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committee that developed the Certified Assistive Technology Instructional
Specialist for People with Visual Impairments (CATIS) through ACVREP, and
served on the CATIS Study Tool Committee.
Born and raised in Tamarac, Florida, Rachael has lived in Florida her whole
life. She completed her Bachelor and Master degrees at the University
of Florida. While completing her Master’s degree, she was a reader/tutor
for another student in the program. Rachael remembers walking with him
and hearing JAWS talking so fast she couldn’t understand it and, as a
technology specialist, she finds it interesting how people who are blind or
visually impaired become speed listeners over time without even trying to.
Rachael is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC) and worked as a
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Counselor with the Florida Division of Blind
Services (DBS), as well as an assistive technology sales and training
representative for Florida Vision Technology. She was the representing VR
Counselor on an assistive technology focus group, whose purpose it was to
recommend statewide standards for the provision of assistive technology
training for people with visual impairments throughout Florida. In 2003
she realized that she wanted to focus on AT full-time and moved to the
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CATIS certification reaches far and wide, and she looks forward to working with aspiring
professionals as they prepare for this new certification. She hopes to see employers adopt
the importance of the certification and a commitment to hiring CATIS in order to achieve the
best results in the use of assistive technology for their clients.
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and, whenever needed, her extremely supportive family is
there to help her so she can focus on what she knows
is incredibly important work.

