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Edward Tatarczuk, “Mr. T.,” was a shy and private man, but he wanted to help
neighbors in need… those who were hungry, those who needed a place to live,
those who were down on their luck and looking for work. He remembered children,
senior citizens, and everyone in between. His passing in March 2011 culminated 91years of “doing it my way,” being generous anonymously.
“He was a kind and gentle man,” remarked Susan Copeland, his trusted attorney,
“and a great American.” During World War II he served in the Army Air Forces,
flying 23 missions over Japan. Before retiring, he worked for the IRS as an income
tax auditor, cementing his values of honesty and frugality. Before coming to Palm
City in 1984, he was a broker in Miami.

The Martin Memorial Health Systems’ Chrysanthemum Ball Committee comprises
approximately 30 of the community’s top philanthropic leaders. They selflessly
offer their time, expertise, and outstanding commitment to our mission to provide
exceptional healthcare, hope and compassion to every patient, every time. Their impact
has contributed to Martin Memorial Health Systems becoming recognized nationally, by
Thomson-Reuters and ranked as one of the Top 100 hospitals for the sixth time and one
of the Top 50 Cardiac Hospitals.

He loved golf and was a former member of Piper’s Landing Country Club, where
his buddies tell tales of his hilarious laugh. He declined any notoriety during his life,
choosing instead to purposefully leave the world a better place than he found it.

Since its inception, the Chrysanthemum Ball has raised nearly $9.5 million! In that time
the event has earned a reputation for providing high-quality entertainment, fine cuisine
and an energetic atmosphere. Many sophisticated, state-of-the-art technologies have
been made possible as a result of funds raised, including: a new digital interventional
suite, a PET/CT scanner, two cardiac catheterization labs, a 64-slice CT scanner, a
digital mammography unit, equipment enhancements for nurses at the bedside, and an
endowment of $500,000 was created to fund patient care projects in the future.

Ten local charitable organizations shared $1,000,000 in legacy gifts. Over half a
million was bequeathed to regional organizations, and the Palm Beach Diocese
received the remainder of his estate. In all approximately 90% of his estate was
left to charitable organizations. Over half of these bequests were specifically for
endowment funds at the named organizations.
“Mr. T” left a deep footprint in Martin County, ensuring that others can continue to
live and thrive here.
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The Chrysanthemum Ball Committee is so highly valued and respected because of the
influence of the committee as a whole, as well as in the individual contributions of its
members. Committee members are involved, powerful community leaders, who give
of themselves to benefit many charitable organizations throughout Martin County. It is
this selfless spirit and infectious motivation to improve the quality of life for all residents,
which makes the Chrysanthemum Ball Committee worthy of the designation Group
Supporting Philanthropy.
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