
‘TOO SHADY’: The state Democratic Party’s ‘Too Shady for
Sunshine State’ ad slams Scott as Columbia/HCA CEO.

/FLORIDA DEMOCRATIC PARTY

JOBS: A Florida Democratic Party ad claims Rick Scott
failed to fulfill his promise to create 700,000 jobs. 

/FLORIDA DEMOCRATIC PARTY

FLIP-FLOP: RPOF ad labels Charlie Crist as a ‘Typical
flippin’ politician’ because of his reversals on issues.

/REPUBLICAN PARTY OF FLORIDA

PONZI SCHEMER: An RPOF ad links convicted Ponzi
schemer Scott Rothstein and Charlie Crist. 

/REPUBLICAN PARTY OF FLORIDA

For the past year, living in Florida has
meant having Gov. Rick Scott and Char-
lie Crist as constant and mostly unwant-
ed companions.

If you own a TV, you get the picture.
Ad infinitum. Ad nauseam. About $83

million spent on ads since March.

For months, TV viewers have been
forced to withstand a seemingly endless
barrage of vicious ads from Scott and
Crist as they try to trash talk their way to
the Governor’s Mansion, 30 seconds at a
time.

Scott and Republicans have spent
$56.5 million on ads, and Crist and Dem-
ocrats have spent $26.5 million. Scott has
bought far more ads in Tampa Bay than

anywhere else — it’s the biggest TV mar-
ket in Florida and Crist’s home base.

“Gov. Scott is betting his mansion on
Tampa,” said Scott Tranter, a principal
and consultant for a Republican-leaning
data analytics firm, 0ptimus. 

Using data from broadcast stations
and the Florida voter file, 0ptimus has 

BY STEVE BOUSQUET

AND MARC CAPUTO
Herald/Times Tallahassee Writers
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INCUMBENT CONGRESSMAN, MIAMI-DADE SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER FACE OFF IN TIGHT RACE, PAGE 1B
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In Lake County, a disfigured
2-month-old whose mother did
not want him is left alone in a mo-
tel room for 90 minutes, and is lat-
er found smothered. His family
had been the subject of 38 prior in-
vestigations by the state’s child
welfare agency.

“It is a general consensus,” a re-
port said, “that [the mother] was
involved in the death of her child.”

In Santa Rosa County, child wel-
fare authorities allow a “chronic
and severe” drug addict to bring
her newborn home, though her
two older children had been re-
moved from her care for their safe-
ty. Eighteen days later, the mother
takes an unprescribed Lortab pain-
killer and places her baby next to
her in bed. The child is found dead.

And in Polk County, a mother
leaves two toddlers alone in a “kid-
die pool” — and returns to find her
1-year-old daughter face-down in
the water. Her 2-year-old son later
discloses he pushed his sister
down while she was crying. He
now suffers nightmares.

The children, who all perished
last year, are tragically bound by
more than death: Even as the Flor-
ida Department of Children &
Families has promised greater
openness, the three fatalities, and
dozens of others like them, have
never been counted among the
state’s victims of fatal abuse or
neglect.

No state can protect every child
who is born to troubled, violent or
drug-addicted parents, and even
youngsters for whom child protec-
tion administrators make all the
right choices can sometimes fall
victim to unforeseen circumstanc-
es. To ensure that state social ser-
vice agencies learn from mistakes,
the federal government requires
that states count and investigate all
child fatalities that result from
abuse or neglect.

Regulators don’t, however,
strenuously oversee how the
counting and investigating occurs.

After the Miami Herald pub-
lished a series examining the deaths
of 477 children — and Florida’s fail-
ure to protect some of them from
abusive or neglectful parents — the
state promised a new era of open-
ness and more rigor in the way it in-
vestigates child deaths.

But except for abiding by a new
state law that required DCF to cre-
ate a website listing all child fatal-
ities, Florida has continued to un-

CHILD WELFARE

Fla. still
fudging
child
death
stats
■ Although Gov. Rick Scott

asserts that fewer children

are dying of abuse or

neglect, the numbers he

cites are a distortion, a

Herald analysis shows.

BY CAROL MARBIN MILLER
cmarbin@Miami Herald.com

•TURN TO DCF, 2A

pretty Seaway Villas, a low-slung
1930s building with a primo spot
right on the beach in Surfside.

But a majority of his fellow con-
For 20 years, Stephen Norris

has lived in a modest condo in

do owners, most of whom don’t
live in the building, have accepted
buyout offers from a big developer
that will make many of them rich.
And now, because of a controver-
sial loophole in Florida condo law,
Norris — who says he doesn’t
want to sell — could be forced out

of his home. Two other holdout
owners who don’t live in the two-
story garden-style building, in-
cluding a Bal Harbour council
member, would also be compelled
to sell.

As the holdouts cry foul, the
battle over little Seaway Villas has

blown up into a saga replete with
allegations of conspiracies and
high-pressure tactics by some eag-
er-to-sell condo owners and de-
veloper Fort Capital Management,
questions about the role 

CONDO WAR

Surfside condo owners battle over building sale to developer
■ The dispute is helping expose the new real estate boom’s

dark side — a tactic that cash-rich investors are adopting

across Florida as they seek properties to redevelop.

BY ANDRES VIGLUCCI
aviglucci@MiamiHerald.com

•TURN TO CONDO, 21A

Page: TropLife_f Pub. date: Sunday, October 19 Last user: wbennett@miamiherald.com Edition: 1st Section, zone: , Herald Last change at: 18:39:12 October 16

TROPICALLIFE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2014 | EDITOR: KENDALL HAMERSLY khamersly@MiamiHerald.com 305-376-3667

M
H1

2M THE SOUTH FLORIDA ARTS SCENE 5M BOOKS: JANE SMILEY’S ‘SOME LUCK’

R
osa Lowinger is grat-
ified that art conser-
vation is finally be-
ing taken seriously

in South Florida. Given the
toll exacted by environmen-
tal forces and human inter-
ventions on artworks, it is
increasingly important to
ensure their longevity. 

“To me, conservation is
kind of a litmus test of pro-
fessionalism, because usual-
ly curators like to spend
money on buying new
things, and doing flashy ex-

hibits,” she said. “When
they get to the level where
they understand that the
stewardship of those works
is as important as their ac-
quisition and display, then
you’re playing in the big
leagues.”

A small cadre of regional
conservators pursue an ex-
acting blend of scholarship,
science, handcraft and art —
preserving and rescuing ob-
jects that range from ancient
Middle Eastern ceramics to
contemporary mixed-media
installations and building fa-
çades. 

Principal conservator at
Rosa Lowinger Associates
(RLA) in Miami’s Buena
Vista neighborhood, Lowin-
ger worked for large institu-
tions in Southern California
during the early 1980s before
returning to Miami. 

It used to be, she said,
“Something breaks, some-
thing is damaged, we need
to fix it. Or, something is go-
ing on exhibit; could we
make it look prettier?” Now,
she has helped implement
collection-wide conserva-

The Art of Preservation 

RESTORATION WORK: Viviana Dominguez tests tag removal on a
Wynwood mural. At top, Miami Marine Stadium.

ART CONSERVATORS LAB

BY GEORGE FISHMAN

gfmosaic@bellsouth.net

Acquiring great works is only the first step. These professionals make them last. 

VISUAL ARTS

•TURN TO ARTS, 3M

It won’t be the same. It can’t be
the same. When Twin Peaks pre-
miered on ABC in April 1990, there
had never been anything like it on
TV: a soap opera; a murder mys-
tery; a surreal fantasy with dashes
of frightening horror, all wrapped
up in the confines of a long-form
narrative.

But when it returns in 2016 via
Showtime, it will be part of a rad-
ically different television land-
scape. In this current golden era of
television, where challenging
shows such as Game of Thrones,
Mad Men and Breaking Bad have
broken through to the mainstream
in numbers Twin Peaks never en-
joyed, and other programs such as
American Horror Story bear a
strong Twin Peaks influence (and
far surpass its craziness), it’s hard
to imagine Peaks having the same

cultural impact that it did in 1990. 
Created by David Lynch and

Mark Frost, Twin Peaks was a
combination of teary melodrama
and over-the-top histrionics. In
some scenes, the menace and dan-
ger were unmistakable. In others,
you didn’t know whether to laugh

or cry. Lynch and Frost loved toy-
ing with the audience: There were
more subplots and characters than
usual for a series, and the public
embraced the strangeness. Twin
Peaks became appointment tele-

COMMENTARY

‘Twin Peaks’ return unnerves fan 
BY RENE RODRIGUEZ

rrodriguez@MiamiHerald.com

POLICE WORK: Sheriff Harry S. Truman (Michael Ontkean) and
FBI agent Dale Cooper (Kyle MacLachlan) confront a
cluttered desk in ‘Twin Peaks.’

ABC TELEVISION

•TURN TO ‘TWIN PEAKS’, 4M

Documentary filmmaker
Alan Tomlinson’s first reaction
to WLRN general manager John
LaBonia’s pitch for a film about
the Treblinka death camp in Na-
zi-occupied Poland was muted.

“Another film about the Hol-
ocaust? It’s kind of been done,”
the Miami TV producer/direc-
tor behind documentary fea-
tures Nixon’s the One: The ’68
Election (2010), Muhammad Ali:
Made in Miami (2008) and
Plagues: The Ebola Riddle
(2001), said of his initial feeling. 

“As a filmmaker, what can I
add to this? I’m not even Jewish.
You’re kind of in tricky territory

and it’s a del-
icate subject.”

But LaBo-
nia, eager to
continue
WLRN’s mis-
sion as a sto-
rytelling
channel rath-
er than one
completely
reliant on
public broad-
casting’s na-

tional feed, felt he was on to
something. Tomlinson’s result-
ing feature-length movie, Tre-
blinka’s Last Witness, which of-

•TURN TO TREBLINKA, 4M

HOLOCAUST

Horrors of Treblinka
subject of Miamian’s
powerful documentary 
BY HOWARD COHEN

hcohen@MiamiHerald.com

WILLENBERG

Steph Hammerman 
captivated an audience 
of 700 guests at the Boca 

West 
Country 
Club with 
an inspir-
ing story 
about 
her 
experi-
ences as 
the first 
female 

CrossFit coach with 
cerebral palsy. Ham-
merman was guest 
speaker at In My Shoes, 
a luncheon that raised 
$116,000 for the for the 
new 43,000-square-foot 
Children’s Ability Center 
at Jewish Adoption and 
Family Care Options in 
Sunrise. The facility of-
fers support and respite 
care for families raising 
children with develop-
mental disabilities.

Lori Konsker, Kim 
Fetterman, Jenn Be-
tesh and Stacey Austein 
chaired the In My Shoes 
luncheon, so named 
because organizers 
wanted to create an 
event that helped others 
understand what it is 
like to raise a child with 
developmental disabili-
ties. Betesh’s eight-year-
old son Ryan, who was 
diagnosed with autism 
when he was three, 
attends a social skills 
group at the center. “I 
was nervous to bring him 
in at first, because it’s a 
new place filled with new 
people, but it’s a great 
atmosphere for him to 
learn with other children 
who are just like him,” 
she said.

FUNDING 
RESTORATION AT 
BONNET HOUSE

Guests at a fall Bon-
net House Alliance 
membership luncheon 
at Sea Gate restaurant 
got a sneak preview of a 
1920s-themed soiree set 
for Nov. 10. Among the 

highlights of the party 
to be held at the Bon-
net House estate will be 
the display of a vintage 
Cadillac once owned 
by Fredrick Bartlett, 
who built the house 
and gardens, and his 
wife Evelyn. During the 
luncheon, Russ Gagliano 
talked to guests about 
what’s been involved 
in the restoration and 
maintenance of the clas-
sic car.

Alliance President 
Susan Howell got the 
new season off to a 
great start by present-
ing Bonnet House CEO 
Karen Beard with a check 
for more than $28,000, 
bringing total alliance 
contributions this year to 
$35,000. The funds are 
earmarked for restora-
tion projects.

TRAVELING PLATE 
NETS $3,000

Ben Robinson of 
Bravo’s hit TV series Be-

low Deck was guest chef 
at the latest gathering of 
The Traveling Plate, an 
intriguing sort of un-
derground supper club. 
Dinners are at different 
venues, often small ones, 
so attendance is limited 
and tickets often sell out 
quickly after an event is 
announced. 

Sue Picciano dis-

covered Traveling 
Plate during its second 
installment two years 
ago. “The food and the 
people were so fantas-
tic, I haven’t missed one 
since,” she said, adding 
that she brings an apron 
with her to each dinner 
and asks the chef of the 
night to sign it.

Robinson has served 
as head chef on glamor-
ous yachts for the past 
seven years, and previ-
ously did an apprentice-
ship with a 3-Michelin 
Star restaurant. Kate 
Chastain, Robinson’s 
Below Deck co-star, was 
also on hand to mingle 
with guests and pose for 
photos.

The Traveling Plate, 
created in 2012 as a 
project of the Leadership 
Broward Foundation, 
benefits the ARC Broward 

Culinary Institute. Tickets 
for each event are $75 
and include a cocktail 
hour with passed hors 
d’oeuvres and a multi-
course dinner with wine. 

The party at the Lau-
derdale Marine Center 
Captain’s Lounge raised 
$3,000 for student chef 
scholarships. For informa-
tion call 954-746-9400.

Please send for Party 

Line to Jana Soeldner Dan-

ger at 618 North Rainbow 

Drive, Hollywood, FL 

33021 or email her at jana-

danger@aol.com.

BROWARD ALBUM
PARTIES      /      FUNDRAISERS      /      CORPORATE EVENTS

In My Shoes raises $116,000 for Children’s Ability Center

PARTY LINE

Jana 

Soeldner-Danger

Lucianna Perlin and Samantha Grimaldi at the 

JAFCO In My Shoes luncheon. 

JANA SOELDNER DANGER

Diana Pattison and Gary Snow at the Traveling Plate 

dinner for ARC Broward. 

Kay Boynton, Brace Antonello and Sheila Barry at the Bonnet House fall luncheon. 

JANA SOELDNER DANGER

Dennis Haas, president and CEO of ARC Broward, chef 

Ben Robinson and Jessica Kersey at the Traveling Plate 

dinner. 

JANA SOELDNER DANGER

Anthony and Sue Picciano with Gary Arenson at the 

Traveling Plate dinner. 

JANA SOELDNER DANGER

ARC executive chef Andres Marin, Amy DeLeon and 

chef David DeLeon of the Signature Grand at the Trav-

eling Plate.

At the JAFCO luncheon: Master of ceremonies Jason Solodkin, honorary chair Lori Solodkin, 

and co-chairs Kim Fetterman, Jenn Betesh, Stacey Austein and Lori Konsker. 

June Naples, Sandy Flax and Traci Feit at In My Shoes. 

Suzan Hinckley, Sue Nexbit, Rober Smith and Elizabeth 

Kornowski at the Bonnet House fall luncheon.

Sylvia Kahana with Michelle and Bruce Ross at In My 

Shoes. 

Laura Milgrim, Nancy Herman and Wendy Silverman at 

In My Shoes. 
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