidates for
commission.”

Ryan argued the ban
would only serve to safe-
guard the integrity of the
city’s elections, giving
voters peace of mind that
key officials are not en-
gaging in inappropriate
campaigning.

The Sunrise ban affects
the ci ty manager, c i ty
clerk, police chief, city at-
torney and assistant city
attorney.

The list of prohibited
activities include making
c a m p a i g n
donations,
w e a r i n g a
campaign T-

Sunrise, Lauderhill ban
officials from politics
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She is 96, but Pat Stein-
feld still fits more into a
week than many people
half her age.

“I am not good
w h e n I d o n o t
have anything to
do,” said the Tam-
arac resident. “I
try to find ways to
keep myself busy.
When you stay ac-
t i v e , y o u f e e l
young. I will be 97 in No-
vember, but I am still go-
ing strong.”

On Monday mornings,
Ste infe ld can be seen
sweating it out at the Tam-

arac Fitness Cen-
ter along with fel-
low seniors who
take advantage of
the SilverSneak-
ers program for
active older adults.
She is one of the
longest-serving
members at the fit-

ness center, having joined
more than 30 years ago.

“You got to move your

body no matter how old
you are,” Steinfeld said.
“ I f y ou d o n’ t u s e i t , i t
breaks down. All of us at
the gym have made exer-
cise an integral part of our
lives; that’s why we are
not walking around in
wheelchairs. I drive my
own car, and I don’t have
to depend on others.”

The Tamarac resident’s
life, howev-
er, isn’t only
about exer-
cise and fit-

Tamarac 96-year-old teaches
fitness classes, performs, more
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It might have been a
small graduation ceremo-
ny, but it was an optimistic
beginning for the graduat-
ing students and an illus-
tration of the importance
of the program that made
it happen.

ARC Broward, a Sun-
rise-based human services
nonprofit dedicated to
providing services to chil-
dren and adults with intel-
lectual disabilities, cele-
brated the unique gradua-
tion ceremony at the Sun-
rise Civic Center. Three
students from the School
of HIRE Education said
farewell to the program
and fellow students, and
were launched into new
employment and lives.

“It was terrific,” said
ARC Broward Workforce
Services Director Jody
Ellis. “The rest of the stu-
dents, who weren’t gradu-
ating, were there cheering
for their friends; and even
a few alumni from previ-
ous years were there. It
was very inspiring.”

In its third year of exist-
ence, the School of HIRE
Education is an opportuni-
ty for Broward County
students who are aged 18
to 22 and have develop-
mental disabilities to ob-

tain a workforce educa-
tion, community-based in-
struction and independent
living skills.

The post-secondary
students are presented
with four vocational track
choices: culinary arts,
electronics recycling,
child and/or elder care,
and office/clerical work.

Students with special
needs are permitted to re-
main in the public school
system until they are 22
years old. The School of
HIRE Education is anoth-
er option to help prepare
students for employment,
also permitting them the
chance to leave public
school when their class-
mates do.

“Students can certainly
choose to remain on their
high school campus,” Ellis
explained. “However,
many of them see their
friends graduating and
moving on, and they are
looking for the necessary
training and education
they need.”

Special-needs students
can enroll at the School of
HIRE Education once they
obtain their special di-
ploma.

The majority of stu-
dents’ time is spent in real

working environments
learning new skills.

“The community has
really stepped up to help
provide on-site training,
so students get real-world
experience,” said Eliza-
beth Weiss-Gordon, ARC
Broward’s director of
communications.

Also at the event, Luis
Garcia, manager of a local
Big Lots store, was award-
ed the Community-Based
Instruction Business of
the Year Award. As a sup-
porter of the program,
Garcia has signed on as a
summer internship site for
ARC Broward’s Youth-
Links program.

Other local businesses
that took part in the pro-
gram this year include
Chili’s restaurants in Sun-
rise and Plantation, Com-
fort Suites hotel in Tama-
rac, Butta Kutz Barber
Shop, Walgreens phar-
macy in Tamarac, CVS
pharmacy in Plantation,
ARC Broward’s Electron-
ics Recycling Center and
ARC Broward’s Culinary
Institute.

The School of HIRE Ed-
ucation is always looking
for more local businesses
to take part in the pro-
gram by providing rele-

vant job training for its
students.

“Our School of HIRE
Education students are a
passionate group of young
adults who are excited
about transitioning to
adulthood and becoming
employed,” said Ell is .
“Often times, youth with
disabilities remain in the
public school system until
they are 22 years old, tak-
ing the same courses year
after year. What we’re do-
ing at ARC Broward is
preparing them for the

real world and providing
them with occupational
skills so that they can live
fulfilling, independent
lives while supporting
themselves financially.”

ARC Broward’s School
of HIRE Education, pri-
m a r i l y f u n d e d b y t h e
School Board of Broward
County, has grown from
an initial class of 18 stu-
dents when it launched in
January 2013 and now has
the capacity to serve 36
students.

Incorporated in 1956,

ARC Broward is a nation-
ally accredited, private,
nonprofit organization
providing services to chil-
dren and adults with au-
tism, Down syndrome and
other intellectual disabili-
ties, as well as those with
various life challenges.

For more information
about ARC Broward, the
School of HIRE
Education and other
opportunities, visit
ArcBroward.com or call
954-746-9400.

MICHAEL W. SASSER S P E C I A L T O T H E F O R U M

Special-needs students prep for careers at ARC

CELEBRATORY Students and faculty from the School of HIRE Education celebrate
during their graduation ceremony at the Sunrise Civic Center. SUBMITTED PHOTO

of the man who commit-
ted these acts.”

In the face of such re-
sponses, I’m consumed
by two questions: “How
does God make people
like this?” and “Are they
right?” I can’t answer ei-
ther question. I’m simply
in awe of the complete
way these people have
expelled hatred and re-
placed it with love.

A part of me still clings
to the belief that only God
can forgive horrific acts
like the murders commit-
ted last week in Charles-
ton. A part of me wonders

and then killed himself. A
grandfather of one of the
murdered girls said, “We
must not think evil of this
man.”

Another Amish father
noted of the killer, “He
had a mother and a wife
and a soul, and now he’s
standing before a just
God.”

Another commented,
“I don’t think there’s any-
body here who wants to
do anything but forgive
and not only reach out to
those who have suffered
a loss in that way, but also
to reach out to the family

in doubt.
T h i s

doubt has
arisen be-

cause of the breathtaking
power of forgiveness ex-
pressed by the survivors
of the Charleston shoot-
ings.

These people could
easily have been forgiven
for screaming words of
fury, bloodlust and hatred
at the young man who
shattered their lives and
took the lives of those
they loved. Instead, they
brought the lesson of
their Christian faith out

of their blood-stained
c h u r c h a n d i n t o t h e
streets with words of for-
giveness and love.

Speaking directly to
the k i l l e r a t h i s bond
hear ing , one of them
said, “You hurt me. You
hurt a lot of people, but
God forgives you, and I
forgive you.”

I heard this pure love
confronting pure evil
once before in my life. In
2006, a man took hos-
tages and shot 10 girls,
ages 6 to13, killing five of
them, at an Amish school
house in Pennsylvania,

what it even means to for-
g i v e s o m e o n e w h o
doesn’t even want to be
forgiven. A part of me be-
lieves that anger at killers
helps us rid the world of
killers, and that forgive-
ness has the same effect
as sheep forgiving their
slaughterers , just pro-
ducing more dead sheep.

A part of me believes
that whether or not those
who forgive depraved
killers are right, I’m just
not built that way. But all
of me believes that these
forgivers have achieved a
remote human spiritual

possibility. They may be
wrong, but they are pure,
and I am in awe of them
all.

After the killings in the
Pennsy lvan ia Amish
community, one of the
A m i s h p a r e n t s s a i d ,
“Really, the only way to
answer this is to toss it in
the Lord’s lap and say,
‘ You take care o f i t ; I
can’t.’”

Neither can I.

Email comments to
jzizzo@tribpub.com and
questions to GodSquad
Question@aol.com.
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