
 
 
 
 

The Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County looks forward to meeting our 
new goals and continue to provide quality early education in 2014.  We all know 
there is a direct correlation between investing in early learning and the success of 
a child’s long term education.  Early learning is also essential for not just the child 
but families as well.  When parents are able to work and maintain employment, 
they are more economically self-sufficient and contribute to a sustainable 
workforce.  With the combination of School Readiness and Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten, Early Learning Coalitions assist families and businesses to reach 
lasting achievement, which benefits the community as a whole.      
                                           
Here in Palm Beach County alone, 33,392 individual children were assisted 
through Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten, School Readiness and After-School programs 
in the 2012-2013 school year.  
  

Local & State News 

As you know, over 3,200 children are currently waiting for services.  With our 
Coalition partners and other stakeholders across Florida, we are requesting an 
additional $50 million dollars for the 2014-2015 school year.  By increasing School 
Readiness funding, coalitions across the state will be able to raise payment rates, 
implement education standards such as the Gold Assessment, and provide early 
learning services to many in-need families.   We are in the process of meeting 
with our elected officials and expanding outreach efforts to inform and engage 
with more families, businesses and child care providers on the needs and 
availability of early education.  
  



In addition to our coalition partners, we will continue to work with State Senator 
Bill Galvano and State Representative Erik Fresen, who both lead as chair on The 
Education Appropriations Subcommittee in their respected chambers. As the 
appropriation process unfolds, we will continue to keep you updated on our 
progress.  We have already contacted Senator Sachs and Senator Abruzzo, who 
serve on the Senate Education Appropriation Committee and also represent the 
Palm Beach County area. We have also touched base with the staff from State 
Representative Bill Hager and State Representative Lori Berman’s office.  We 
spoke at great length with State Representative Mark Pafford.  In the coming 
weeks, we have several other meetings coming up with additional members of 
the Palm Beach County delegation.  
  

National News 

Last week an appropriations bill was passed for the 2014-2015 fiscal year, where 
increasing the quality of early learning programs would gain ground.  It is 
expected that Florida’s working families would benefit from the bill, but exact 
figures are not clear at this point. 

Child Care and Development Block Grant 

It Includes $2.36 billion for the School Readiness program, which will provide 
grants to states for child care assistance to working families.  This is a $154 million 
increase from the 2013-2014 fiscal year and will support working families with 
child care assistance for an estimated 22,000 additional children.  

Head Start 

According to numerous sources, the bill includes an increase of $8.6 billion for the 
Head Start program. The increase restores last year’s sequestration cuts and will 
restore many child care slots and supports an approximate 1.3% cost of living 
adjustment for all current grantees. The Coalition and Children Service’s Council 
of Palm Beach will continue to work with local Head Start grantees to streamline 
services and improve the quality of care.   

In efforts to expand, educate, and motivate the community to become more 
involved in making early learning a top priority, we are expanding our social 
media and outreach efforts. These efforts include an all-new website, which is 
coming soon! 

  



We are also now launching our Facebook page and Twitter feed. 
  

Please take a moment to follow us on Twitter at @ELCPalmBeach and look for us 
on Facebook! 

  
We thank you for your dedication and continued support for the children and 

families of Palm Beach County.  
  
 


